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DIRECT COMMUNICATION 


WITH TRADERS. 








The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEvELor- 
“oT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
ai? subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the imterests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
end other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
iwrers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1919, will be held 
sn the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 








which have again been placed at the disposal of the Board 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
open from 24th February to 7th March. The Office dealing 
= Fair matters is at 10, Basinghali Street, London, 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 











OPENINGS FORK TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 

The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
sirculating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
srades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
Jt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ng Te Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 


Se 


FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Ojfcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
rms in their respective Consular Districts who can te 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trude (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Iederation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘lorm K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements witn the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should applv through their Chambe> 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39 
“t. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
FURTHER RELAXATIONS. 

We publish to-day a further list of relaxations in 

export prohibitions which are announced by the Board 

of Trade to take effect as from 20th December. Pre- 


vious lists were published in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 14th, 
21st and 28th November, and 5th December. 











THE USE OF PETROL. 


SUSPFNSION OF RESTRICTIONS DURING 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 


From the 16th December to the 10th January (in- 
elusive) the provisions of the Motor Spirit and Gas 
Restriction Orders, 1918, will be suspended, and motor 
vehicles may be used during this period for any pur- 
pose without limitation of distance. No additional 
petrol will be provided. 








INCREASE IN ALLOWANCES OF MOTOR-CABS. - 


The Petrol Control Department are now prepared, 
upon receipt of applications from the owners, to 
increase the present allowances of motor spirit made 
in respect of motor-cabs by 20 gallons per month per 
cab. 





USE OF BENZOL IN MOTOR VEHICLES. 


SPECIAL LICENCES AFTER Ist JANUARY. 


The Board of Trade desire to draw the attention of 
owners of motor vehicles to the fact that, owing to the 
cessation of hostilities, considerable quantities of 
benzol are now available for use as motor fuel, and 
the ordinary motor spirit licences can be used for the 
purchase of benzol as well as petrol. After lst January 
the Petrol Control Department wiil be prepared to 
issue special supplementary licences available for the 
purchase of benzol only. These special licences will 
authorise the purchase of a quantity of benzol exceed- 
ing by 50 per cent. the quantity of petrol which would 
have been allocated on an ordinary motor spirit licence. 

In accordance with the announcement made by the 
Board on the 15th November, licence-holders should 
apply for increased allotments of motor spirit after 
the Ist January and state whether they desire the 
supplementary allowance to be granted on an ordinary 
motor spirit licence or on a special benzol licence. 
Licence-holders to whom supplementary licences avail- 
able for benzol only are issued will be given the option 
of converting their original licences, wholly or in part, 
into licences available for benzol only. New appli- 
ecants may apply for either an ordinary motor spirit 
licence or a special licence for the purchase of benzol 
only. 

Further information may be obtained upon appli- 
cation to the Controller, Petrol Control Department, 
19, Berkeley Street, London, W.1. 

Explanatory circulars are being distributed to motor 
spirit dealers. 








THE LIGHTING, HEATING AND POWER 
ORDER, 1918. 

The Board of Trade announce that the operation of 
paragraph 9 of the above Order relating to the serving 
of meals in hotels, restaurants, clubs, etc., will be 
suspended by general licence on Christmas Day, Boxing 
Day, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. 


PARAGRAPH Q. 


The following is the text of paragraph 9 which is 
referred to above :— 


9. No hot meal shall be served, and no food shall be 
cooked in any inn, hotel, restaurant, boarding-house, club, 
hall or public eating or refreshment house between the 
hours of 9.30 o’clock p.m. and 5 o’clock a.m., and no light 
shall be exhibited in any dining-room of any such place as 
aforesaid between the hours of 10 o’clock p.m. and 5 o’clock 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





a.m. except such as may be needed for the necessary cleaning 
and watching thereof. For the purpose of this paragraph 4 
‘dining room’’ means any room furnished or adapted for 
the serving of meals, and in which luncheons, dinners or 
suppers are usually served to guests, customers, or members, 

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall apply t 
beverages served tu residents, or served in railway buffets, 
or to canteens at railway stations to which only meinbers 
of His Majesty’s Forces and the attendants are admitted, 
or tc meals supplied to travelling parties of His Majesty's 
Forces, on the order of a Naval or Military Authority, or 
to private canteens at Government offices or works, or at 
controlled establishments, or police stations. 





THE TIMBER CONTROL. 
RELAXATIONS. 


In view of altered circumstances brought about by 
the Armistice, the Controller of Timber Supplies has 
found it possible to dispense entirely with permits for 
the purchase of Home-grown Timber. Although 
permits tor imported softwood are still necessary for 
large amounts, the Controller has increased the value 
of imported softwood that can be bought without 4 
permit by one purchaser within a month from £20 
to £100. Permits are no longer required for tie 
purchase of imported hardwood and plywood in this 
country. These concessions will facilitate work in the 
reconstruction period. Maximum prices for both im- 
ported and home-grown timber are, of course, retained, 
but by a further Order the maximum prices allowable 
for home-grown sleepers are raised and a distinction 
drawn between sleepers of Oak, Larch and other woods. 
The Pitwood Order, 1918, is not affected by these 
changes. : 

The othcial announcements containing the foregoing 
modifications appear in our “* Government Notices ” 
Section. 

As stated by Sir Albert Stanley in reply to a question 
in the House of Commons on 18th November, 1918, 
it is not yet possible to relax the regulations which 
prohibit firms in this‘country from dealing in timber 
abroad without a permit. The Controller has, how- 
ever, invited the holders of wood goods _ overlying 
abroad to send him full particulars, and a Notice to 
this effect appeared on page 702 of our last issue. 








TIMBER FOR FURNITURE MAKING. 

The Controller of Timber Supplies has discussed 
with the Joint Industrial Council of the Furniture 
Trade the question of timber for that industry. Any 
manufacturers who experience difficulty in obtaining 
adequate supplies should communicate full particulars 
of their requirements to the Timber Supply Depart- 
ment, 80, Newman Street, London, W.1, when they 
will receive sympathetic consideration. 





WATER-POWER RESOURCES : IRELAND. 

The Board of Trade have appointed the following 
gentlemen to be a Sub-Committee of the Water-Power 
Resources Committee to inquire into and report to 
the Committee upon the subject so far as it affects 
Ireland :-— 

Sir John Purser Griffith, M.A.I., M Inst.C.E. 
(Chairman). 

Dr. J. F. Crowley (Vice-Chairman) 

Mr. Thomas M. Batchen. 

Mr. George Fletcher. 

Mr. Lawrence J. Kettle. 

The Earl of Leitrim. 

Mr. J. C. White. 

The Secretary to the Sub-Committee is Professor 
H. H. Jeffcott, B.A.I., M.Inst.C.E., M.I.M.E., to 
whom all communications intended for the Sub-Com- 
mittee should be addressed at the Board of Works, 
Dublin. 

Dr. Crowley is already a member of the Main Com- 
mittee, but in view of the heavy work involved in 
certain special inquiries which he had undertaken on 
their behalf it was decided to ask Sir J. Purser Griffith 
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to act as Chairman of the Irish Sub-Committee and 
to join the Main Committee for that purpose. 





CHRISTMAS PARCELS BY RAILWAY. 

The Railway Executive Committee state that it is 
very desirable that Christmas parcels should be de- 
spatched as early as possible to ensure prompt de- 
livery. It is recommended that a duplicate addressed 
label should be included in each package. Attention 
is called to the provision that, with certain exceptions, 
which have been notified, parcels exceeding 112 lb. in 
weight will not be accepted for conveyance by pas- 
senger train. In our ‘‘ Government Notices ’' Section 
appear details of restrictions on the acceptance of 
articles by passenger train, unaccompanied by pas- 
sengers, during the Christmas period. 


THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY 
ACT, 191s. 


TWENTY-SECOND LIST OF LICENCES. 

We give below the twenty-second list of firms, etc., 

licensed under this Act. Previous lists appeared in 

our issues of 30th May, 13th and 20th June, 4th, 

llth, 18th and 25th July, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th 

August, 5th, 19th and 26th September, 3rd, 10th and 

17th October, and 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th November. 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 

Sub-section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 

1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders 

No, 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act), 

that Licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry 

Act have been granted by the Board of Trade to the 

undermentioned companies, firms or individuals:— 

Abertillery Works, Ltd., Abertillery, Mon. 

Adolph and Co., Ltd., Wm., 9, Bury Court, St. Mary Axe, 
London, E.C. 

Ashcroft, Joseph Herbert, trading as The Canning Tinplate 
and Iron Co., Royal Liver Buildings, Liverpool. 

Barrow, Hope, and Co., Lid., J., 50, Lever Street, 
Manchester. 

Benson and Co., Ltd., W.A.S. Eyot Works, St. Peters 
Square, Hammersmith, W.6. | 

British Rolling Mills, Ltd., 16, Cliveland Street, 
Birmingham. 

Bryan, J. H., trading as J. H. Bryan and Co., 38, Mount 
Stuart Square, Cardiff 

Burnell and Co., Ltd., Meadow Lane, Ellesmere Port, Nr. 
Chester. 

Coniagas Reduction Co., Ltd., The St. Catherines, Ontario, 
Canada. 

Cromford Mining and Minerals Co., Ltd., The Royal 
Exchange, Spring Gardens, Buxton. 

Deloro Smelting and Refining Co., Ltd., Deloro, Ontario, 
Canada. 

Delta Metal Co., Ltd., The, Delta Works, East Greenwich, 
London, 8.1.10. 

Douglas, William, trading as William Douglas and Co., 26, 
Mosley Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Dunn Bros., and Co., Northern Assurance Buildings, Albert 
Square, Manchester. 

Flower, Harold, Thorners Chambers, Ingram Court, Ien- 
church Street, IE.C.3. 

Glyco Metal Co., Ltd., 8 and 9, South Parade, Manchester. 

Grautoff, Bride and Co., Ltd., 14, Bury Street, London, 
E.C.3. 

Guthrie, John Jackson, trading as J. B. Guthrie and Son, 
30, St. Mary Axe, E.C.3. 

Hirsch and Stern, 124/126, Edmund Street, Birmingham. 

Hooper, Ltd., Edgar A. J., Hospital Street, Birmingham. 

Industries Development Ltd., 166, Buchanan _ Street, 
Glasgow. 

Langstrom, S., trading as Norman Shairp and'Co., 5, Great 
Winchester Street, London, E.C.2. 

Lee, Thomas, trading as Thos. Lee and Co., 4, Water Street, 
Liverpool. 

Leeds Metal Exchange Co., 218a, North Street, Leeds. 

Lyons, Claude, 76, Old Hall Street, Liverpool. 

Panche and Co., 86, Gresham Street, Old Broad Street, 

2 








.C.2. 
Marren, William Henry, 8, Temple Bar, Willenhall. 
Mayblossom Mining Co., Ltd., Throgmorton House, 
Copthall Avenue, E.C.2. 
McCaul and Co., Gilbert, 9, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. - 
Ments, Wolf van, trading as The Mentah Metal Co., lla, 
New Street, Birmingham. 


| 
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Menzies and Co., William, 165, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 

Monmouthshire Steel and Tinplate Co., Ltd., Pontymister, 
Nr. Newport, Mon. 

Nechells Metal Co., Ltd., 6, Cherry Street, Nechells, 
Birmingham. 

Nevshehir, D. H., trading as D. H. Nevshehir and Co., 11, 
Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 

eee Sheet and Galvanising Co., Ltd., Pontypool, 
ion. 

Porter, Alfred, trading as E. Porter and Co., 14, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 

Railway and General Engineering Co., Ltd., The Meadow 
Lane, Nottingham. 

Randall and Son, J. H., Green Street Works, Paddington 
Green, W.1. 

Rosing Bros. and Co., i0, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Ross, Lid., F. and T., 11/21, Myton Street, Huil. 

Rubber Chemical Co., Ltd., 5, Copthall Court, London, 
E.C.2. . 

Scholefield, Goodman and Sons, Ltd., 135, Edmund Street, 
Birmingham. . 

Smith, John, trading as the National Metal Co., 193, 
Broomloan Road, Govan, Glasgow. 

Sota and Aznar, 1, Lloyds Avenue, London, E.C.3. 

South Polgooth Mining Corporation, Ltd., Winchester 
Huuse, Old Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

Stenhouse, John, 1, Lloyds Avenue, E.C.3. 

Swansea Tinplate and Metals Co., Ltd., Rutland House, 
Swansea. 

Thompson, Robert, trading as Thompson Bros., 155, Fen- 
church Street, E.C.3. 

—— and Co., Ltd., J. E., 101, Leadenhall Street, 

Thornton and Co., G. W., 5, Blackfriars Street, Manchester. 

Webster, S. H., trading as S. H. Webster and Co., 22, Great 
St. Helens, London, E.C.3. 

Westbourne Park Coal and Iron Co., The, Mileage Station, 
Westbourne Park Road, London, W.2. 

ba oe and Co., Ltd., Henry, Pontymister Foundry, Risca, 
Men. 

Wolfe and Son, Samuel, Harrison Street, Leeds. 

seen Sey Port), Ltd., G. H., Groveland Road, Tipton, 
Staffs. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


BRITISH FIRMS AND EMPLOYEES IN 
BRAZIL. 


RECENT LOSSES AND PRESENT NEEDS. 

A call for the returns as soon as possible of British 
subjects who were in business in Brazil, but are now 
absent on military service in Europe, has been received 
from the Acting British Consul at Sao Paulo. 

Those British subjects who have been allowed to 
continue in business as being indispensable are appa- 
rently receiving offers of higher salaries from American 
firms. 

British banks, he states, are most vitally interested 
in this question, and are most seriously affected. Under 
their existing contracts, British banks in Brazil possess, 
after losing such men as can possibly be spared for 
military service, a mere skeleton staff of British sub- 
jects, with terms of service and experience in Brazil 
averaging from five to ten years; the average salary, 
after all allowances have been made due to them from 
service abroad, climate allowances, etc., may amount 
to approximately £40 per month; any one of these 
men can leave his post to-day, and undoubtedly will 
do so after the war, to exchange his lot for that of a 
confidential employee in one of the United States banks 
which have opened in Brazil during the past few years, 
or in any of the United States firms which are con- 
tinually opening or increasing their connections, at a 
minimum salary of £75 per month; they will further 
have the expectations of substantial increases which 
they do not have in the British banks. As they are 
men who are already well known in commercial circles, 
they will also, whether willingly or not, take a large 
percentage of trade with them to their new employers. 

The Acting British Consul has forwarded cuttings 
of advertisements taken from the ‘‘ Jornal do Com- 
mercio ’’ in support of the foregoing statements. 
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It is hoped that British firms will receive numerous 
applications from men now serving in His Majesty’s 
forces to supply any gaps which may occur in their 
staffs. ‘The men who are being lost to American com- 
panies are, however, already conversant with the Portu- 
guese language; they are well known on the markets 
to the native traders and are acclimatised, and cannot, 
therefore, be substituted by men who fulfil none of the 
above requisites. 





COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Owing to the large number of applications recently 
received for posts in the Commercial Diplomatic (for- 
merly called Commercial Attaché) and Consular Ser- 
vices, it has been decided that for the present no further 
applications for these posts can be entertained except 
from officers and men who have served in the Naval, 
Military or Air Forces during the present war. 

The applications received already amount to very 
many times the number of posts likely to be available, 
especially in the case of the Commercial Diplomatic 
Service, in which arrangements for filling the existing 
posts are practically complete. 

A limited number of posts only will be open to 
applicants between the ages of 42 and 50, and to these 
posts—in view of the special circumstances and quali- 
fications required—the restriction mentioned above 
will not apply. 





ASSISTANCE TO TRADE REPRESENTATIVES 
REQUIRING PASSAGES. 


It is understood that the representatives of British 
firms are encountering difficulties in obtaining passages 
to the Dominions, and in such cases where it can be 
shown to be of paramount importance that a repre- 
sentative should sail at an early date, the Department 
of Overseas Trade is prepared to consider applications 
for assistance in facilitating matters. 

Such applications should give full particulars, in- 
cluding the nationality of the firm and its representa- 
tive, the date after which the latter is prepared to 
sail, the class of passage, and whether a passport has 
been applied for or granted. 





H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONER AT CALCUTTA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has recently 
completed a tour in Madras and Ceylon. He has now 
left Calcutta on a second tour to Bombay, and is pro- 
ceeding thence to Karachi, the Punjab, Delhi and 
Cawnpore. He is expected to return to Calcutta at 
the end of this month. 

These tours have been undertaken in order to keep 
in touch, as far as possible, with local conditions at 
these trade centres. 





UNITED KINGDOM TRADE CATALOGUES, ETC., 
WANTED FOR GOTHENBURG. 


H.M. Consul-General at Gothenburg (Sweden) is 
taking steps to form a collection of British commercial 
reference books, trade catalogues, ete. He is pro- 
viding for the exhibition of these books at the Con- 
sulate-General, and is inserting a notice in the local 
Press informing the public that these books are avail- 
able for reference. 

He would welcome the assistance of United Kingdom 
manufacturers and merchants in making the collection 
as complete as possible, and is therefore anxious to be 
supplied with suitable British trade publications, refer- 
ence books and catalogues. 

He states that considerable commercial activity may 
be expected at Gothenburg after the conclusion of peace, 
and is of the opinion that such a collection of commercial 
information will be of great service to Swedish importers, 
and consequently to manufacturers and others in the 
United Kingdom. 


_ 
——- 








Special Articles. 





WAR AND EXPORT TRADE. 


AN ANALYSIS: 1913—1917, 

The monthly returns of our export trade are given 
in ‘‘ declared values,’’ which taken by themselves, 
without critical examination, would lead to fallacious 
conclusions. For example, if we took the declared 
values of exports for the years 19135 to 1917 inclusive 
and made comparison between the figures for the seve- 
ral years, it would appear on the surface that, while 
our exports declined rapidly until 1915, they rose again 
equally rapidly until 1917, for which year the total 
‘* declared value ’’ was slightly higher than that of 
1913. But if from this superficial appearance of 
recovery one argued that our export trade had regained 
its pre-war level by the end of 1917, one would have 
stumbled into a profound pit of fallacy. Asa matter 
of statistical fact, the increases in declared values 
during 1916 and 1917 were almost wholly due to the 
great advance in prices, and when due allowance has 
been made for these price increases it is found that 
the volume of our export trade—volume as distinct 
from declared values—steadily continued to decline 
during the war years. In this article we will give 
figures of adjusted values and of weights upon which 
some dependence may be placed. We will also show to 
how great an extent british export trades have been 
sacrificed in order that our Allies and ourselves might 
carry the war to a victorious conclusion. 

Exports AT AVERAGE VALUES OF 1913. 

In order to show clearly what has been the real 
movement of export trade, the declared values of 
United Kingdom exports for each of the four years 
1914 to 1917 have been estimated at the average values 
of the various commodities which obtained in 1913. 
The results are given below :— 





TaBLE I.—Uwnitrep Kinapom Exports. 


| Estimated at the 








Year. | Declared Value. | Average Values of 

| | 1913. 

| Million | Percentage | Million | Percentage 
(1) | £'s. of 1913. | £s. | of 1913. 

re (3) =| (4) (5) 
1913... =. | 52572 | «1000 =~ | 5525-2 | 100-0 
1914... Sw. | 480°7 82:0  432°5 82-4 
os... .. | 384°9 73°3 353 °5 67°3 
1916. -- | 663 96-4 381°7 712°7 
1917 —tir. »» | aes 100-4 | 347°8 H6°3 





It will be clear from the above table that 1t was 
not until 1916 that the level of current prices took a 
striking leap forward, and that it has risen continuously 
since. 

The great decline which actually took place in the 
volume of export trade is shown independently in 
Table II., where the weights of all exported articles 
have been estimated. As Coal, Coke and Manufac- 
tured Fuel form the bulk of the exports, they are 
shown separately :— 





TasBLE II.—EstTIMATED WEIGHT OF EXPORTS IN 
MixLuions oF Tons. 








Coal, Coke — All other 
Year. Manufactured | Articles. Total. 
Fuel. | | 

Million tons. | Million Million 
tons. tons. 
1913 .. a - 76°7 | 15°4 92°] 
1914 .. eye Py 61°8 | 12°5 74°3 
1915 .. + sai 45°8 9°4 55°2 
1916 .. a ne 41°2 | 9°5 50°7 
Bene << mn a 37°8 6°9 44°7 

! 








——————— ome 





From this second table it will be ‘seen that our 
exports of coal, coke and manufactured fuel in 1917 
were only about half of what they were in 1913, while 
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our exports of all other articles had decreased in weight 

in still greater proportion, and this, in spite of our 

increased export of fuel and war material to our Allies. 
THe Fuutut Loss 1n TRADE. 

In estimating the money value of the loss of our 
export trade in 1914-17 we must take into account not 
only the increase of prices and the decrease of volume 
but also the natural increase fh trade which would 
have taken place had there been no war. ‘The figures 
given in Table I. show that our actual exports for the 
four years 1914 to 1917 were valued at 1,849, million 
pounds. If valued at the 1913 prices, however, they 
would amount to only 1,515°5 million pounds. 

What the value of our export trade would have been 
had there been no war is impossible definitely to say, 
but we know that it was expanding, and for the ten 
years previous to the outbreak of the war the average 
annual increase was 23-4 million pounds. Part of this 
increase was due to the rising level of prices, and, allow- 
ing for this, it is estimated that the annual increase in 
volume of trade, reckoned at the 1913 prices, was valued 
at between 18 and 19 million pounds on the average 
during those ten years. It is, therefore, not unreason- 
able to suppose that, if there had been no war, in place 
of exports valued at the 1913 prices at about 1,500 
million pounds, we should have exported, on the same 
system of valuation, commodities to the value of be- 
tween 2,200 and 2,300 million pounds. Our total 
exports over the four years are, therefore, less by about 
one-third than they would have been under peace con- 
ditions, and, even ignoring the fact that our trade was 
expanding, the actual annual exports have been on the 
average about 25 per cent. less in volume than they 
were in 1913, 

In various Allied and neutral countries the opinion 
has found expression that our export trade has been 
kept up at the expense of our Allies, but it will be 
clear from what has been said above that this opinion, 
which was probably fostered by subtle enemy inspira- 
tion, is not supported by facts. 

DISTRIBUTION OF WaR TRADE. 

The export trade which remains has been very largely 
redistributed to meet the needs of our Allies. Its dis- 
tribution by weight has not been ascertained, but the 
following table, showing the changes in declared money 
values, brings out the broad facts. 





Declared Value of 














Distribution. United Kingdom Increase (+) or 
Exports. Decrease (— in 
| | 1917 compared 
| In 913.) In 1917. with 1913. 
| £7000. £°000. £°000 Per Cent. 
Allies of the United King- | 
dom :— | 
France, Italyand Russia _ 61,645, 187,875 +. 126,230 +-204°8 
All other Allies .- | 112,376; 83,623 — 28,753 | — 25°6 
Neutrals .. - ‘a 92,777 82,925 — 9,852) — 10°6 
British Dominions and _ | 
Possessions .. | 205,112) 172,657 — 32,455| — 15°8 
Enemy Countries 53,335 | — — 53,335 —100°0 
Total .. .« | 525,245| 527,080 + 1,835 + 0°3 





The increases and decreases in this table must be 
read in relation to the changed level of prices. Measured 
by the quantity of goods exported, the loss of exports 
in the trade with the other parts of the British Empire 
and with neutrals would probably be expressed as 40 
per cent. or more. 

The exports to ‘‘ all other Allies ’’ have decreased 
by £28,753,000, and about half of this was due to the 
practically complete loss of our export trade to Bel- 
cium, Roumania and Serbia, while the remainder of 
the decrease—between 14 and 15 million pounds—was 
due to the partial loss of exports to the other, mostly 
non-European, countries associated with this country 
against the Central Empires. The figure given for the 
exports to ‘‘ all other Allies’ in 1917 (£63,6235,000) 
will thus represent the value of the exports to these 
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latter countries, and, as the value of the exports to 
them in 1913 was about 98 million pounds, it is clear 
that the proportion of the loss in value of exports to 
non-European Allies was not very different from that 
to neutrals and to the other parts of the British Empire. 
IirFEcT OF Exports oF War MATERIALS. 

As seen, the value of exports to France, Italy and 
Russia in 1917 was more than three times that re- 
corded for 1913 to the same countries, and it is probable 
that the deduction which should be made in respect 
of the higher level of prices in 1917 would still give 
the measure of the increase as something like a doubling 
of the volume of export. In 1913, France, Italy and 
Russia accounted for hardly 12 per cent. of our total 
exports, while in 1917 they accounted for 36 per cent. 
To all our Allies we sent, in 1913, barely one-third of 
our total exports, while in 1917 they received over 
one-half the tutal sent to all countries. This change 
was very lurgely due to the needs of our Allies for war 
materials, which we were able to supply in considerable 
quantities. 

The resources of our mines and factories and the 
carrying power of our mercantile marine have been 
placed unreservedly at the disposal of France and our 
other Allies, but in supplying them with materials for 
the prosecution of the war, and in concentrating British 
shipping more and more on the Atlantic Trade Route, 
we have had to make large reductions in the amount 
of goods sent to neutral and Colonial markets. There 
are numerous examples of this, but the following cases 
are of special interest. 

Our ‘TRADE SACRIFICES. 

In the very earliest stage of the war the German 
advance overran the Lens and other coalfields, and 
the Longwy-Briey iron district of Northern France, 
and the districts referred to were until recently 
in enemy occupation. To aid Trance in this 
extremity the United Kingdom increased its export 
of coal and other fuel to France from 13,034,000 
tons in 1913 to 19,283,000 tons in 1917, an increase 
of 48 per cent., in spite of a reduced output caused 
by the calling of thousands of coal miners to the 
colours. ‘lo effect this we have reduced our exports 
to other foreign countries and to British overseas pos- 
sessions, and to maintain it the British people them- 
selves have been rationed in respect of coal. 

In the same way our exports to France of iron and 
steel and manutactures thereof have increased from 
203,000 tons in 1913 to 1,505,000 tons in 1917; to 
Italy the increase was from 14,400 tons to 209,000 
tons. On the other hand, our exports to british India 
fell from 850,000 tons in 1913 to 119,000 tons in 1917, 
those to Australia from 565,000 tons to only 53,000 
tons, while those to Argentine dwindled from 358,000 
tons to 43,000 tons. 

The changes are equally striking in the case of boots 
and shoes. Our exports to France during the period 
under review increased by 83-4 per cent., from 56,566 
dozen pairs to 103,747 dozen pairs. ‘To Italy the 
exports rose by no less than 604 per cent., from 25,025 
dozen pairs to 176,288 dozen pairs. These incredses 
were secured at the expense of our Colonial and neutral 
markets, where the decreases in exports to British 
South Africa, India, Australia and Argentine combined 
amounted to 540,741 dozen pairs, the proportionate 
decline being for British South Africa 60-2 per cent., 
for British India 76-0 per cent., for Australia 67-4 per 
zent., and for Argentine 86-0 per cent.’ 

When the more effective prosecution of the war has 
demanded the withdrawal of ships from long-distance 
voyages and the earmarking of production to Allied 
needs, the United Kingdom has not hesitated to yield 
up valuable markets. Thus between 1913 and 1917 
the value of the exports of the United Kingdom to 
China declined by nearly one-third, while those to 
Japan fell by £9,000,000, or over 60 per cent. Other 
countries as a consequence have been able to increase 
largely their exports to those markets. There has been 
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similar loss of trade to the United Kingdom and gain 
by foreign countries in other markets—for example, in 
South America, to which markets our exports have 
fallen by more than one-third. 





THE UNITED STATES TARIFF 
COMMISSION. 


REPORT ON REVISION OF THE CUSTOMS 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAWS. 


In the Annual Report of the United States Tanfi 
Commission which was issued in December, 1917 (see 
the notice on pp. 129-130 of the ‘‘ Journal’ for the 
3ist January, 1918), reference was made to the work 
of the Commission in formulating a revised draft of 
the Laws and Regulations which govern the methods 
of collecting and controlling the Customs revenue. 
The Commission has now completed its investigations, 
and its conclusions and recommendations have been 
published in the form of a Report divided into three 
parts, as follows:— 

(1) A statement of the essential charges proposed by 
the Gommission in the existing laws and regulations. 

(2} The text of the existing laws and of the proposed 
new code arranged in parallel columns. 

(3) A summary index of those sections of the draft code 
which involve changes of substantial import. 

The proposed new coda is divided into seven chapters, 
comprising in all 198 sections, which, if enacted as 
prepared, will take the place of four times that number 
of provisions scattered throughout the Statute Books, 
and will, the Report states, make a compact, coherent 
body of law, easy to consult and understand. 


ProposEeD REVISIONS. 


The Comunission’s statement of the essential changes 
proposed to be made is printed below (with the omission 
of details relating to personnel). A copy of the com- 
plete Report may be seen by British traders interested 
on application at the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade. 





I1.— DEFINITIONS. 


In the first chapte: of the draft (secs. 1 to 19) terms in 
common use in customs administration are brought together 
and defined. ‘Two, ‘‘vessel’’ and ‘‘vehicle’’ are enlarged to 
include subsea and air craft. Others are defined in such 
manner as to assure uniform usage and to remove doubt. 
Among them is the term “United States.’’ The proposed 
definition overcomes difficulties existing since the war with 
Spain. Some of the insular possessions are regarded as paris 
of the United States for tariff purposes; others are not. 
The Tariff Act of 2rd October, 1913, excepts the Philippine 
Islands and the islands of Guam and Tutuila from its 
operation, and while provision is made in that and in 
another statute for merchandise coming from and going 
into the Philippine Islands, the law makes none for ship- 
ments to and from Guam and Tutuila. The definition sug- 
gested in section 19 of the draft meets this situation by 
treating the Philippines, Guam, Tutuila, and the Isthmian 
Canal Zone as foreign countries in regard to Customs 
administration, except as otherwise directed by law or by 
the President 

IT.—Prrsonnet. 


The second chapter of the draft (secs. 20 to 38) contains 
the proposed law concerning collection districts, officers, 
and ports of entry. 


IIf.—Report anp ENTRY oF VESSELS AND VEHICLES. 


The third chapter of the draft (secs. 39 to 74) is devoted 
to the report, entry, and unlading of importing vessels, and 
the lading and clearance of exporting vessels, and analogous 
treatment of importations and exportations in railroad ears 
and other conveyances. No radical change of substance is 
proposed in the laws as now construed and enforced; the 
statutes, which are in large part obsolete, overlapping, cr 
conflicting, have been rewritten and the law made more 
concise and clearer. 


TV.—AscERTAINMENT AND COLLECTION oF DUTIES. 


The procedure governing the invoicing, entry, appraise- 
ment, and classification of importations, and the remedy for 
excessive duties, dealt with in the fourth chapter, impera- 
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tively needs attention. Some of the existing requirements 
are too drastic; others are too lax. 

Invoices.—It is proposed to discontinue certified invoices 
for goods which are exempt from duty. (Sec. 75).) The 
requirement is to be retained only for dutiable merchandise, 
and (as now) if the dutiable merchandise exceeds 100 dols, 
in value. At present there is a charge of 2°50 dols. for 
consular certification, required both for free and for duti- 
able merchandise. The consequence of the present require- 
ment is that free goods, and occasionally goods subject to 
specific duties, are undervalued, or are divided into small 
iots valued each at 100 dols. or less, in order to evade 
the payment of the fee for consular certification. No 
useful object is attained by requiring certification in the 
case of free goods. 

On the other hand, under the suggested revision certified 
invoices must fully describe the merchandise and specify 
all elements of cost or value—in other words, contain a 
more explicit statement than heretofore of all material 
facts, in order that the invoice may serve its true function 
of informing Customs officers in detail as to the merchan- 
dise. (Secs. 78 to 80.) | 

Bonds.—Some bonds are proposed to be dropped and 
others to be combined. Among those dropped is the bond 
required upon every entry of merchandise for warehouse. 
This bond is particularly burdensome, and is entirely un- 
necessary, since the Government retains possession of the 
merchandise until duties are paid. 

Bonds proposed to be combined are for various require- 
ments incident to entry, such as the production of invoices 
and declarations and the return to Customs custody of 
unexamined packages delivered to the importer. Under 
a practice of long standing an importer is permitted to give 
a general bond covering a period of six months for the 
redelivery of such packages, in lieu of a special bond upon 
each importation. It is proposed to extend this period to 
one year and to include in the condition of the bond all 
requirements for which separate bonds are now taken at 
the time of entry. (Sec. 89.) 

One of the obligations made a part of the condition of 
this general bond, and of the separate bond, if given, for 
the production of a certified invoice when none is received 
by either the collector or the importer and when entry is 
made upon a pro forma invoice (Sec. 75), is for the 
payment cf any increased or additional duties found due 
upon final liquidation. This was formerly a statutory 
requirement and its restoration is intended to secure to the 
Government revenue accruing upon imported merchandise 
which might be lost if recourse should be had only to the 
importer or the consignee. 

A bond not now authorised by law is added in the draft. It 
is for a bill of lading when unproduced at the time of entry. 
The importer will thereby be enabled to enter his goods 
without delay and yet with no financial risk to the collector 
(Secs. 84 and 85.) 

Unclaimed *Merchandise.—The limit of time for entry 
before the collector shall take possession of an importation 
as unclaimed, is fixed in the draft as 48 hours exclusive of 
Sunday and holidays, unless a longer time shall be granted 
by the collector. In ordinary cgses this will induce prompt 
entry. and prevent congestion of imported merchandise on 
the piers or docks. In emergencies the collector may grant 
an extension of time, and so defer, if not obviate, the treat- 
ment of merchandise as unclaimed. (Sec. 85.) 

Passengers’ baggage.—A somewhat longer time is proposed 
to be given persons arriving from abroad for the declaration 
of dutiable articles, by permitting their disclosure at any 
time before examination of the baggage shall be begun. 
The penalty for neglect is made the value instead of treble 
the value of the particular article or articles. (Secs. 97 
to 100.) 

Examination packages.—No minimum number of packages 
to be designated for examination is prescribed in the draft. 
Under the existing law at least 10 per cent. of every in- 
portation, except at New York, must be withheld from 
delivery to the importer pending the determination of 
market value. In many cases a less number, or representa- 
tive samples, will suffice. (Sec. 102.) 

Dutiable charges.—It is proposed to have the appraiser 
determine what charges for coverings and the like are to 
be included in the dutiable value. The Court of Customs 
Appeals (the presiding judge dissenting) construed the law 
to make this a function of the collector. Customs officers 
generally think that the appraiser should include such 
charges in his return of market value. (Secs. 103 to 107 
in connection with sec. 11.) 

Basis of dutiable value.—In the law as it now stands the 
basis on which dutiable value is reckoned is. first of all, 
market value abroad; second, cost of production. abroad, if 
market value is not ascertainable: and, third, failing the 
other two, selling price in the United States. In the 
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proposed revision the second and third of the methods thus 
successively resorted to are transposed. The second basis is 
to be selling price in the United States; and foreign cost 
of production is to be turned to only as the third and last 
resort. This transposal is because American selling price 
is believed to be easier of ascertainment than foreign cost 
of production. It should be borne in mind that in the 
immense majority of cases the first basis of dutiable value, 
namely, foreign market value, is in operation and will 
continue to be. (Sec. 104.) 

A further method of assessing ad valorem duties suggested 
by iormer Government officers, as to which no _ present 
recommendation is made, is that of official valuation or the 
proclaiming of values, by the Secretary of the Treasury, of 
specific commodities of fairly stable prices. The Commission 
considers this a promising subject tor further inquiry in 
connection with an investigation of specific and ad valorem 
duties. 

Re-appraisement.—A considerable change in procedure is 
proposed when appeals are made from a single general 
appraiser to the Board of General Appraisers. At present, 
re-appraisement, if called for, is made by a single general 
appraiser, and appeals from his decision may then be made 
to the Board of General Appraisers (acting through three 
assigned members of that Board). This general procedure 
is retained ; but it is proposed that the appeal to the Board 
shall be upon the record made before the single general 
appraiser. Under existing law there is virtually a new trial 
in such cases, since there is unlimited opportunity for the 
introduction of new evidence before the Board. This permits 
the withholding of evidence at the hearing before the single 
general appraiser and thereby makes his decision rest upon 
a part only of the facts. Under the proposed change all 
evidence must be introduced in the first instance before the 
single general appraiser, and the appeal decided upon the 
record made before him. The change will expedite and 
simplify procedure without prejudicing the interests of 
either the importer or the Government. A re-trial can be 
had whenever the ends of justice so require. (Secs. 100 
and 126.) 

it is further proposed to give the Government an oppor- 
tunity of securing judicial review of questions of law affect- 
ing the validity of re-appraisements. This right the im- 
porter now has through making a protest against the 
coliector’s decision. There is no reason why the Government 
should be barred from the same opportunity, and occasion 
frequently arises for review at the Government’s instance. 
(Sec. 105.) 

Undervaluation.—The greatest cause of dissatisfaction in 
the administration of the Customs laws as they now stand 
is the provision imposing additional duties in cases of under- 
valuation. These duties, under existing law, accrue when- 
ever merchandise is entered by the importer at a value less 
than that finally fixed by the appraiser. They are applied 
automatically, and without regard to any evidence of the 
importer’s guilt or innocence, at the rate of 1 per cent. of 
the total appraised value for each 1 per cent. that such 
appraised value exceeds the value declared in the entry. 
(Sec. 90.) Under existimg statutes, the only relief that 
can be granted, whatever the reason for the entry of an 
importation at less than the value found by the appraiser to 
be the true market value, is for ‘‘manifest clerical errors.’’ 
That term has been judicially interpreted to include such 
errors only as are apparent upon the face of the entry 
papers. Many innocent errors, however, are not of a 
clerical nature. They are commonly due to oversight in 
transferring items from the invoice to the entry or to 
ignorance concerning fluctuations in market value between 
the time of purchase and the date of exportation. Under 
the law as it has been and is, every importer is required 
to state in his entry the foreign market value at the time 
of exportation. Tmporters of merchandise obtained by 
purchase frequently know little or nothing about the foreign 
market value other than the price paid by themselves for 
the goods. Hardships frequently result against which the 
importer finds it difficult to guard. | 

Recent examples will serve to illustrate the difficulties. 
An American mercantile agency, unable because of the war 
to buy in the United States methylene blue for use in making 
carbon paper, ordered three cases through an agent in 
Switzerland. The goods arrived before an invoice was 
received, and entry was made upon a pro forma invoice at 
375 francs per kilogram, which, from the information in a 
cablegram and letter from the foreign agent, was thought 
to be the correct value. The invoice subsequently received 
showed the value to be 35 francs per kilogram, at which the 
inerchandise was appraised. As the error was not manifest 
on the face of the entry papers, relief could not be granted, 
and additional duties amounting to 75 per cent. of the 
appraised value were collected. In another instance, just 
before the outbreak of the war, a large shipment of goods 
was loaded on a vessel at Rotterdam Because of unfore- 
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seen shipping conditions, a delay of about three months in 
furwarding the goods ensued. In the meantime the market 
value of the particular kind of merchandise advanced 
approximately 100 per cent., and of this increase in foreign 
market value the importer knew nothing when making his 
entry. As duty had to be taken on the value at the time 
of exportation, which is the date of clearance of the vessel 
from the foreign port, the importer, although blameless, 
was conipelled to pay an additional 75 per cent. 

The nced of some amendment to remedy such conditions 
has long been universally recognised; the only doubt has 
heen how far the amendment should go. One suggestion has 
been to abolish the additional duties altogether, leaving 
importers guilty of actual fraud to be punished according 
to the statutory provisions for such cases—by fine or im- 
prisonment, or loss of their merchandise or its value. The 
view of the majority of those consulted is that the provision 
for additional duties should be retained, because of its 
deterrent effect on slack and fraudulent importers, but 
should be modified so as to permit relief in all cases of proved 
good faith. This method has been adopted in the draft, 
which provides in effect that, on a finding by the Secretary 
of the Treasury that the undervaluation of merchandise on 
entry, shown by the tinal appraisement, was without intent 
to defraud the revenue, or to conceal or misrepresent facts, 
or to deceive the appraiser, the additional duties may be 
remitted or mitigated. (Sec. 90.) 

Over-valuation.—Relief is also much needed in cases of 
over-valuation, where an importer enters his goods at more 
than the value found by the appraiser to be the true market 
value. The existing law forbids the assessment of duties 
‘in any case upon an amount less than the entered value, 
unless by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury in cases 
in which the importer certifies at the time of entry that the 
entered value is higher than the foreign market value and 
that the goods are so entered in order to meet advances by 
the appraiser in similar cases then pending on appeal for 
re-appraisement, and the importer’s contention shall sub- 
sequently be sustained by a final decision on re-appraisement, 
and it shall appear that the action of the importer on entry 
was taken in good faith, after due diligence and inquiry on 
his part * * *,” The word ‘‘sustained’’ in the statute 
has been held to require entire and not merely partial cor- 
rectness in the importer’s contention, and unless the 
importer’s claim is fully sustained on re-appraisement, how- 
ever correct his claim may be in substantial particulars, 
the duties must be paid on the amount erroneously set down 
by the importer in his entry as the market value. 

It is proposed in the submitted draft (in line with the 
adjustment of honest undervaluations) to allow the assess- 
ment of duties on the final appraised value in every case 
in which it is made to appear to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury that the goods were overvalued 
on eniry with no intention on the part of the owner, con- 
signee, or agent to defraud the revenue or to conceal or to 
misrepresent the facts of the case or to deceive the 
appraiser as to the actual market value of the merchandise. 
(Sec. 90.) 

Review of collector’s decision.—It is proposed to have the 
collector, within 60 days after the filing of a protest, re- 
consider his decision, not under administrative order, but 
as a statutory requirement. This will terminate the con- 
troversy in every case in which he shall reverse his first 
iinding and sustain the importer’s claim. If the collector, 
notwithstanding the protest, shall adhere to his liquidation 
of duties, he must promptly transmit the protest to the 
Board of General Appraisers for assignment to a general 
appraiser, instead of to a Board of three general appraisers 
as now, for hearing and determination. (Secs. 124 and 
126.) This change will expedite decisions upon protests. 

Extension of jurisdiction.—Reference has already been 
made to the proposed review by the Court of Customs 
Appeals of decisions of the Secretary of the Treasury revok- 
ing or suspending brokers’ licences. A further extension in 
the draft gives the Board of General Appraisers, and, upon 
appeal, the Court of Customs Appeals, jurisdiction of issues 
upon the value of foreign currency and allowance of draw- 
back, now vested in the Secretary of the Treasury; also of 
cases where collectors exclude merchandise from entry or 
delivery as prohibited importations or otherwise. A regular 
hearing, as in cases now arising upon protest, is deemed 
advisable, instead of Jeaving these matters to exclusive 
determination by the Secretary of the Treasury. (Sees. 
123 and 124.) 

Remedy for insufficient duty.—Under existing law the 
right of protest is confined to cases where the importer 
considers the rate or amount of duty too high. ‘his restric- 
tion it is proposed to remove under the revision. ‘The 
change will restore the right, which had existed before the 
Act of 1913, by which any person importing merchandise 
could have the proper classification judicially determined 
in cas°3 where the collector was thought not to have taken 








740 THE BOARD OF 


SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





the full amount of duty accruing under the law. For a like 
purpose, namely, review in cases of a valuation alleged to 
be too low, appeal for re-appraisement is also allowed. 
(Secs. 104-123.) 

l’ees.—Protest fees are proposed to be abolished and con- 
tingent fees allowed. It is the consensus of opinion of those 
persons and Government officials who have been consulted 
that the law of 1913, so far as it imposes protest fees and 
forbids contingent fees, has not proved beneficial. The 
general testimony is that the requirement of protest fees has 
operated to assist the Government in maintaining assess- 
ments which in fact were undue and should have been cor- 
rected, while the prohibition of contingent fees has dis- 
couraged imyoriers from undertaking to recover exactions 
in excess of what the proper construction of the law 
warrants. The draft, however, imposes a penalty of not 
less than 5 dols. nor wore than 250 dols. for the filing of a 
frivolous protest or appeal for re-appraisement. (Sec. 125.) 

V.—BonpEp MERCHANDISE. 

The fifth chapter of the draft (secs. 131-147) contains 
revised provisions for the warehousing and transportation 
of merchandise in bond. The law relating to transportation 
without appraisement from the port of arrival to the port 
of destination in the United States is proposed to be changed 
in such manner as to permit merchandise imported at any 
port to be entered for immediate transportation without 
appraisement and trausported by a bonded carrier to any 
other port in the United States for due entry, appraisement, 
and collection of duties there in the same manner as if it 
were the port of original importation. The existing law 
limits the privilege to ports specifically designated for the 
purpose by Acts of Congress. (Sec. 132.) 

MANIPULATION IN WAREHOUSES. 


Under the present laws only a few articles can be changed 
in condition in bonded warehouses. This often works hard- 
ships and hinders commerce. Manipulation of any kind short 
of manufacture is provided for in the draft. For orderly 
procedure and to assure equal treatment, permission of the 
Secretary of the Treasury is required. (Secs. 135 and 142.) 

Under the existing law goods manufactured in bonded 
manufacturing warehouses may be withdrawn thence for 
home consumption in two cases only: (1) Cigars, manutac- 
tured in whole or in part from tobacco, all of which is im- 
ported from a single country, upon payment of the duties 
on such tobacco in its condition as imported (together with 
the internal-revenue tax on the cigars), and (2) waste 
materiai or by-preducts incident to manufacture, upon pay- 
ment of duty as upon importations for consumption. All 
other articles manufactured in such warehouses are restricted 
to withdrawal for exportation. It is proposed in the draft 
to extend the privilege of withdrawal for consumption to 
all articles of any kind, upon payment of duties thereon in 
their condition as withdrawn; in other words, to treat them 
precisely like articles imported from abroad. (Sec. 143.) 
This amendment of the Customs laws would materially assist 
in modifying complaints frequently advanced against the 
limitations of the warehouse system. 


DRAWBACK. 


In the draft the law governing the payment of drawhack 
on exportations, both of duty-paid merchandise withdrawn 
from bonded warchouses and of articles manufactured out 
of bond wholly or in part from imported materials, has been 
simplified. Certificates of the landing of exported mer- 
chandise in foreign countries are required by existing iaw 
as a condition of paying drawback, and constitute one of 
the conspicuous causes of dissatisfaction, because they in- 
volve among other things delay in making the refunds. 
Under the proposed revision they will no longer be required, 
unless in specific cases deemed necessary by the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the protection of the revenue. Another 
proposed amelioration is the repeal of the laws by which 
drawbacks, unlike other refunds, are paid in debenture 
certificates, involving delay and technicalities. Such pay- 
ments would be made, under this modification, in cheques 
or warrants like other duty refunds. Further, the draw- 
back provisions have been simplified by leaving other 
matters, now the subject of numerous statutes, to administra- 


tive regulations. (Sec. 136 and 138.) 
VI.—LENFORCEMENT OF LAws. 


The statutes imposing fines, penalties, and forfeitures for 
violations of the Customs laws have been assembled in the 
sixth chapter (secs. 143-193), except where they are so closely 
connected with matters enjoined or forbidden as to he 
virtually inseparable. In the draft, penalties have been 
made uniform for like offenecs 

The draft further provides that in case of war or other 
emergency the time for the performance of any act required 
by the Customs administrative laws may be extended by 
Presidential proclamation. — (Sec. 193.) Production of 
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certified invoices, and the withdrawal of merchandise from 
bonded warehouses (now required to be made within a 
specified limit of time) are among the acts of this class. 


VII.—REPEALING PROVISIONS. 


‘Ihe laws to be repealed are set forth in the seventh 
chapter. (Secs. 194-198.) There are a great many both in 
the Revised Statutes and in later legislation. Continuance 
without re-enactment of the Acts of 4th March, 1909, chapter 
321, and 3rd March, 1911, chapter 231, known respectively 
as the ‘Criminal Code” and the ‘Judicial Code,” is 
proposed. 





THE WORLD’S SHIPPING. 
MERCHANT TONNAGE AND THE SUBMARINE. 


The following Memorandum has been issued in a 
White Paper (Cd. 9221, price 2d. net). :— 





In March Jast a Memorandum was issued with rela- 


tive tables on the Merchant ‘lonnage and Submarine 
situation. The figures of this Memorandum have been 
revised and brought up to date by the addition of the 
figures for the first ten months of 1918. 

Three statements are attached showing, for the 
United Kingdom and for the World, for the period 
August, 1914,.to October, 1918 :— 

1. Losses by Enemy Action and Marine Risk. 

2. Merchant Shipbuilding Output. 

4. Enemy Tonnage captured and brought into 
Service. 

Since the issue of the previous memorandum the 
output of the Merchant Tonnage of the world has 
overtaken the losses, and during the seven months, 
April to October, new construction has exceeded losses 
by more than a million tons. 

The rate of output of Merchant Tonnage in the 
United Kingdom has not yet overtaken the rate of 
British losses in any completed quarter; but if the 
tonnage purchased abroad is taken into account, the 
losses during the five months, June to October, are 
balanced by the gains. 

THE WORLD TONNAGE ON 31st OCTOBER, 1918. 

The following table summarises the position of 
World Tonnage on 31st October:— 

Gross Tons. 








ee ORE OTT RT Te RT TS Fn 15,053,786 
(vains: 
New construction ............ 10,849,527 
Enemy Tonnage captured... 2,392,675 
15,242,202 
ee nT OO ee ns eee 1,811,584 


The position as to British Tonnage on 31st October, 
exclusive of transfers to and from the British Flag, 
was as under :— 

Gross 'l'ons. 








ET Ie EAPO PIES OEP name 9,031,828 
Gains: 
New Construction, United 
PUNE acide eka dncndanitans 4,342,296 
Purehases Abroad _......... 530,000 
Enemy Tonnage captured... 716,520 
5,588,816 
et ee ee ene, TS: 3,443,012 


DETATLED LOSSES, CAPTURES AND OUTPUT 


THE FOLLOWING TABLES SHOW THE BRITISH AND Wortp’s 
Mercnant ‘TONNAGE Lost THROUGH Enemy ACTION AND 
MartIne RISKS SINCE THE OUTPREAK OF Wap 











Period. British. | Foreign. | Total for World. 

1914. Gross Tons. | Gross Tons. Gross Tons. 
August and’September 341,824 | 35,947 427,771* 
4th Quarter ea 154,728 | 126,688 | 281,416 

1915. 
Ist Quarter ss 915,905 | 104,542 | 320,447 
md , .. «.. 223,676 | 156,743 | 380,419 
Sd ixjtttiwwttiwwSCt«é‘ GHD | «= 72,822 | = 529,481 
4th __,, -- ei 307,139 187,234 | 494,373 
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Period. British. Foreign. Total for World. 

‘1916. Gross Tons. | Gross Tons. _ Gross Tons. 
jst Quarter .. * 325,237 198,958 524,195 
Ind ‘is ~ - 270,690 251,599 522,289 
ard ss 284,358 307,681 592,039 
4th Rs 617,563 541,780 1,159,343 

x 61917. 

Ist’ Quarter 911,840 707,533 1,619,373 
ond mn 1,361,870 875,064 2,236,934 
3rd ” 952,938 541,535 1,494,473 
4th " 782,889 489,954 1,272,843 
ee 1918. } 
Ist" Ouarter 697,668 445,668 1,143,336 
9nd n 630,862 331,145 962,007 
— | 512,030 403,483 915,513 
October $3,952 93,582 177,534 

Totals .. 9,031,828 6,021,958 15,053,786 


* This figure include s2 210, Gh gross tonnage interne od it in | Ene my 
Ports. 
Norr.—Tonnage lost by enemy pr since October 31st 
British . 11,916 
Foreign - va ~~ 8208 
THE FOLLOWING TABLES SHOW THE OvuTPUT OF MERCHANT 
SHIPBUILDING OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE WoRLD 
(EXCLUDING ENEMY CouNTRIES) | SINCE THE OUTBREAK OF War. 


























British 
| Dominions, | 
Period. United | Allied and | Total for World. 
Kingdom. | Neutral | 
| Countries. 

1914. | Gross Tons. | (iross Sens. Gross Tons. 
August and oe eT) 253,290 337,310 1,012,920 
4th Quarter .. 492 320 

1915. 

Ist Quarter 266,267) 
2nd m 146,870 
3rd i 345,070 551,081 1,202,000 
4th ie 92,712, 
1916. 
Ist Quarter 95,566° 
2nd = 107,693 
3rd a 194,961 ,{. 1,146,448 1,688,000 
4th < ;, 213,332 } 
1917. 
Ist Quarter 246,239 340,807 587,046 
2nd " 249 331 435,717 685,048 
3rd ia 248,283 426,778 675,061 
4th ve 419,621 571,010 990,631 

1918. 

Ist Quarter 320,280 550,037 870,317 
2nd = 442 966 800, 308 | 1,243,274 
3rd - 411,395 972,735* | 1,384,130 
October 136, 100 875, 000* | 511,100 

Totals .. 4,342,296 6,507,231 | 10,849,527 


| 


* Provisional figures. 
THE FOLLOWING TABLES SHOW THE ENEMY ToNNAGE CAPTURED 
AND BROUGHT INTO SERVICE BY UNITED KINGDOM AND BY 
Auties (EXCLUDING Russia) SINCE THE OvTBREAK oF War. 








| 
| | 
| United 
Period. | Kingdom. Allies. | ‘Total. 
1914. | Gross Tons. | Gross Tons. | Gross Tons. 
August and aeons 654,037 51,162 | 705,199 
4th Quarter .. 18,269 9,482 | 27,751 
1915. 
Ist Quarter 5,153 | 3,545 | 8 698 
2nd a 458 | 88,489 | 88,947 
ord i §,322 | — | 5,322 
4th | 2204 | — 2,204 
1916. | 
Ist Quarter — | 244,775 244,775 
md SS, 2,073 | 976 3,049 
3rd is 22,821 | 171,116 193,937 
4th . it i tt | an 
1917. | 
Ist Quarter — — — 
ond, ts 656,480 656,480 
ord * 7, 186 333,731 338,917 
4th Re — 116,399 | 116,399 
1918. 
Ist Quarter 997 — 997 
2nd io — —— — 
3rd os as Sie me 
Totals .. 736,520 1,676,155 2,392,675 














Notes on Trade. 





[While every care ts exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘“Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 





MALMO AS A FREE PORT. 


The commercial future of Malmo is based almost 
entirely upon the free port which is now under con- 
struction and the subsequent develupments after its 
completion. The work on the port is progressing 
slowly at present, as there are only 300 men working 
on it, but it is stated that it will be completed in two 
years’ time at the latest. Slips are being constructed 
in order to accommodate large ocean-going boats up 
to 12,000 tons. The most difficult work on the port 
is completed, the work now being chiefly dredging 
and the constructing of walls. Malmo is the last port 
on the Sound to which large boats will be able to come. 

The free port is being built with a twofold idea:— 

1. Malmo is trying to get as much Baltic trade as 
possible. The new port will give it a free hand in 
this respect, as formerly it was hampered by the high 
Swedish import duties. 

2. If it is not possible to attract trans-shipment 
trade to Malmo, it is believed that enough domestic 
trade will be secured to keep it busy. 

Gothenburg as a chief port will continue so for 
domestic purposes, but the geographical position of 
Malmo gives it the advantage in the Baltic trans-ship- 
ment trade. ‘There is a possibility of shipping to 
Gothenburg, then to Stockholm, and thus to the Baltic, 
but Malmo does not seem to consider this possibility as 
very serious. 

Germany has already seen the importance of the 
trans-shipping possibilities of Malmo, and is even at 
this time taking steps to develop them. One large 
German electrical company has purchased about 
2,000 square metres of land in the free port for ware- 
house purposes and about 15 acres of land just out- 
side of Malmo for a factory site. At least six other 
German firms have taken similar steps. 





CANADA AND THE RECONSTRUCTION 
REQUIREMENTS OF EUROPE. 


The Toronto Committee of the Canadian Manufac- 
turers’ Association sent a delegation to Ottawa on the 
28th October, which was joined by representatives of 
the Canadian Industrial Reconstruction Association, 
the Labour Council of Canada and the Independent 
Labour Party to confer with the Canadian Cabinet 
with a view to framing a co-operative scheme under 
which a Commission might be appointed to send 
trade representatives to European countries to repre- 
sent Canadian industrial interests, so that Canada 
may secure a share of the orders that will be avail- 
able in connection with reconstruction work. The 


delegates held a joint conference, when the whole 
scheme was discussed; they afterwards waited upon 
the Cabinet in the Privy Council Chamber. There was 


a full attendance of the Cabinet, and Sir Robert Borden, 
Prime Minister, presided. After hearing various 
speakers, H.M. Trade Commissioner at T'oronto states 
that he understands that Sir Robert Borden expressed 
the pleasure of the Cabinet at receiving so influential 
a delegation, and said that some of the matters re- 
ferred to were already receiving the attention of the 
Government. He suggested that the delegation and 
all interests it represented should themselves nominate 
a Committee which would act in co-operation with 
the Development and Reconstruction Committee of 
the Senate. The Joint Committee could then arrange 
to discuss the plan, and in this way the country would 
have the benefit of their joint views and experience. 


— 
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STANDARD-SIZE CATALOGUES. 

The National Association of Purchasing Agents of 
the United States has finally adopted two sizes for 
all catalogues and booklets, namely 7$ inches by 10% 
inches and 5; inches by 73 inches. The Graphic Arts 
Section of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association 
have also approved a table of standard sizes for cata- 
logues and booklets. 





FRESH CAPITAL ISSUES. 


Owing to the cessation of hostilities some reduction 
in the National Expenditure for War purposes may 
be anticipated, and although the capital requirements 
of the State must necessarily continue to be large 
for some time to come, the Government are anxious 
to begin as soon as possible to relax the restrictions 
upon Capital issues in so far as such issues are urgently 
necessary for the establishment of local services, trade 
and industry upon a peace basis. 

Borrowines By Loca AUTHORITIES. 

While such relaxation must necessarily in the earlier 
stages be of a gradual and tentative character, regard 
being paid to the comparative urgency of the various 
purposes for which issues are required, the Local 
Government Board or other appropriate Department 
are now, in conjunction with the Treasury, prepared 
to consider applications from Local Authorities for 
permission to raise loans in order to enable them to 
put into operation schemes of Public Utility, such as 
Housing, Water Supply, Sewerage, Hospitals, Gas 
and Electricity, Maintenance and Construction of 
Roads, which are of urgent importance. 

In view of the impossibility of providing any large 
sums for advances from the Local Loans Fund while 
direct borrowing for the National Exchequer continues, 
it will not be possible at present to consider applications 
for loans from that fund except in the case of the 
smaller authorities for very urgent services, and then 
only to a very limited total amount, and with this 
exception it is essential that the necessary loans 
should be raised locally by the authorities concerned. 


ee 





WHITE FLOUR WITHOUT PERMITS. 


The Ministry of Food announces that the directions 
dated 27th November, 1917, relating to imported flour 
are now repealed, so that the retail sale and use ot 
imported flour is permitted under the same conditions 
as home-milled flour. ‘The repeal is rendered possible 
because flour milled in the United Kingdom now 
approximates closely to the pre-war standard, and 
there is, therefore, practically no distinction in quality 
between imported and home-milled flour. White flour 
will now be obtainable without any special permit, 
and no special applications need be made either on 
behalf of invalids or for religious purposes. 

FresH BreapD aT CHRISTMASTIDE. 

The Food Controller has issued a licence under the 
Bread Order enabling fresh bread to be sold between 
23rd and 28th December, both dates inclusive, in 
England, Wales and Ireland, and between 30th 
December and 8rd January in Scotland. The licence 
is necessary to avoid any interference with the custo- 
mary holidays of bakers and their operatives during 
Christmas in England, Ireland and Wales and at the 
New Year in Scotland. 





STANDARD BLANKETS. 


Arrangements have been made by the Wool Textile 
Production Department for the manufacture and supply 
of an additional half-million pairs of standard blankets, 
to include a proportion of blankets for cribs. It is 
hoped that the first supplies will be in the shops about 
the middle of January, and that by the end of the 
following month most of the 500,000 will be available. 
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There are four sizes in standard blankets for beds, 
and five retail selling prices, ranging from 36s. 4d. to 
61s. 5d. a pair. Hach blanket will be marked with 
its fixed price. In crib blankets there are two sizes, 
and, although the prices for these have not yet been 
settled, they will be about 11s. and 14s. It is expected 
that, with the use of a higher grade of wool, the second 
supply of standard blankets will be of a better colour 
than the first. 








MOTOR ENGINES AND VEHICLES 
REVOCATION ORDER. 

The Minister of Munitions has issued an Order dated 
6th December revoking the Order of 1917, which pro- 
hibited any person from carrying out without a permit 
any work connected with the manufacture or erection 
of any new q@ unused motor internal combustion 
engine designéd or adapted for mechanical traction, 
or of any new or unused motor-cycle, motor-chassis, 
motor-wagon, or traction or other motor-vehicle pro- 
pelled by mechanical means. 





CRANES REVOCATION ORDER. 

The Minister of Munitions has issued an Order dated 
6th December revoking the Cranes Order, 1916, which 
provided that no person might sell or supply any 
steam, electric, hydraulic, or hand-driven lathe with- 
out a permit. 





COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN ITALY. 

The German commercial traveller was ubiquitous 
in Italy before the war. He was well informed, and 
persistent. 

The commercial traveller was not only zealous, but 
he was well trained. Part of his business was to study 
the habits and tastes of the inhabitants of the different 
provinces, to discover the existing channels of trade, 
and to suggest methods of diverting them to the ad- 
vantage of his firm, to collect samples of the articles 
most in vogue, so that the firm which employed him 
might imitate them and sell them, if possible, at 
lower prices. It was his duty to know the details of 
the business, so as to be able not only to detect flaws 
in rival goods and to explain why his own were better, 
but to explain the working of machinery, suggest 
repairs where necessary, to provide spare parts, and 
so on. 

NeED FoR Hieniy-Trainep British COMMERCIAL 

TRAVELLERS. 

It would seem that the development of British 
trade with Italy must, in large measure, depend on 
our traders being able to provide themselves with a 
staff of men fitted to do the work which has in the 
past been so ably done by the German commercial 
traveller. It is, of course, essential that the men 
selected should have a thorough knowledge of the 
language, not a mere smattering, but one enabling 
them to converse freely, including a familiarity with 
the technical terms used in the trade. They should 
also have a thoroughly familiar knowledge of the pro- 
cesses of manufacture, so as to be able to do justice 
in every way to the articles they have to sell. 

It is suggested that on the conclusion of peace a 
considerable number of men of suitable natural en- 
dowments could be found among those who have 
served in the Army. Many such men might be con- 
verted into admirable commercial travellers if they 
could get a suitable training. It would probably be 
found that such training might occupy about two 
years, one year to be spent in English factories, during 
which an intelligent man might acquire that familiarity 
with the articles with which he would deal, and 
another year might be spent in Italy learning the 
language and the usages of the country. 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 











FOREIGN TRADE IN NOVEMBER. 

‘he imports into the United Kingdom in November were 
valued at nearly £1,000,000 less than in October, but have 
been exceeded on three occasions only. The exports exceeded 
those of the previous month by nearly £1,250,000, the re- 
exports accounting for £800,000 of this amount. 

The following table gives, under the three principal classes 
of articles, the values for November and October, 1918, and 
for the periods of eleven months ended 30th November, 1918 
and 1917. The figures showing the values of the principal 
classes of articles imported and exported in November, 1918 
and 1917, are given in the table under Commercial Returns. 


faw Ma- Articles Total, in- 
ood, terials and wholly or cluding mis 
—— Drink, Articles, mainly  celleaneous 
and= mainly manu- and un- 
Tobacco. unmanu- factured classified. 
factured. 
November, 1918— Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £ 
Imports 43,201 49,017 23,629 116,869 © 
Exports— 
British ea ‘i 1,189 4,112 34,737 43,219 
Foreign & Colonial 692 1,208 1,077 2,918 
October, 1918—- 
Imports - 47,759 40,3518 29,308 117,707 
Exports— 
British 987 5,862 33,174 42,821 
Foreign & Colonial 255 S42 1,021 2,119 
Eleven Months ended 
3ist November— 
1918— 
Imports §23,859 413,513 259,260 1,203,433 
Fixports— 
British - .. 10,988 56,558 327,174 460,191 
foreign & Colonial 3,043 13,184 11,601 27,843 
1817— 
Imports oul .. 428,223 354,202 192,292 920,436 
Exports— 
British . .. 15,286 62,884 391,808 488,168 
Foreign & Colonial 7,077 41,741 17,485 66,373 


The decrease of £4,500,000 in the value of imports of food, 
drink, and tobacco, in comparison with the total for October, 
was contributed to by each group in the class, with the 
exception of grain and flour, which shows an increase of 
£250,000. The imports of meat were less by £660,000; other 
non-dutiable food and drink by £900,000; dutiable food and 
drink by £2,190,000; and tobacco by £1,100,000. 

The imports in November of raw materials and articles 
mainly unmanufactured exceeded by £8,700,000 those of the 
previous month. The total of £49,017,000 in November for 
this class was the largest for any month of the year, the 
next highest having been £42,860,000 in February. With 
the exception of paper-making materials, which decreased 
by £98,000, ail groups in this class show increases on the 
values recorded for October. The value of oil seeds, oils, 
nuts, ete., imported accounts for an increase of £3,287,000, 
while raw cotton shows an increase of £816,000; wool of 
£1,603,000; other textile materials of £882,000; hides and 
undressed skins of £561,000; metallic ores (not including 
iron), £613,000; and rubber £546,000. The imports of 
articles wholly or mainly manufactured were less in value 
than in October by nearly £5,679,000, which was chiefly 
accounted for by a fall of £4,252,000 in the value of goods 
included with ‘‘other articles’? in the miscellaneous group. 
Decreases are also shown in metals and manufactures 
thereof (£1,712,000); yarns and textile fabrics (£277,000) ; 
and leather and manufactures thereof (£854,000); while an 
increase of £698,000 is recorded for chemicals, drugs, dyes, 
and colours. 

The exports of produce and manufactures of the United 
Kingdom show a decrease of £1,020,000 in the value of coal, 
and an increase of £1,560,000 in that of articles wholly or 
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mainly manufactured, compared with the values in October. 
Cotton yarns and fabrics were greater in value by 
£1,348,000, and wool yarns and fabrics by £532,000. The 
value of the exports of foreign and colonial produce was 
higher than in any month since May of the present year, 
but the total for the eleven months ended 30th November 
was only 42 per cont. of the total for the corresponding 
period of 1917. 

The net tonnage of the shipping entered with cargoes in 
the Foreign Trade in November was 2,006,889 tons, this 
total being greater than that recorded for November, 1917, 
by about 9 per cent. The shipping cleared with cargoes in 
the Foreign Trade in November totalled 1,889,657 tons, a 
decrease of about 2 per cent. on the total for November, 
1917. For the eleven months ended November the tonnage 
entered was less than in the corresponding period of 1917 
by 1-6 per cent., and the tonnage cleared showed a decrease 
of 13:7 per cent. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 
The Indian Government Trade Commissioner in London 


has received the following cable, dated 5th December, from 
the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta: 


SEASON. 

Useful rain has fallen in the Central Provinces. There 
have also been light to moderate rains in Madras, Bombay, 
Burma, Bihar and Orissa, and in the United Provinces. 
Scarcity conditions have been declared to exist in several 


districts in Bombay. 
MaRKETS. 


Bombay cotton market is irregular. Fully good Broach, 
April-May is quoted at Rs. 569 a candy. No improvement 
in piece-goods market. 

RAILWAY. 

The survey by State Agency of the Agra Karachi connec- 

tion has been sanctioned. 





CANADA. 





STATISTICS. 

The centralisation of all Government Statistics in Canada 
under the Bureau of Statistics is recommended by the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce, and has received the 
approval of the Committee of the Privy Council 

According to a notice issued in the ‘‘Canada Gazette’’ of 
26th October, the recommendations of the Minister are:-— 

(1) That all purely statistical investigations relative to the 
commercial, industrial, social, economic and general activi- 
ties of the people shall be carried out in the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. 

(2) That with respect to such records of any department 
or branch of the public service as are of a statistical 
character, the Dominion Statistician shall confer with the 
head of such department or branch, with a view to arrang- 
ing that such records be collected and compiled in so far as 
possible in conformity with the methods and organisation 
established in the Bureau, the object of such arrangement 
being the prevention of overlapping, the increase of com- 
parability, and the utilisation of departmental organisations 
in the best manner for statistical ends. 

(3) That after such conference the Dominion Statistician 
shall, at as early a date as practicable, prepare a report on 
the statistical work of each department or branch of the 
public service, with a view to carrying out the above require- 
ments, such report to be submitted to the Governor-General 
in Council for approval, with a view to effecting a permanent 
arrangement for dealing with the statistics collected by the 
Government; and 

(4) That to further promote efficiency and economy, all 
statistical compilations for the Government be carried out 
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in so far as practicable by mechanical appliances, and 
that for this purpose use be made of the machines installed 
in the Bureau of Statistics. 

With regard to the above recommendations, the Minister, 
in a Report submitted to the Privy Council, submitted that 
Section 3 of the ‘‘Act respecting the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics’’ (passed in the last session of Parliament) imposes 
this duty on the Bureau, but that at the present time 





statistics are being compiled in various Government 
Departments. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF MUNICIPAL ** FAIR 


PRICES COMMITTEES.” 


A fair price list of maximum retail prices is authorised 
to be established and published in every municipality in 
Canada by municipal action, supported by Provincial and 
Federal authority, following the promulgation of an Order- 
in-Council, signed Thursday, 4th October. 

The reason for the establishment of Municipal Fair Prices 
Committees throughout Canada is to allay public opinion 
by demonstrating that the consumer is protected against 
extortion, and to safeguard fair dealing dealers against 
unjust charges of profiteering. 

The Order-in-Council is based on the conclusion that those 
who are familiar with local municipal conditions are the 
best judges of what are fair prices to be charged consumers 
of foodstuffs. 

The Council of any Municipality are therefore empowered 
to appoint a committee of two or more of their officers, to 
be known as the ‘Fair Price Committee,’’ and who will 
subinit their investigations to the Minister of Labour. 


EGYPT. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST. 


(From the Commercial Secretary, Ministry of Finance.) 
Catro. 


The Official Customs’ returns of Egyptian Imports and 
Exports for August show a considerable increase in value 
over the same month of last year. Imports have more than 
doubled, and the exports have increased by nearly 
£F100,000,000. 

For the nine months ending September, the total imports 
are more than £14,000,000 in excess of those for the same 
period last year, and the exports have increased by nearly 
£E7,000,000. The figures are as follows: — 








August. Nine Mcnths. 
1918. 1917. 1918. 1917. 
LE. LE. LE. LE. 
Imports ... 5,028,125 2,304,938 33,662,430 19,552,343 
fxports .. 3,615,372 2,715,515 32,560,228 25,600,885 
Imrorts. 


Cotton piece-goods were imported in August to a total 
value of £E1,491,329, of which £E1,309,913 came from 
the United Kingdom, £10,374 from France, £162,910 
from Italy, and £E7,240 from Japan. 

Other principal imports were :— 

Coal, ££248,913, of which £E243,081 was from the United 
Kingdoin. 

Iron and Steel, £E169,013 of which ££152,531 was from 
the United Kingdom. 

Ready-made Clothes, £217,696, of which £E83,706 was 
from the United Kingdom. 

Tobacco, £286,175, principally from Greece, China, India 
and Japan. 

Sacks, £E199,399, from British India. 

Preserved Meat, £386,756, from Australia and New 
Zealand. , 

Coffee, £E96,201, from India, Erithrea, Brazil. 

Olive Oil, £E67.073, from Greece 

Glass Ware, £34,579, chiefly from Japan. 

Matches, £E35,641, from Japan and Sweden. 

Nitrate Manures, £E77,965, from Chili. 

Silks, £E85,791, from France, Japan and Italy. 


Exports. 

Cotton and Cotton Seed form the bulk of the exports for 
August, making up a total of £E3,183,638 out of 
£E3,615,372. 

The balance is made up principally of cigarettes, hides, 
gum, onions, rice and wool. 

[Note.—The Egyptian pound=£1 Os. 63d. at par.] 


GOLD COAST COLONY. 


AMENDMENT OF COPYRIGHT ORDINANCE. 


An amendment to the Copyright Ordinance of 1914, 
pubiished in the ‘‘Gold Coast Government Gazette’? of 7th 
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September, brings this Ordinance into line with the pro- 
visions of Section 14 of the (Imperial) Copyright Act, 1911. 

The alteration effected is of a technical character. It also 
provides for the making of regulations by the Comptroller 
of Customs under the Act instead of by the Governor in 
Council under the Ordinance. Regulations, however, made 
by the Comptroller of Customs will not have legal effect until 
approved by the Governor in Ccuncil. 





EUROPE. 
ITALY. 


STATUS AND CONSTITUTION OF ITALIAN 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE ABROAD. 


The status and constitution of Italian Chambers of Com- 
merce abroad have heen fixed by a Decree, dated 13th 
October, and published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’’ of 30th 
October. Among the notable features of the Decree is the 
exclusion of foreign members from these Chambers except 
as associates without a vote, and the adoption of the 
principles of Government control and subsidy. 

A translation of the Decree is given below :— 


ArT. 1. 

Italian Chambers of Commerce abroad are free elective 
bodies of our merchants and manufacturers resident abroad, 
under the protection and supervision of the Italian diplo- 
matic and consular authorities. 


Arr. 2. 

They provide for their upkeep by contributions from their 
members, by office fees, by other contingent receipts, and 
when the conditions are such as laid down in Art. 12, by 
— from the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and 
zabour. 








Art. 3. 

Italian Chambers of Commerce abroad, in order to 
obtain the recognition of the Government, must conform to 
the rules laid down in the following articles, and must obtain 
official approval of their respective Memoranda and Articles 
of Association. 

Art. 4. 


The Articles of Association of Italian Chambers of Com- 
merce abroad must define : — 

(1) The conditions governing the admission, the expul- 
sion, and the retirement of the active members 
(*‘soci effettivi,’’ z.¢., members having a vote). 

(2) The conditions governing the admission, expulsion, 
and the retirement of the associated members 
(‘‘soci aderenti,’’ 7.e., members without a vote). 

(3) The duties and rights of the active and of the 
associated members. 

‘4) The manner in which meetings are constituted; the 
rules for the convocation of meetings and for 
voting, and the conditions which render meetings 
and resolutions valid. 

(5) The composition and the changes in the membership 
of the Executive Council, the rules for convoking 
its meetings, the conditions under which its meet- 
ings and resolutions are valid. 

(6) The conditions and rules under which resolutions for 
effecting changes in the Articles of Association 
and for dissolving the Chamber may be passed. 

(7) The rules for the nomination of the auditors. 


Art. 5. 

There shall be active members (‘‘soci effettivi’’) and 
associated members (‘‘soci aderenti’’). 

(talian subjects residing in the country where the 
Chamber is registered, who have attained their majority, 
who enjoy civil and political rights and who exercise a 
trade, an industry, or an art, may be active members of the 
Chamber. Societies, institutes, or associations existing 
abroad, or if existing in Italy, which are themselves repre- 
sented abroad, may also be active members of the Associa- 
tion, provided they are constituted for the protection of 
Italian commercial or industrial interests and are composed 
exclusively of Italian subjects. 

All other persons, associations, or bodies or societies, who 
reside abroad or in Italy, and who contribute to the upkeep 
of the Chamber, to the extent which will be prescribed in the 
Articles of Association of each Chamber, may be associated 
members. Chambers abroad may nominate honorary 
members and correspondents. 

No person who has Jost Italian citizenship may form part 
of the Chamber in any way. 

ArT. 6. 

The management of the Chamber is reserved exclusively 
to the active members, from whom an Executive Council 
will be elected at a meeting of the members. 
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ART. 7. 


Italian diplomatic and consular oflicers, or in their stead, 
commercial attachés resident in the place where the 
Chamber has its registered office, form part, by right, of the 
Executive Council, and are entitled to attend its meetings 
with the right of exercising an advisory vote. _ 

(Note.—This term apparently implies that theirs cannot 
be a casting vote. |] 

ArT. 8. 

The appointment of the Secretary, who must be an Italian 
citizen, must be approved by the Ministry. The other 
ofticials should preferably be Italian citizens. 


ART. 9. 


The resolutions of the Executive Council must be com- 
municated within fifteen days to the Diplomatic and 
Consular authorities of the place where the Chamber has its 
registered office, as well as to the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Labour. 

Art. 10. 


Each Chamber must each year transmit to the Ministry :— 
(1) A list of its active and associated members showing 
the changes during the previous year. 
(2) Copies of its balance sheets and budgets. 
(3) A report of the work done in the preceding year and 
of the results attained. 


ArT. 11. 


Thc Memorandum and Articles of Association are approved 
by the Minister of Industry, Commerce and Labour if he 
recognises that they are drawn up in accordance with the 
requirements laid down in this Decree, and that the forma- 
tion of the Chamber fills a real want in the interests of 
Italian trade and industry. 

Approval of the Memorandum and Articles implies that 
the Chamber has been officially recognised by the Govern- 
ment, 

The Chamber will draw up subsequently, but not more 
than six months after the Meraorandum and Articles have 
been approved, a set of Bye-Laws, which will also be 
approved by the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and 
Labour. 

ArT. 12. 

Chambers of Commerce abroad, whose Memoranda, Articles 
and Bye-Laws have been approved, may be subsidised by 
the Ministry for Industry, Commerce and Labour, provided 
that the number of members is not less than 80. 

The granting and extent of the subsidy are left to the 
discretion of the Minister, who will make yearly payments, 
within the limits of the funds available, having regard to 
the importance of the Chamber, the number of its members, 
its financial position, and the work accomplished by it to the 
advantage of Italian trade and industry. 

In the case of newly-formed Chambers, the subsidy may 
only be granted as an encouragement. 

Art. 13. 


The approval of the Memorandum and Articles is revoked 
if the Chamber does not comply with the provisions of this 
Decree and of its own Memorandum and Articles, or if it 
passes resolutions on subjects outside of its own functioys, 
or if it is found that the Chamber develops activities which 
are not in the interests of Italy or which are not in 
accordance with the objects for which it was formed. 


Art. 14. 


Within a year of the publication of this Decree the 
Italian Chambers existing abroad, which intend to obtain 
the recognition of the Government, must conform to the 
provisions of the Decree 


=e ees 


DURATION OF WAR TAXES AND RATES. 


By a Decree, dated 27th October, and published in the 
“Gazetta Ufficiale’ of the 26th November, all Government 
taxes and rates in Italy, which were instituted during the 
war, are to remain in force for the whole of the financjal 
vear following the declaration of peace. 


OPENING OF BowuRSsEs. 


Another Decree, No. 1733, dated 21st November, and 
published in the ‘‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’ of 26th November, 
provides for the resumption of operations on the Italian 
Bourses as from 2nd December. From this date the Com- 
missions established bv the Regency Decree of 12th Novem- 
ber, 1917, and the Ministerial Decree of 16th November, 
1917, will cease to act. 

Proposep TAx ON Non-NEGOTIABLE Deposit REeEceEIPTs. 


A Decree has been published and will be laid before Parlia- 
ment for confirmation providing that non-negotiable Deposit 
Receipts issued in any form by general warehouses or 
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bonded stores in respect of goods deposited with them, 
shall be subject to a tax of Lit. 1, and that Delivery Orders 
in respect of the whole or any part of the goods, issued in 
favour of third parties, shall be subject to a tax of thirty 
centesimi. The Decree further provides that certificates in 
respect of the seasoning, sampling, cleansing and weighing 
of silk, given by any person, shall be subject to a tax of ten 
centesimi. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


HAWAIL. 


ELIMINATION OF POWERFUL GERMAN 
CORPORATION. 


The Alien Property Custodian of the United States has 
eliminated the powerful hold which German - interests 
exercised on the sugar industry of the Hawaiian Islands, 
and the control of Hawaii’s most important industry has 
been restored to its people. 

This official announcement has been made to the American 
press, and the Americanisation of the H. Hackfeld Company, 
the great German-owned corporation, which for years has 
played so important a part in the sugar situation, has thus 
been completed. In 1917 plantations controlled by this 
company produced 14‘),000 tons of cane sugar. 

A new company, known as the American Factors, Ltd., 
has been organised, and the entire assets and business of 
the German Hackfeld Company have been sold to the 
American company—whose stockholders are all loyal 
American citizens, most of them residents of the Hawaiian 
Islands. As a result 640 American residents of Hawaii 
have become stockholdars in the new corporation, which has 
a capitalisation of 7,500,000 dols.—the assets of the H. 
Hackfeld Company were valued at that amount. 


INFLUENCE IN THE PACIFIC. 

The H. Hackfeld Company was capitalised at 4,000,000 
dols. It had undivided profits and reserves amounting to 
3,924,933 dols. In 1917 the net earnings of the corporation 
were 1,661,624 dols. The company was considered to be 
the centre of German propaganda in the Pacific. Some of 
the companies which it controlled were -— 

Oahu Sugar Company, Limited. 

Pioneer Mill Company, Limited 

Lihue Plantation Company, Limited. 

Kakaha Sugar Company, Limited. 

Makee Sugar Company. 

lvoloa Sugar Company. 

Grove Farm Plantation. 

Waimea Suga Mill Company. 

The Kipahulu Sugar Company. 

Pacific Guano and Fertiliser Company, Limited. 


THe AMERICAN CoMPANY. 


The American Factors, Limited, has a capital of 56,000 
shares at a par value of 150 dols., or 7,500,000 dols. capital. 
In comparison with the old capital stock of 4,000,000 dols., 
this would make the new shares as of a value of about 1873; 
in other words, the stock-holders of the H. Hackfeld Com- 
pany are securing for themselves 74 per cent. more than was 
stated by the Company when under German management 
to be their true worth or value. 

The shares in the American Factors, Limited, were offered 
tc the public, and no one individual was allowed to buy 
more than 500 shares . Corporations or groups of persons, 
including families, of not less than five; were permitted to 
subscribe to a maximum amount of 2,500 shares ; the amounts 
of these subscriptions were subject to a reduction, the 
smallest subscribers receiving preference in-every case. 

The subscribers received trust certificates which, when 
surrendered, on the expiration of three years after the date 
of the termination of the war between the United States 
and Germany, entitle the holder to receive the certificate 
of stock mentioned in the stock trust certificate, and until 
then, to receive payments equal to the dividends, if any 
have been collected by the trustees. All of the shares of 
stock will be transferred to seven trustees under trust 
agreement to continue during the war with Germany, and 
thereafter for three additional years. All subscribers were 
obliged to satisfy the Alien Property Custodian as to their 
loyalty. 

Orner INTERESTS OF THE HACKFELD ComPaANY. 


The H. Hackfeld Company was controlled by F. J. Hack- 
feld, a subject and resident of Germany, through J. F. 
Hackfeld, Limited, which was organised for the purpose cf 
naturulising himself, as far as possible without hesiie to 
take the oath of allegiance to the United States. 

The H. Hackfeld Company, through their subsidiary com- 
panies, has been practically the deciding factor in the 
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sugar industry in the Hawaiian Islands, producing on an 
average from 20 to 50 per cent. of the sugar of the Islands. 

H. Hackfeld Company also conducted a general merchan- 
dise business, wholesale as well as retail, and owned the 
B. ¥. Ehlers Company, of Honolulu, which is the largest 
department store west of San Francisco. The Company has 
branches in New York and San Francisco. This is now 
known as the Liberty Store. 


PANAMA CANAL ZONE. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ENTERPRISE 
IN PRODUCTION OF FOOD STUFES. 


(From the Acting British Consul.) Coton. 


The United States Government has taken steps to make 
the Canal Zone self-supporting for its supplies of meats, 
vegetables, fruits, and, in fact, everything that can be 
produced or manufactured at a profit in the territory. 

The Commissariat Department is manufacturing butter, 
cheese, essences, and perfumes. It has laid out large tracts 
of land for vegetable and fruit cultivation, and has cleared, 
planted, and fenced encugh grazing acreage to fatten 25,000 
head of cattle. The Department has for some time been 
engaged in the manufacture of bread, biscuits, cake and ice, 
and the latest enterprise is a tailoring establishment. 


Meat FREEZING AND PACKING. 


As a first step in the cattle and meat industry, two ex- 
Canal dredges were converted into cattle ships. Cattle 
were brought from Colombia and slaughtered here. This 
native meat was ‘‘pushed’”’ a good deal and gradually began 
to supplant the imported meat. It has now entirely 
superseded it. Not only this, but shortages brought about 
by the War led to the Canal exporting meat to the United 
States. This meat freezing and packing business has 
developed, and a good deal of meat is now sent to New 
York, and, it is believed, that actually some of it finds its 
way to Europe. This expansion of operations has accen- 
tuated the need that had long been felt for better fitted and 
more commodious slaughtering and cold storage plant. It 
also created new ambitions, amongst which was that of 
supplying, or helping to supply rather, the United States 
Army in Europe, as a result of which it has now been 
decided to engage in the general meat preserving, packing, 
and canning industry, which it is thought can be carried on 
here at cheaper rates than in the United States, where large 
prouts are believed to be made at present by the packers. 


CoLp STORAGE. 


About two years ago the construction of a new slaughter 
house with cold storage premises attached was authorised 
at a cost of 1,750,000 dols. These premises are being built 
on a site adjacent to Mount Hope Cemetery, some three 
miles from Cristobal. They will be completed by the Ist 
January, 1919. In addition to the slaughter house there 
will be chilling and freezing compartments and a modern 
ice-cream plant. The methods of chilling and freezing will 
be by brine spray, direct expansion, and air cooling. The 
last method will be used solely in the rooms for storing 
vegetables and fruit. 

The capacity of the plant will be 301 heads of cattle a 
day, i.¢., that number will be daily slaughtered, frozen and 
packed for export or stored for local use. ‘There will be 
hanging storage for 4,000 carcases and a total cold storage 
for perhaps four times that number. This plant will be 
ready on Ist January, 1919. 

An addition to this plant has been authorised. A modern 
meat preserving and canning plant will be constructed when 
the present one is completed and in use. Later on the 
whole Wholesale Department of the Canal Commissary will 
be removed to the new site, which will necessitate the 
construction of additional storage houses for dry goods, etc., 
as well as general offices. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


URUGUAY. 
MARKING OF IMPORTED GOODS. 


As a result of the recommendations of the Liga de Defensa 
Comercial, of Montevideo, the Uruguayan Government 
issued a Decree, dated 3rd September, temporarily suspend- 
ing the enforcement of the provisions of Article 3 of the 
Decree of 15th April, which provided that sealed wrappers 
containing any kind of merchandise must bear the net 
weight in an easily visible place, until such time as the 
National Subsistence Board shall submit to the Government 
such modifications as it may deem advisable. 

The Liga de Defensa Comercial, of which most of the 
leading merchants of Montevideo are members, presented to 
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the Government a carefully prepared statement on the 
question, which is responsible for the suspension of the 
original Decree. The Liga does not believe that it was 
intended to include merchandise, such as fine wines, fancy 
soap, etc., not sold by weight or measure. It further calls 
attention to the difficulty of inducing foreign manufacturers 
of branded goods sold in standard packages of small size, to 
prepare special labels for the Uruguayan market, which js 
relatively small. It points out that such a requirement 
would also make it impracticable for Montevideo importers 
to purchase such foreign goods in neighbouring importing 
markets (such as Buenos Aires), for which they would not 
ve specially marked. Ancther point raised by the Liga is 
the existence of considerable stocks of imported and 
domestic goods, all unmarked, which will not be exhausted 
at the time set by the Decree. 

The Liga recommends that the articles to which the Decree 
shall apply be specitically enumerated; that it shall apply 
only to home products or foreign products packed in 
Uruguay, and only to such products as are subject to price 
regulation; that in any event a large number of products 
for which compliance is especially difficult be excluded. 





AMERICA (European: Colonies). 
NETHERLAND WEST INDIES. 








FOREIGN TRADE OF SURINAM. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 
PARAMARIBO. 


The value of imports for 1917 amounted to. 7,645,941 
guilders (£637,161), and of exports to 8,582,170 guilders 
a the figures for the last four years being as 
follows :— 


Imports. Experts 
£ 
err ers 533,320 539,336 
ee 463,822 579,113 
ME ann saeuns 492,610 671,166 
Fe athena 637,161 715,180 


LACK oF SHIPPING. 


January and November of 1917 were the only occasions on 
which goods of any kind came direct from the Netherlands, 
and there were likewise only two opportunities to ship 
produce to that country. Opportunities for imports from 
the United Kingdom were greatly diminished, and British 
goods were very hard to obtain. The neighbouring colonies 
of French and British Guiana were the only avenues for 
goods coming in transit. To buy goods of any kind in those 
colonies became more and more difficult. 

The import figures for the year are augmented by the 
increased value of goods, while the low prices of cocoa and 
coffee, added to the amount of produce lying in store still 
unshipped, kept the export figures from being higher than 
they were, and the trade figures of the colony from being 
better. Lack of tonnage and consequent necessity for 
storage, to say nothing about exchange, made it a very bad 
time for shippers, and for the estates, which are the chief 
producers of this colony. 


VALUE oF IMPORTS AND EXPpoRTSs. 


The following table shows the value of imports and exports : 


for the last four years, classified according to the various 
countries of shipment—the local official figures regard the 
ecuntry of shipment as the country of origin: — 


IMPORTS. 
Country. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 
£ £ £ ie 
Ee es 77,250 112,524 149,839 250,143 
OE ae eee 133,938 134,407 187 ,494 322,263 
eran 21,844 25,007 1,960 5,685 
Seem 294 262 178,194 148 882 52,731 
[Oe piideaet 6,025 3,688 6,374 6,337 
Exports. 
Country. 1914 1915. 1916. 1917 
£ £ £ £ 
CD  itecide dee 113,700 107,521 175,464 186,958 
MES deducuauadds 258,378 346,02 t 329,895 432 979 
DIE easaeuknunde 23,377 1,161 8,344 34,994 
EL * ‘cegusbaxesdes 136,996 120,804 148,295 58,135 
ere 6,966 52 9,166 2,213 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTATIONS. 


The following figures are taken from the Official Returns 
and show the principal articles imported from the United 
States, British, French and Dutch countries :— 
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Article. U.S.A. British. French. Dutch. 
£ £ £ £ 
NE pidieitikantmicambinnie 909 879 — 716 
Earthenware _............00.- 215 070 47 628 
Firearms and Accessories 460 1,851 524 129 
Vinegar and Acids.......... 917 120 — 85 
Beer and Malt ............. 3,133 2,569 —- 4,889 
ID. siidkdetbimndaihsateion 195 10 2 -— 
CD <ensnkvapevnseeasonns 4] 11 — — 
SEE conqudiianiiugiinewtonavin 16,440 8,156 166 — 
Staves and Hoops .......... 1,386 — — ~ 
Butter, Ghee, and Oleo- 
margarine _............ 3,512 3,668 60 7,774 

IE teatbeaiiide i ecintailiis 349 53 — — 
DD. duisitinubiinbinnsnyies 3,887 191 —-- - 
Chemical requisites ....... 4,859 2,713 — 1,008 
ie wi hic isseanbuibale 1,620 325 —- — 
MENOG TOOGS ..cccccesecceene 10,192 3,086 > 1,002 
Machinery; Tools ......... 10,198 6,791 — 2,732 
SE ihirusn cide eeieinticbewtu iba 182 4,326 --- 76 
SER  Diiineidinnesienenendies 484 3,545 42 2,226 
Perfumed Waters ......... 27 507 143 3 
II Si nicidedndudneun 1,139 439 — — 
Grain and Pulse .......... 2,034 1,780 — 3,300 
DEE. dhiinciibiibicimanapeneenceiin 647 2,834 — 269 
le acini diedautts 3,854 1,679 — 2,546 
Iron: Hoop, Sheet ....... 1,062 307 —- 17 
lron: Wrought ........... 7,193 3,107 — 769 
Cs ciate inset aidlintinneadila 1,286 21 — 44 
SEE. :ansinasacinmpiinneiiiimiddun 538 668 — 415 
RS eerreannreorre sie 227 1,897 — 27 
. -deiiiaihnic indian igen 1,946 353 — — 
ite a waite 128 — — ~ 
Confectionery .............. 1,434 656 “= 457 
TN ee ita dink adics 210 1,580 — — 
ESD ne Tae 2,626 4,982 —_ 242 
Haberdashery .............. 10,021 6,366 338 974 
eres 25 75 -— 75 
rae 633 86 — 81 
Soft Goods : — 

ii cia stand qaislel 23,855 45,615 80 2,428 

eh gl le, 734 1,095 — 30 

NL: sti caianenbuancss 331 1,672 22 511 

init eta canmiiiiiinnis — 344 — _ 

,eady-made Clothes ... 4,485 5,486 56 982 
iti cea ebninawnin — 773 — -— 
Musical Instrumen®& _... 441 16 —- — 
SE iacanlnitinssinns 504 145 --- 85 
Sewing Machines ........ 457 407 —- -— 
Kerosine Oil ................ 19,122 4,574 — — 
Gasoline Oil ................ 1,661 2,906 — — 
NE a ainsts biel gsndiowoie 2,697 699 — -- 
Lubricating Oil ............ — — —_ 
EE shit ce cnnuvandinanens 125 96 — 29 
oS aa 15,711 4,266 — 2006 
RE i bi wana ichpacabanbaulees 2,998 2,303 —- 2,347 
EE ic cacatdacienabiins 126 74 — 440 
INAS 53.5: i xthawinnetthbakapiensils 252 10 — 25 
TG iid dsches dtasiatndonwaunnde 149 11,278 —- 883 
ee erter ener ye 3,508 29 — — 
Pe casidehnaniadamcwhs 126 754 — 193 
DE: Shite icuancuioiads — 1,390 — 267 
Boots and Shoes ...... ... 2,807 1,318 — 11 
I <  Saecinibliehiis ciithstiesinies 398 1,280 — 2,182 
Leaf Tobacco .......... .... 2,893 125 -— 
nn er 159 3,641 230) 1,127 
Saget Eee 827 23 —— 
RS emeirereerrys 11,807 1,699 — — 
Pe arenereeeneee 284 1,380 —~ 
RRR Perna 11,642 1,479 — _ 
alae | 366 367 — 66 
I i ailetiaietacedtinks 847 2,681 30 40 
RE, Pidossdictinis hecaneiin 915 2,377 — 178 
RRR On PD 3,917 1,514 — 1,693 
PC reeeernrne 51 28 — 8 
wren: Gelted .:............. 4,330 23,998 —- — 
Fish: Smoked 1,767 529 _ some 
Tinned Salmon _............ 317 2.754 — _— 
Meats: Salted ............. 40,067 5,093 — _— 
European Hams ........... --. 17 —- 394 
American Hams ............ 6,087 — — oo 
RATS e ee anne Or re 1,184 785 421 1,130 
ESE ea nane 2,833 13,608 — 146 
Soaps: Hard ............... 4,818 3,629 90 44 
Soaps: Scented ............ 737 614 — 39 
Salt: Coarse ................ 20 768 — 575 
EE ID ns seiduacnunneds 40 465 — 99 


| 
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Principat Exports. 
iixports to the same countries were as follows: — 


Article. U.S.A. British. French. Dutch. 
£ £ £ £ 
SD: Schick thanibimeneiacey 136,255 122,297 — = 
See Pee ROE eee 1,025 — — -~ 
DEE, 4c wees yp odaseshacckacs 75,678 3,477 —- 4,293 
MIE, ica soscds" skxescusa 62,253 1,013 18,557 — 
ME celia sucachbeetaeraies 3,192 252 a — 
ae 812 — — — 
Quassia Wood _............... 123 — — — 
EINE Atel ir TR res 554 58 67 -— 
| RATER RR Re POE 215 35 39 48,625 
pO een — 339 346 143 
oe ie ga wlisews — 490 — -— 
EE stehieaa una ken Lehisecneds — 3,082 — 5,065 
PE PRN E Anoe fant eae 152,710 55,1383 15,676 — 
Cocoa. 


The Cocoa crop for 1917 was better than the previous one, 
but there was little to show for it’ The European market 
had always taken the crop, and the shippers kept their 
parcels in store in the hope of being able to send the produce 
there as usual But there was only one opportunity for 
Amsterdam, in the month of September, and just previously 
to that it had become imperative to ship a large quantity 
to New York, to save the cocoa from spoiling. Low prices 
and low rate of exchange caused much loss. Export figures 
for the last four years are: — 


Bags. Bags. 
Ro es ole 18,934 Re? 20,142 
ie ....17,086 ree 19,270 

CoFFEE. 


Coffee cultivation steadily increased, passing the produc- 
tion of previous years by nearly 8,000 bags. Had shipping 
opportunities been favourable, the profits would have been 
great. But with only one occasion to Europe that market 
was practically closed. Large quantities had to be stored 
at great loss and inconvenience. There were thirteen 
factories in full working order for the preparation of 
Liberia coffee, and three more in process of erection, which 


shows the confidence placed in this cultivation. Export for 
the last four years : — 
Bags Bags. 
| SRR vec rere 3,750 Pe itvivkaieicennanas 7,707 
ideas iu 5,333 CE NE 7,337 
GOLD. 


The gold-mining industry also felt the adverse influence of 
the times. Conditions were bad, labour being short, and 
the cost of production much greater. Many of the small 
tributors were unable to make any headway, and the 
companies found their work full of difficulty. The total 
production figure for the whole colony is larger than in the 
previous year, but that is solely due to the increased output 
of the largest company, the Compagnie des Mines d’Or, all 
of whose gold is taken out by hand labour, and whose 
expenses for supplies, and especially river transport, are 
very great. Putting that company aside, the industry 
showed a decline. Gold has been worked in this colony for 
some forty years. In that time some thirty-two thousand 
kilos, representing about forty-four million florins (over 
£3,000,000). Production for the last four years has been.-— 


Kilogs. Kilogs 
Ee ee Pe 919 I Pee 798 
Eee een 911 MNT: «5. nee pacdaicis decks 808 

BAUXITE. 


The Norton Company and the Aluminium Company are 
the two American corporations operating here in the shape 
of the local companies “Surinam Norton Company” and 
‘‘Surinaamsche Bauxite Maatschappij’’ respectively. Of 
the two, the latter has come to the practical stage, with a 
large amount of bauxite ore ready to ship after some two 
years’ steady work. The Bauxite Ordinance passed by the 
local legislature has not yet been proclaimed, and there are 
no transport facilities to the United States in consequence 
of present conditions. Two Dutch engineers are also 
prospecting fer the Government. No Bauxite has as yet 
been shipped from Surinam. 

Woop. 


Although opportunities for shipping were much curtailed, 
the export of Surinam timber increased, the variety chiefly 
handled being cedar. All went to New York. Some letter- 
wood was also sent there. No wood or lumber of any kind 
was imported into the colony, and the Government Railway 
department were very well satisfied with their locally-made 
sleepers, which proved to be of superior quality and avail- 
able at a cheaper rate than imported sleepers. The 
“Surinam Extracts Company,’ financed from New York, 
was engaged in preparing mangrove bark for tanning 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
requisites. Various difficulties prevented the quantity 
shipped from being large. Given favourable conditions, 
it was said to be a profitable industry. 


GENERAL. 


The year 1917 opened under favourable anticipations, 
which were hardly realised, for the adverse influences due 
to the state of the world were felt in Surinam during this 
year more than in any previous period. The unsettled con- 
ditions prevented the carrying out of plans which had been 


formed for the development and improvement of the colony. - | 


Closed markets, lack of shipping, want of labour, all greatly 
hampered agriculture. All trades were affected by con- 
ditions, and business in shops and stores was dull. Apart 
from a few opportunities to and from New York, the com- 
munication with the outside world was via Demerara, and 
the restrictions and unfavourable conditions of the times 
were more keenly felt than before. The population of the 
colony slightly increased and its health was very satisfactory. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


‘NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (including Priority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special regulations governing trade with certain 
countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty reference should 
be made personally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, it may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 
trade. | 














UNITED KINGDOM, 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week 
for the names of manufacturers or producers of the follow- 
ing (among other) articles :— 

Machinery for stamping and cleaving mica. 
British manufacturers or producers of these articles now 


in a position to supply are invited to make application for 
the name of the enquirer. 





CANADA. 


The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in Montreal re- 
ports the receipt of the following enquiries :— 


LEATHER GOODS, HARDWARE, AND CUTLERY, 
CHINAWARE, Etc.—A manufacttrers’ agent at St. John, 
N.B., desires to be appointed as sole selling agent, for the 
whole of Canada, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
any line, the goods he is particularly interested in being :— 
Leather goods, hardware and cutlery, chinaware, clothing, 
dyes and kid gloves. (Reference No. 381.) 

CHROMO LITHOGRAPHIC WORK, PRINTING INKS. 
—A firm of manufacturers’ agents of Montreal desire to 
obtain agencies for the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, 
for United Kingdom firms producing high class chromo- 
lithographic work, including calendars, box-tops, labels, 
etc., and manufacturers of printing inks. (Reference 
No. 282.) 

+ 4: ‘k * +* * 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 

TEXTILES, CHINA, CUTLERY, Etc.—Several experi- 
enced Canadian business men are starting a firm in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, whose travellers will cover the whole of Canada, 
and wish to represent United Kingdom manufacturers upon 
a commission basis. Lines specially suggested are textiles, 
china, cutlery, toys, groceries and jams, of all of which lines 
the members possess knowledge. 
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MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN BRUSHES.—4 
Canadian Company, manufacturing a speciality in wire 
twisted hair, bristle and fibre brushes, for houschold, toilet, 
garage, and dairy purposes, is in a position to deal with 
export business, and wishes to get into touch with United 
Kingdom importers desirous of receiving supplies. 


[See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 


Note.—Communications in regard to the foregoing en- 
quiries should be addressed as indicated above. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner for New Zealand reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries : — 

GROCERY LINES AND CONFECTIONERY .—A firn, 
established in Wellington since 1887, and claiming to have 
connections throughout the Dominion, are prepared to buy 
direct from, or to act as agents in the Dominion for, United 
Kingdom manufacturers of all lines of grocery and con- 
fectionery, stocked by wholesale merchants, (Reference 
No. 383.) 

CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, IRONMONGERY, AND 
GROCERIES.—-A firm at Auckland wishes to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers, packers, and agents 
of all classes of crockery, glassware, aluminium, and house- 
hold ironmongery, and groceries. (Reference No. 384.) 

MOTOR ACCESSORIES.—A firm of coach builders and 
motor engineers at Hamilton desire to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of motor car accessories, 
with a view to immediate trade. (Reference No. 385.) 


ELECTRIC CURRENT TRANSFORMERS.—The Office 
of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand has forwarded 
copies of schedules and conditions of contract in connection 
with calls for tenders by the Public Works Department, Wel- 
lington, New Zealand, for the supply and delivery of electric 
current transformers. 


Schedules and conditions of contract may be obtained at 
the Public Works Department, Wellington, and the Public 
Works. Offices at Auckland, Christchurch (Electrical) and 
Dunedin, and sealed tenders on the proper forms will be 
received up to noon on 6th January. Each tender must be 
accompanied by a preliminary deposit of £25. 

The above-mentioned copies of the schedules, etc., may 
be consulted by British manufacturers of electric current 
transformers at the Enquiry Office of the Department cf 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will therefore be of use only 
to firms having agents in New Zealand who can be instructed 
by cable. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
South Africa reports that an agent at Johannesburg, who 
claims to travel considerably in the Union, desires to obtain 
the agency for United Kingdom manufacturers of any lines 
in school supplies, particularly flat rulers. 


[Reference No. 39/386. See Notice to Manufacturers 
above. | | 

BIRMINGHAM GOODS, MANCHESTER GOODS, 
SHEFFIELD CUTLERY, Etc.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa reports that a firm of manufacturers’ agents 
at Johannesburg desire to obtain agencies for United King- 
dom manufacturers of the following lines :—Birmingham 
goods (gold and sterling silver jewellery, electro plate, rolled 
gold jewellery and gilt jewellery) ; Manchester goods (cotton, 
woollen, and silk); Sheffield cutlery and tools (tradesmen’s 
and household). 

[Reference No. 163/387. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. 

JEWELLERY AND ALLIED GOODS.—A firm at Cape 
Town desires the representation in South Africa of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of jewellery or any of the allied 
goods: (Reference No. 388.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers above.] _ 

ok * ok * % 1 

The following enquiry has been received at the South 
African Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, 90, Cannon 
Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further information may 
be obtained : — 

GRAIN AND PRODUCE, AEROPLANES, PAINTS, 
OILS, HARDWARE, ETC.—A firm of mercantile brokers’ 
and manufacturers’ agents at Cape Town desires to get 
into touch with a good United Kingdom firm of grain and 
produce brokers, or principals direct. 

The firm also wishes to take up agencies, in the Union of 
South Africa, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
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aeroplanes, paints and oils, shovels, cutlery, edge tools, glass- 
ware, chinaware, and any new lines that come on the South 
African market. 
(See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above.] 
(Note._-Communications in regard to the foregoing 
enquiry should be addressed as indicated above.] 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


PROPRIETARY ARTICLES, Etc.—An Englishman now 
in this country is shortly proceeding to Buenos Aires, and 
offers his services as a representative of United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters. The applicant states that 
he has lived in Latin-America for over twenty years, and is 
thoroughly acquainted with the language, habits and cus- 
toms of the Spanish-speaking republics. 

He is essentially a salesman and claims to be specially 
qualified for introducing proprietary articles. 

He desires to work on a commission basis with a guaran- 
teed salary for the first two years. 

[Reference No. 389. See Notice to Manufacturers ond 
Exporters above. ] 





FRANCE. 


H.4i. Consul-General in Paris reports the receipt vf the 
following enquiries :— 

GRAINS, OILS AND FOOD PRODUCTS.—An agent at 
Arras, Pas de Calais, desires to represent United Kingdom 
firm for the sale of grains and oils, and all kinds of food 
products, in the Department of the Nord and Pas de Calais 
{particularly in Bethune, the Regions of Arras, St. Pol, 
Douai and Lille). (Reference No. 390.) 


GENERAL DRAPERY LINES.—An agent in Paris 
desires to represent, in France, United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of general drapery lines, including cotton and woollen 
piece-goods, household linen, ete. (Reference No. 391.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 


YARNS, Etc.—H.M. Consul-General in Lyons reports 
that a commission agent in that city, claiming to have had 
considerable business experience and to have good connec- 
tions, desires to obtain agencies, on a commission basis, for 
United Kingdom spinners of cotton yarns of all descriptions, 
including tinsel thread, and also for silk yarns for em- 
broidery. The enquirer corresponds in English and is 
prepared to pay a deposit. 

(Reference No. 392. See Notice to Manufacturers above. ] 





HONDURAS, SALVADOR. 


TEXTILES, HABERDASHERY, OFFICE REQUISITES, 
Etc.—H.M. Vice-Consul at Amapala reports that an agent 
(a Spaniard) claiming to be well known in Honduras and 
Salvador, where he carries on the business of importer 
and exporter on a commission and consignment basis, wishes 
to get into touch now, with a view to obtaining agencies for 
those countries, with United Kingdom manufacturers of the 
following goods, of which the enquirer desires to receive 
samples and catalogues :—Manchester goods in general (cot- 
ton and linen), particularly ‘‘fancies,’’ including zephyrs, 
indiennes, voiles, zarasas, prints, fancy table cloths, mantas, 
and cheap drills; men’s shirts, collars, and cuffs; cheap 
embroideries; men’s raincoats, neck ties in varied styles, 
ribbons and sashes of silk or other similar material, sewing 
cotton on reels, buttons of bone, nacre, or other substance; 
umbrellas and sunshades; sewing needles; powder puffs: 
men’s and children’s hats (felt and straw); jewellery in 
general; superior qualities of soap, washing soap, and per- 
fumeries ; table cutlery ; office requisites; carpets; beverages 
and tinned goods. 

[Reference No. 393. 


Exporters above. | 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





NETHERLANDS. 
[RON AND STEEL TRADES’ SUPPLIES.—An applica- 


tion has been received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) from an important Co- 
operative Purchasing Association, founded last year, at 
Rotterdam, by the most important iron industries in the 
Netherlands. This Association wish to get into touch with 
United Kingdom firms in the iron and steel trades, desirous 
of extending their business in the Netherlands as soon as 


| 


} 
| 


| 


circumstances permit. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





The Association propose to buy, on 
a co-operative basis, all the requirements needed by their 
members 


[Reference No. 394. 
Exporters above. ] 


CURTAIN NETS AND STAIRCLOTH.—H.M. Com- 
mercial Attaché at the Hague reports that a firm in that 
city desires to place orders with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of curtain nets and jute stairclotb. 

[Reference No. 395. See Notice to Manufacturers above. | 

SHIPS’ COMPOSITION, AGRICULTURAL MACHI- 
NERY, ARTIFICIAL MANURES, ETC.—H.M. Consul- 
General at Rotterdam reports that a Netherlands firm of 
general merchants recently established in Rotterdam desires 
to obtain the sole agencies, for Holland, for United King- 
dom manufacturers of ships’ composition, agricultural 
machinery, artificial manures, and Portland cement. 
(Reference No. 396.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. |] 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





NETHERLANDS AND COLONIES. 
IRON SHEETS, BUCKETS AND TUBS, POTS, ETC.— 


A Netherlands house of general merchants and commission 
agents at Amsterdam seeks agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of the following lines :— 

(1) For Holland and its Colonies:—Corrugated and 
galvanised iron sheets, galvanised buckets and _ tubs, 
enamelled iron pots and black iron pots with tin covers, as 
used on ships, Dutch stoves, cabin trunks, guns, ammuni- 
tion and gunpowder, handkerchiefs of all qualities for 
native use, and Turkish towels. 

(2) For Holland only:—Britannia metal and electro- 
plated goods, glassware of the German Brockwitz type, and 
alpaca gcods. 

[Reference No. 397. 
Exporters above. | 

CAUSTIC SODA.—A Netherlands firm of general com- 
missicn merchants desire to undertake the agency of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of caustic soda for the export of 
their products to the Netherlands East Indies. (Reference 
No. 398.) 


See Notice to Manufacturers and 





SPAIN: 


CHEMICALS AND ANILINE DYES.—An agent at 
Barcelona desires to obtain the representation, for Spain 
and Portugal, of United Kingdom manufacturers of chemi- 
cals and aniline dyes. (Reference No. 399.) 

ELECTRICAL GOODS, PAINTS, DYES, BOILER FIT- 
TINGS, ETC.—An engineer at Barcelona, who claims to be 
a specialist in boilers, boiler installations, coal economy in 
boilers, and general engineering, wishes to take up agencies, 
for Barcelona, for United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of electrical goods, paints, dyes, boiler fittings, 
special firebricks, and coal. (Reference No. 400.) 

[See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


LINENS, CUTLERY, GLASS, CHINA AND EARTHEN- 
WARE, ETC.—H.M. Commercial Commissioner at Washing- 
ton reports that a Chicago business man at present in the 
United Kingdom, but who is returning to the United States 
early in January, wishes to take up agencies for one or more 
British houses desiring to extend the sale of their goods to 
Chicago and district. While prepared to take up agencies 
for any lines, the enquirer is particularly interested in 
linens, cutlery, glass, china and earthenware and high speed 
steel. With his intimate knowledge of conditions in the 
Middle West, where he has lived for many years, he claims 
to be in a position to do good business. 

[Reference No. 401. See Notice te Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. | 
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Shipping and Transport. 


AUSTRALIA. 


AUSTRALIAN HARBOUR 
REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the following 
Regulations made by the Governor of South Australia in 
Council on the 22nd August, the 29th August and the 4th 
September respectively : — 

Notwithstanding anything contained in Sections 83, 84, 
85 and 86 of the Regulations for the management and control 
of Government wharves and jetties, dated 26th day of 
August, 1915, there shall be chargeable and paid at all 
Harbours, Board Jetties or Wharves (except Ports Adelaide 
and Pirie) on all wheat, oats, barley, malt, and maize, as 
under : — 

1. Wharfage.—At the rate of 3d. per bag, provided that 
wharfage at River Murray ports shall be at one-half the 
above rate. 

2. Haulage.—Without labour, loading or unloading 
truck, ?d. per bag; including labour, loading or unloading 
truck, lid. per bag. 

3. Haulage at Port Pirie.—Without labour, loading or un- 
loading truck, ld. per bag; including labour, loading or un- 
loading truck, 13d. per bag. 

OveERTIME FrEs—Port LINCOLN. 


The following regulation with reference to overtime shall 
apply at Port Lincoln :— 

Any master or agent of any vessel requiring the services 
of the Harbourmaster in connection with sea or harbour 
pilotage, berthing ships, or removing ships from one berth 
or mooring to another, between the hours of 6 p.m. and 
6 a.m. on ordinary days, or between 1 p.m. on Saturday and 
6 a.m. on Monday, shall pay to the said Harbourmaster, in 
addition to any other fee or fees authorised by the Board, 
the sum of three shillings for every hour or portion of un 
hour during which such Harbourmaster’s services . are 
required. : 








SOUTH 


YARDING oF LivEsTocK aT OuTPORTS. 
At such outports under the control of the Board as are 
provided with sheep and cattle yards, a charge shall be made 
for the use of the same at the tollowing rates :— 
For every day or part of a day :— 


Each 
Horses, Cattle and Mules ..................... 6d 
ID inSgkcinerssinnsensstsevnevwsdecdes 1d. 


EE: siitididéhinaabanibeesibdtatninwtads ciate heels ld. 
(This charge will include provision for water.) 


This Regulation is incorporated and shall be read as one 
with the Regulations dated 26th day of August, 1915, made 
under the Harbours Act, 1913, and any regulations for the 
time being amending such’ regulations or any regulations 
substituted therefor. 





-— 


NEW ZEALAND. 


SOUTH ISLAND RAILWAY TRAFFIC AND 
RECEIPTS 


The following comparative statement of earnings of the 
South Island main lines and branches for the years ended 
3lst March, 1918, and 3lst March, 1917, is published in the 
Annual Report of the Dunedin Chamber of Commerce:— 



































1918. 1917. 
£ s.d. £ s.d. 
Ordinary Passengers ...... 527,130 19 0 550,687 6 1 
Season Tickets .............. 44,465 5 5 50,993 9 4 
Parcels, Luggage, and Mails 93,320 19 8 89,023 11 4 
Totel Coaching _....... 664,917 4 1 690,704 6 9 
eee 1cethiceiteenencenil 865,509 9 2 924,236 5 2 
Miscellaneous ............... 34,354 3 11 34,997 18 56 
Rents and Commissions .. 32,349 1 9 32,699 17 4 
Total Goods ............ 932,212 14 10 991,934 0 11 
Grand Totals ... 1,597,129 18 11 1,682,688 7 8 
STATEMENT OF PASSENGER AND Goops TRAFFIC. 

1918. 1917. 
Length Open for Traffic _............ 1,404m 1,404m 

Passengers— No. No. 
First Class, Single ............... 236 ,680 168,897 
First Class, Return ............ 381,814 591,698 
Second Class, Single ............ 1,149,119 800,615 
Second Class, Return .......... 2,095,668 3,166,698 
NS a ia il an 3,863,281 4,727,908 











SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT--—continued. 























1918 1917 
I oo oe Cae ve pas bwakewone be 107 ,048 120,142 
IS I nc a cc cencvecoccnsee 2,916,618 3,814,797 
Tons Tons. 
Equivalent Tonnage for Live 
NS gira ditens Sas dinsensiviealinints 142,768 180,541 
Niels sis aeehnn dawipinc encima 111,520 137,408 
NE i aileth it ct iia bhawecnaniveers 639,822 703,499 
I IE * 2) 2. biases shylcn es auhienahane 1,187,007 1,351 ,282 
Oe, Senne ee 2,081,117 2,372,730 
NIGERIA. 





QUARANTINE REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Harbour 
Master at Lagos, the following Notice to Pilots, dated Ist 
November, 1918 :— 

It is hereby notified that the instructions contained 
in ‘‘Notice to Pilots’? numbers 7 and 8, of 17th and 30th 
September, 1918, respectively, relating to outbreak of 
Influenza, are cancelled as from this date. 

Any vessel entering the Port having on board persons 
stated to be suffering from Influenza will not, therefore, 
fly the Quarantine Flag or be required to anchor in the 
Pool, but may proceed to disembark passengers and load or 
discharge cargo in the ordinary manner as hitherto. 


MEXICO. 
NEW COASTAL STEAMSHIP SERVICE. 


The Mexican Department of Communications and Publie 
Works has approved a contract with a representative of a 
large Japanese navigation company, to establish a line of 
steamers on the Pacific coast. 

The conditions agreed to in this contract, it is stated, are 
considered very advantageous to the Mexican Government, 
as the new company binds itself to take into service students, 
pilots, and engineers appointed by the Government, and to 
make a discount of 75 per cent. on passenger rates to all 
Mexican immigrants. The company will also carry free of 
charge all correspondence and certain classes of freight. In 
compensation the company will receive for a period of five 
year a subvention in proportion to the tonnage transported 
during that period, but its obligations to the Government 
shall be maintained for a period of 10 years. 

Eight steamers, which will fly the Mexican flag, will be 
put into service, four being used in through trade and four 
coastwise. The time fixed for establishing the new line will 
be eight months from the date this contract is signed. 


NETHERLANDS. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF ASSOCIATION OF SHIP 
IRON CONSUMERS. 


An announcement is made in the Netherlands press of the 














establishment of the Association of Ship Iron Consumers. 


(Scheepsijzerverbruiksvereeniging abr. Sch. Ij. V.V.), the 


object of which is to import shipbuilding and other material. 
in the manner most conducive to Dutch interests, under the- 


existing Government regulations. 

The Sch. 1j. V.V. is at present engaged on the sale under 
certain conditions of a large quantity of shipbuilding 
material, including boiler material, which is to be purchased 
in Germany through the medium of the Steel Shipping 
Bureau at Essen. The Association has been established 


mainly for the purpose of enabling shipowners to give orders. 


for ship construction in Holland at a firm price, and ensur- 
ing the supply of the necessary raw material. The prices at 
which the Sch. Ij. V.V. supplies the material is much lower 
than those now ruling, and the Association does not aim at 
making profits. 


UNITED 
OUTPUT OF 





STATES OF AMERICA. 


MERCHANT TONNAGE DURING 
THE WAR. 


Between 6th April, 1917, the date of the declaration of war 
by the United States, and 1lth November, 1918, the date of 





the armistice, merchant vessels built in the United States. 


and officially numbered by the Bureau of Navigation, Com- 


merce Department, including also those built for the Allies. 


or for neutral nations, numbered 2,985 of 3,091,695 gross. 
tons, of which 506 of 2,056,814 gross tons were ocean steel 
steamers. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT—continued. 





The following table, published in ‘‘Commerce Reports,’’ 
shows the output month by month : — 











Seagoing. 
Months. Steel. Wood. Nonseagoing. Grand total. 
Num- Num- Num- Num- 
ber. Gross. ber. Gross. ber. Gross, ber. Gross 
1917. 

Apr.6 .. 7 34,364 9 17,233 123s 9,201 139 = 60,798 
May 1] 36,086 19 33,004 162 22,137 192 91,227 
June 22 97,908 9 31,216 196 = 22,877 227 162,001 
July 14 54,891 7 14,113 184 20,148 205 89,152 
Aug. 9 46,716 14 12,155 152 27,171 175 86,042 
Sept. 9 35,073 12 12,513 80 28,999 101 = 76,585 
Oct. 13 44,420 22 35,879 87 10,386 122 = 90,685 
Nov. 19 50,660 11 10,872 87 15,736 117 = 77,268 
Dec. 17 85,917 16 20,611 52 16,053 85 122,581 

1918. 

Jan. 12 53,748 6 6,468 39 = 4,579 57 64,795 
Feb. 17 94,242 14 17,874 535,485 84 117,601 
March 29. «115,040 12 20,776 97 11,329 138 147,145 
April 31 =: 180,637 15 21,017 119 11,396 165 163,050 
May -a a40 =: 187,598 13 16,453 132 20,413 i185 «194,464 
June 42 163,034 16 26,985 130 11,406 188 201,426 - 
July 6 37) =—s« 146,981 38 72,727 118 610,223 193 229,931 
Aug. 49 196,102 39 91,997 89 12,750 177 295,849 
Sept. 46 177,765 54 123,668 70 7,037 170 308,470 
Oct. 57 = 228,203 63—117,165 91 12,164 201 357,532 
To Nov 
l] (in- 
glusive).. 25 112,429 24 50,430 15.2235 64 165,094 
Grand 

total .. 506 2,056,814 403 755,156 2,076 281,728 2,985 3,091,695 





oO 


, 4 Includes 1 cement vessel of 3,427 gross tons. b Includes 1 cement vessel 
of 325 gross tons. 


Output 1n 1918. 


According to statements in the press the Shipping Board 
has estimated that the output of ships from the yards work- 
ing fur the Board during 1918 will be 3,200,000 tons. This 
includes only vessels completed and in service. 


SHIPPING BoaRbD’s OBJECTIVE. 


The Chairman of the Shipping Board recently addressed 
a letter to the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce stating 
that it was proposed to build an American merchant fleet 
of twenty-five million tons—3,000 ships. These are to be 
backed by modern port facilities, with bunkering stations 
all over the world. American cargoes, he added, are to be 
carried at rates corresponding to U.S. Railroad Rates-—the 
cheapest in the world. Fast American passenger and cargo 
liners will run regularly to every port in Latin America, 
the Orient, Africa, and Australia. 


PROBLEM REQUIRING SOLUTION. 


To this letter the President of the Philadelphia Bourse 
has replied : — 

‘You undoubtedly are aware of the higher cost of opera- 
tion which existed prior to the war in the case of United 
States ships, over the operating costs of vessels under other 
flags. Your letter to the commercial organisations says: 
‘We will carry American cargoes at rates corresponding to 
our railroad rates—the cheapest in the world.’ May I ask 
how the excess cost of operation is te be covered if the 
rates to be charged by these steamers have to be as low or 
lower than on the vessels of other nationalities? 

“Is it planned to pay to the individuals who charter these 
vessels a sum to equalise the greater cost of operation, or 
is the Government through the Shipping Board to operate 
these vessels at whatever the cost may be and absorb the 
difference as one of the expenses of the Government in 
keeping up a merchant marine which will be available for 
other purposes in case of necessity ?”’ 


PHILADELPHIA AND SOUTHERN SAILINGS. 


By a FederaJ Order, Philadelphia has been made tlie 
port for all sailings to southern ports and to the Gulf of 
Mexico. This will divert about 3,000 tons weekly of traffic 
to the Quaker City, eliminating the longer freight haul to 
New York. 


LINES THREATEN TO LEAVE NEw YoRK. 


A committee representing 25 steamship lines waited on 
the Dock Commissioner of New York recently, threatening 
to move to other eastern ports unless something radical 
was done to improve docking facilities in Manhattan. 

Oniy five piers are now available for big steamships. 
Needed improvements will cost 20,000,000 dols. 


ELEcTRIC WELDING. 


It is announced that the Electric Welding Committee of 
the Shipping Board Emergency Fleet Corporation has 
decided to recommend the construction of a 9,390 tons dead- 
Weight vessel to be built by electric welding. In addition, 
it is stated that the midship section of a 9,600 ton vessel, to 
be launched by the Federal Shipbuilding Corporation at 
Kearney, New Jersey, is to be electrically welded. 








=—_- 


Minerals and Metals. 


CANADA. 


CONTROL OF CHROME ORE PRODUCTION. 

Under the terms of an Order in Council, dated 12th 
October, the War Trade Board is authorised to take 
possession and to operate for a period of five years as from 
12th October it necessary, any mines or properties in 
Canada which are producing, or are capable of producing, 
chrome ore, or have produced it in the past. 

This step has been taken by the Government because war 
conditions, more particularly the lack of shipping, have: 
created a serious shortage of chrome ore for the essential 
requirements of Canada and Allied countries. 

Comparatively extensive deposits of such ore exist in. 
Canada, and it is the intention of the War Trade Board, 
according to the Canadian press, to have these deposits 
developed to meet the shortage. In the event of the War 
Trade Board and the owners of mining properties being. 
unable to come to terms as to the amount of compensation 
to be paid, the matter may be referred to the Exchequer 
Court for adjustment. 

A preamble to the Order states that the above powers are 
given for any period, not exceeding the remaining period 
of the war.’’ 











NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


DEVELOPMENTS IN THE COAL-MINING 
INDUSTRY. 


H.M. Minister at the Hague reports that the 
Netherlands Government have introduced a Bill for the pur- 
chase of the Lematang Exploration Company’s coal and. 
lignite concessions in the Palembang Bovenlanden in the 
Residency of Palembang, Sumatra. 

Geological researches instituted by the Government within 
and outside the areas of these concessions have resulted in 
the following estimates. The coal, which is of very diverse 
qualities, has for the sake of convenience been classed as 
fcllows :— 

1. Hard bituminous coal, 
7,000 to 8,400 calories ; 

2. Soft bituminous, with a combustion value of 6,000 to 
7,000 calcries ; and 

3. Lignite, with a combustion value of less than 6,000. 
calories. 





with a combustion value of 


QUANTITIES AVAILABLE. 


In the northern part of the coalfields situated outside the 
concession-fields, there is, it is stated, a continuous minefield 
in three strata with a thickness of from 7 to 12 metres, 
containing according to a moderate estimate 30 million tons 
of glance-coal and 10 million tons of transition-coal, of 
which 250,000 tons of glance-coal and fully 300,000 tons of 
transition-coal can be obtained in open casts. Furthermore, 
glance-coal was discovered in various places west of the 
Boekit Ringin concession, the presumable quantities of which. 
cannot yet be stated. 

In the coalfields situated within the concession-fields, the 
fields of Boekit Asem and Bahangau contain, it is estimated, 
at least two million tons of glance-coal (of which 400,000 tons 
will probably be obtainable-in open casts), 4 million tons of 
transition-coal, and 125 million tons of lignite. The con- 
cession-fields of Boekit Kendi and Boekit Ringin contain, 
according to a moderate estimate, 15 million tons of glance- 
coal, 14 million tons of transition-coal, and 20 million tons 
of lignite. It will probably be obtainable by means of the 
excavation of tunnels. The concession-field Boekit Boenian 
probably contains at least 15 million tons of glance-coal and 
transition-coal, besides lignite. The concession-field Soeka 
Marina, situated most to the south, has the smallest value 
and contains, it is estimated, 14 miliion tons of lignite and 
only 1 million tons of transition-coal. 

According to the researches in the stage in which they 
were at the commencement of 1918, the areas examined out- 
side the concessions therefore contained at least 40 million 
tons of glance-coal and transition-coal, and the concession- 
fields at least 50 million tons of glance-coal and transition- 
coal, and more than three times that amount of lignite. 


QUALITY. 


The quality of the coal is better than any other coal which 
has hitherto been obtained in the Netherland East Indies. 
The experiments made by the Dutch Navy have shown that 
by mixing glance-coal with a variety of coal likewise 
occurring in the Lematang fields of an anthracite nature, a 
fuel is obtained equal to good Cardiff coal. The exploita- 
tion of the fields therefore creates the possibility of supply- 
ing the requirements of the Dutch Navy in a satisfactory 
manner. 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





Investigations are proceeding to ascertain whether the coal 
can be used for the manufacture of coke for metallurgical 
purposes, and although they have not yet been completed, 
they have shown that if Lematang coal is utilised the 
problem of manufacturing coke will probably be solved. 


Loca, CONSUMPTION. 


Jt is further stated in the explanatory memorandum 
appended to the Bill, that the total consumption of coal in 
the Netherland East Indies rose from 600,000 tons per annum 
to 1 million tons in 1914. Before the war fully 400,000 
tons of coal were imported, chiefly from Australia and Japan, 
a considerable part of which was for the State railway 
services, which in 1914 and 1915 consumed more than 150,000 
tons of foreign coal per annum. If these services use 
Netherland East Indian coal, Japanese and Australian coal 
will probably not be entirely ousted from the East Indian 
market, as the ships which come to fetch sugar and other 
agricultural produce import coal as ballast, which con- 
sequently can be supplied at low prices. A large outlet will 
nevertheless exist for East Indian coal in the colonies them- 
selves. It will, moreover, probably be possible to ship a 
considerable quantity to Singapore and Penang, which before 
the war imported 1 million tons of coal annually, chiefly 
from Australia, Japan and British India. East Indian coal 
might also be supplied advantageously to the Philippines, 
which annuaily import 500,000 tons from abroad, and io 
Colombo. 

Locat Output. 


the output of the Ombilin (State) mines amounted in 
i917 to about 480,000 tons; and measures have been pre- 
pared to increase the output. The annual output of the 
Poeloe Laoet (State) mines has been about 120,000 tons in 
recent years. The output of privately owned mines was 
about 110,000 tons in 1916. 

The large quantities of coal in the Lematang mines 
obtainable in open casts will enable a considerable output 
to be reached in a short time. For 1919 an output of 
200,000 tons is anticipated. Although from a technical 
point of view it will be possible to increase the output very 
rapidly, anticipated difficulties as regards sale and the 
obtaining of miners render it safer to reckon upon an out- 
put of 500,000 tons per annum not being reached until 10 
years have elapsed. 

The fact that the new mines are near the great shipping 
route will facilitate sales. The cost of transport by rail to 
the port of shipment, viz., Palembang (Kertopati) will be 
lower than the cost of transport from Sawah Leonto to the 
Emma Harbour. 

A coal area which is adjacent to the foregoing ‘‘Con- 
cessions,’’ exists at Tandjoeng, near Moeara Enim, about 
which the Netherlands East Indies Department of Govern- 
ment Industries have supplied the following particulars to 
the British Consul-General at Batavia :— | 

Good steam coal, it is stated in this communication, is 
being mined at this place, and steps are being taken to 
bring the production up to 20,000 tons a month. 

The options for coalmines in these districts, formerly 
— to private individuals, have now been given to the 
rovernment. 


CAUSES OF PRESENT DEVELOPMENTS. 


The British Consul-General states that the Government 
require a large amount of coal, both for the Navy and for 
the railways, most of which are State owned. 

The recent development of coal-mining may be attributed 
partly to the cutting off of supplies from other parts of the 
world, e.g., Australia, and partly to a desire to be free from 
the conditions imposed by British Bunker Coal Regulations. 

The quality of the coals at Tandjoeng are good and 
superior to all other kinds produced in the Dutch Colonies. 

Average Analyses :— 
Fixed carbon 67 per cent. 


30 per cent. 


ee ee 


Volatile matter 


ree ee eee eee eeeeeeeeee 


Se: ~-sdaddcweuithsuntebemnaia diaries 1:5 per cent. 
ME A dangueucaisusxsttherciusiysereuvieeniae 1-5 per cent. 


100 per cent. 


Combustion value, 8,400 calories. 

The Government will shortly establish at Tandjoeng a 
modern colliery. The output of that colliery will be used 
in the first place by the Government, afterwards perhaps 
also for private consumption. 


eg 
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CHINA. 
PROGRESS OF IMPROVEMENTS IN 
SERICULTURE. 
(From H.M. Commercial Attaché.) 


SHANGHAI. 


Steady progress is being made by the Special Committee 
at Shanghai (which includes the Foreign Silk Association, 
the French Chamber of Commerce, and the Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce), in combating the diseases which have in 
recent years so seriously threatened Chinese sericulture (see 
p. 586 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 9th May). The Chinese Govern. 
ment have shown their appreciation of the value of the 
Committee’s work by allocating to them a grant of 4,000 
taels (avout £1,000) per month. 

A Report issued by the French expert who has been 
engaged to carry out experiments, shows the work that has 
been accomplished in the experimental rearing of silkworms 
during the present war. 


ReEerort on Work Done rin 1918. 


Experimental rearing of silkworms has been undertaken 
from seeds ef the following brands :— 
1 card of Tsu Kxeei seeds. 
14 cards of Ta Yeu seeds. 
3 boxes of imported seeds of Sino-Kuropean cross-breed. 

The imported seeds were not a success owing to heavy 
delays experienced en route and sudden variations of tem- 
perature, which caused only a very small proportion to hatch 
out. 

Not a single worm sickened or died during the rearing. 
Although hatched at the same time as those of neighbouring 
farmers, these silkworms had finished spinning their cocoons 
a week ahead, which was due to abundant food and applica- 
tion of simple but hygienic methods during rearing. The 
cocoons produced were of a uniform type, of very good 
quality and with total absence of spotted or thin ones. The 
best of these were kept for breeding purposes, and have 
produced 1,500 layings of seeds. The balance was dried in 
order to test their yield in silk when reeled, and tests made 
yielded 1 picul silk from 32 piculs dry cocoons. (One picul= 
1334 ib. av.) 

Cocoons purchased in the same district and reared in the 
usual way from non-selected seed, yielded 1 picul of silk 
from 5:20 piculs cocoons. 

Purchases of cocoons for breeding purposes show again 
the necessity for selected seed, as after careful sorting only 
25 per cent. were fit for breeding purposes. 

Cocoons were also bought grown from selected seed pre- 
pared at the Sericultural School of Hsu Shu Kwan. The 
appearance of these cocoons was quite different; they were 
good and hard, with very few spotted or thin ones. In spite 
of this some 27 per cent. had to be discarded as unfit for 
breeding purposes. 

The microscopic examination of the butterflies has revealed 
an amazing percentage of disease, the cozoons from native 
seed giving 90 per cent. of diseased butterflies, and those 
from seed from Hsu Shu Kwan as much as 70 per cent. Such 
high percentage of disease in these last cocoons, the expert 
states, might be partly due to the habit of native growers 
rearing worms from good and bad seed in the same place, 
thus allowing sick ones to spread the infection among healthy 
ones. 

The relation of diseased to healthy seed selected from 
lavings of picked cocoons bought from different districts are 
summarised as follows : — 

Heng Ling (Wusih), 70 per cent. sick, 30 per cent. 
healthy. 

Zeu Yen (Shaoshing), 72 per cent. sick, 28 per cent. 
healthy. : 

Kashing, 41 per cent. sick, 59 per cent. healthy. 

Ding Doong San (Tai Hu), 69 per cent. sick, 40 per 
cent. healthy. 


~~ ere ee ee 


ITALY. 





CENSUS OF WOOLLEN AND COTTON FABRICS. 

By a Decree, dated 12th November, the Minister of 
Commerce, in conjunction with the Minister of War, has 
ordered a census to be taken of woven, woollen and mixed 
woollen fabrics in Italy. 

All holders of woven goods containing any peapetien of 
pure wool, derivatives of the same, or worked-up wood, 
must declare to the lecal Chamber of Commerce the quantity 
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and quality of their holdings, as at midnight on the 13th 
of December. Exception is made in the case of fabrics 
intended for furniture, of all materials required for the 
State under specific contracts, and of individual holdings 
of less than 2 quintals. 

A similar order has been issued with regard to cotton 
fabrics, whether made in Italy or abroad. All holders of 
more than five quintals of these fabrics were ordered to 
declare to the Cotton Association at Milan before 8th 
December, the quantity and quality of their holdings as at 
midnight of 30th November. 





CERTAIN WOOL RESTRICTIONS WITHDRAWN. 


A Ministerial Decree, dated 21st November, withdraws 
previous regulations concerning the obligation of holding 
at the disposal of the military authorities the wool clip of 
native origin, and dressed wool of whatever origin, and 
concerning the prohibition of dealings in such wool by 
private persons. Holders are therefore at liberty to deal 
without restriction in the commodities in question. 

The Special Commissions supervising the wool supplies, 
etc., have consequently ceased their activities in the matter 
of requisitions, except as regards the liquidation of the 
stocks already withdrawn and warechoused. 





SILK EXPORTS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
The following figures of silk imports into the United 
Kingdom from Italy, as compared with Japan and China, 
have been compiled from IJtdiian official sources. She figures 
are lbs. avoir. :— 
Raw SILK AND SILK WASTE. 


1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 
Kilogs. Kilogs. Kailogs. Kilogs.  Kilogs. 
From Italy: 
1,051,650 948,834 1,465,285 1,200,459 1,307,055 
From Japan: 
—— 474,427 948,174 673,997 1,492,526 
From China: 
— 1,770,540 1,561,033 1,772,065 1,718,094 


SrtnK YARNS AND I ABRICS. 


From Italy: 
2,883,823 2,956,098 4,634,951 4,564,928 4,037,057 


From Japan: 
813,238 


(Habutais) 942,557 


916,688 1,179,875 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.., 





COTTON GINNED PRIOR TO NOVEMBER. 

The number of bales of cotton (counting round as half- 
bales) ginned in the United States from the growth of 1918, 
prior to lst November, was 7,793,615, according to a pre- 
liminary report issued by the United States Bureau of the 
Census. This compares with 7,185,178 and 8,623,893 bales 
for the corresponding periods of 1917 and 1916 respectively. 
Lhese figures include 120,343 round bales for 1918, 132,907 
for 1917, and 154,141 for 1916. The number of sea-island 
bales included is 15,780 for 1918, 57,560 for 1917, and 
80,727 for 1916. 

The statistics for 1918 in this report are subject to slight 
corrections when checked against the individual returns of 
the ginners being transmitted by mail. Corrected statistics 
give the quantity of cotton ginned this season, prior to 18th 
October, as 6,818,628 bales. 


Price Fimxina. 


The Chairman of the War Industries Board expressed a 
hope in October that the substitution of lower grades of 
cotton would obviate the necessity of fixing the price. More 
recently it has been announced that the Cotton Investigat- 
ing Committee have come to the conclusion that price fixing 
is unnecessary and impracticable. This is, based on the 
Committee’s view that there is no immediate shortage of 
cotton, and that the distributing Committee can arrange 
for the marketing of lower grade cottons more effectively 
under the existing arrangements. 


CONTRAC!IS. 


The Committee on Cotton Distribution of the War 
Industries Board has issued the following notice : — 

“In order to facilitate the control of distribution of 
cotton, which has been undertaken by the United States 
Government, ali shippers of raw cotton will be required, 
beginning Ist January, 1919, to make their sales contracts 
ae aya of the Official Cotton Standards of the United 

ates. 
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GERMANY. 





AFTER-WAR TRADE. 
GERMAN BLACK LIST CANCELLED. 


An official announcement published in Algemeen Handels- 
blad states that the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
received the following notification from the German 
Ambassador : — 

(1) The German list of firms not permitted to receive 
German articles or coal is annulled. 

(2) No guarantee declaration of any kind is necessary for 
the export of goods to Holland from Germany nor for the 
transit of goods through Germany to Holland. Export can 
take place without any restrictions whatever, so far as it is 
not hindered by export prohibitions or licences. 

(3) The guarantee declarations made up to the present by 
Dutch importers are no longer valid. The bank guarantees 
are to be refunded. 

(4) The Bureaux established in Holland by German 
industry for the import and distribution of German goods, 
especially the Iron, Salt, and Potash Bureaux, will continue 
working in connection with the corresponding Dutch 
Bureaux. 

(5) Legal agreements made by Dutch importers with 
German purveyors or combinations of purveyors (‘‘Liefe- 
rungsverbinde’’) do not come under the foregoing annul- 
ment. 

KCONOMIC ASPECT OF THE ARMISTICE. 

The 'rankfurter Zeitung is informed from Berlin that the 
armistice conditions will weigh heavily on German industry, 
and it is possible that an appeal to the much-vaunted ethical 
principles may not be fruitless. The evacuation of Alsace- 
Lorraine denotes the delivery to the enemy of the mighty 
mining works to the north-west of Metz, undamaged and in 
full working order. The armistice does not provide for 
any compensation to the shareholders of these works, who are 
for the most part German subjects. The South Alsatian 
textile industry was to a much greater extent in French or 
pro-French hands; the Frenchman has always been less 
suited for mining than for the textile industry. Through 
the evacuation of Luxemburg the great establishments of 
the Westphalian mining concerns in Esch, Riimelingen, etc., 
will have to be left. The evacuation of the left side of the 
Rhine will result in leaving without protection the area to 
the north of Tréves, a district outside the war zone, where 
economic and industrial activities are in full swing. Further 
to the south, also, mining concerns (at Saarbriicken, 
Dillingen, Neukirchen, etc.), pass into the sphere of in- 
fluence of an unfriendly army of occupation. To the east of 
Lorraine strangers will set foot on German soil—on the 
Bavarian Palatinate with its great boot industry, at Ludwig- 
shafen and St. Ingbert, to say nothing of other places. Be 
it noted that while the armistice provides for the occupation 
of these territories by enemy troops, no word is said about 
the date of their leaving. Hundreds of sound limited com- 
panies, including many whose shares are quoted on the stock 
exchange and which therefore command interest far beyond 
their immediate vicinity, come within the sphere of influence 
of the enemy. Any extension of even the mest important 
ccmpanies is rendered impossible. 

All this will apply to the numerous large engineering, 
motor, and powder factories in the Rhineland, the steel 
foundries (e.g., Becker, Zypen-Wissen, ctc.), the extensive 
Krupp works, the coal and lignite works on the left bank of 
the Rhine, the zine and cre mines, the spinning establish- 


- ments in the Crefeld and Miinchen-Gladbach districts, and 


the electrical, cable, and chemical works. The armistice 
prohibits any acts of destruction by the Germans; it is to be 
hoped that the occupying forces will also be subject to this 
clause. 

One thing must be determined upon at all costs, that the 
Rhine district mentioned in clause 5 of the armistice shall 
not be torn away from Germany. It is quite obvious that its 
permanent eccupation will lessen the strength not only of 
this district itself, but also of the whole of Germany, to the 
disadvantage of all those who hope to squeeze compensation 
out of the country in one form or another. As it is, the 
creation of a neutral zone will reduce the productivity of 
Germany. 

GENERAL CANCELLATION OF PRE-WAR CONTRACTS 
CONCERNING OVERSEAS PRODUCTS. 


The Imperial Court has ruled that all contracts concluded 
before the war or prolonged during the war which concern 
overseas products are to be regarded in principle as cancelled, 
in view of the complete change of commercial conditions and 
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relations which the war has brought about. The Miinchne 
Neueste Nachrichten reproduces at some length the decision 
of the Court and its justification. 


FINANCE. 


The Vienna Neue Freie Presse reports that the Wolff 
Bureau has published a notification signed by Ebert and 
Haase to the following effect :— 


(1) We have no intention of confiscating bank and savings- 
bank balances of stocks of money, bank-notes, Government 
securities, or other scrip. 


(2) We have no intention of declaring subscriptions to the 
ninth, or any war loan, invalid, or of in any way interfering 
with their validity. But it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to make the fullest use of large fortunes and incomes 
for the purpose of defraying expenditure. 


(3) The salary, pension, and other legal claims of public 
officials and employees, officers, and other persons serving in 
the Army, disabled soldiers, and their dependents will 
remain intact and fully valid for the future. 





AUSTRIA. 





INDUSTRY. 
GERMAN-AUSTRIAN ECONOMIC COMMITTEE FOR 
INDUSTRY, CRAFTS, AND COMMERCE. 


At the instigation of the Lower Austrian Chambers of 
Commerce and Crafts an Economic Committee for Industry, 
Crafts, and Commerce was formed on 4th November, con 
taining six delegates from the Lower Austrian Chambers of 
Commerce and Crafts, six from the municipality of Vienna, 
six from the Imperial Combine of Austrian Industries, five 
from the organisations of craftsmen and hand-workers, five 
from the mercantile organisations, and four from the 
Association of Banks and Bankers. The new Committee 
resolved to place its services at the disposal of the German- 
Austrian State Council, and to request that it might be 
allowed to co-operate in all matters affecting industry, crafts, 
or commerce. Three sub-committees were formed: (1) for 
matters concerning industry and crafts; (2) for commercial 
policy and trafiic questions ; (3) for financial questions. The 
function of these sub-committees is to prepare all questions 
for consideration by the Committee.—(Die Zeit.) 


LARGE STOCKS OF THE MACHINE INDUSTRY. 


According to a paragraph in the Zeit, the numerous orders 
received by the Austrian machine industry in recent months 
from foreign customers have been executed for the most 
part, but the despatch of the machines in question, so far 
as they were intended for Bulgaria, Roumania, Turkey, or 
Ukrainia, has been for the most part impossible. As a result 
of this the stock of completed machines held by the Austrian 
machine factories is larger at the present time than it has 
ever been during the war. In particular, the factories have 
in their possession numerous agricultural machines, intended 
for the Balkan countries and Ukrainia, which can hardly be 
despatched to these countries for some considerable time to 
come in view of the recent political developments and traffic 
difficulties. As Hungary and Poland are prepared to supply 
foodstuffs only against the delivery of industrial articles, 
these completed machines in the possession of Inner Austrian 
factories might be used with advantage as articles of 
compensation. 


CONDITION OF NAPHTHA WELLS IN EAST 
GALICIA. 


The Committee established by the International Congress 
of the Naphtha Industry and the owners of the Galician 
naphtha wells for the protection of naphtha interests has 
entered into communication with the Ukrainian National 
Government in order to obtain information about the 
present condition of the East Galician naphtha wells and 
to form some idea of the future of East Galician naphtha 
production. 


It is stated that the naphtha wells are quite undamaged, 
and that large quantities of naphtha are accumulated. The 
wells at Boryslav, Drohobycz, etc., are intact, as all the 
naphtha districts are wholly in the hands of the Ukrainians, 
who maintain perfect order. The Ukrainian Government 
will pay great attention to naphtha production, and regards 
naphtha as an excellent article of compensation for use in 
commercial traffic with other states.—(Die Zeit.) 


_— 
=< 





TRADE JOURNAL. 


DECEMBER 12, 1918 





a 


Customs Regulations and 
| Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


EXPORTATION OF LINSEED FURTHER 
RESTRICTED. 

The official “‘Indian Trade Journal’’ of 4th October :on- 
tains copy of ‘a Notification No. 10,404, dated 28th 
September, 1918, which amends the Schedule of Prohibited 
Exports appended to Notification No. 3,075W, dated 11th 
May, 1918, as subsequently amended, by prohibiting the 
export of linseed to all destinations, except the United 
Kingdom. 

The exportation of linseed was previously permitted to 
the United Kingdom, British Possessions, and Protectorates, 














CANADA. 


FREE IMPORTATION OF POTATOES. 

It is stated in Customs Memorandum No. 2,253B, that 
by an Order-in-Council of the 7th November, 1918, potatoes, 
and potatoes dried, desiccated or otherwise prepared, are 
transferred to the list of goods which may be imported into 
Canada free of all duties of Customs. 

It is also stated in the Memorandum above referred to 
that such articles are also free of ‘“‘War Tax” on 
importation. 








REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE 
IMPORTATION OF SEEDS. 


Customs Memorandum No. 2,250B, contains Regula- 
tions respecting the importation of seeds into Canada, 
which have been made and established by Order-in-Council 
of 26th October, 1918. It is pointed out in the Memorandum 
that the Regulations apply only to seeds imported in lots 
of ten pounds or more which are unfit for seeding purposes. 

The Regulations provide that on and after lst November, 
1918, the importation into Canada of seeds of any or all 
kinds of clovers, grasses, vetches, rape, other forage plants, 
field root and garden vegetables, in lots of ten pounds or 
more which are unfit for seeding purposes, is prohibited. 
Any seed shall be considered unfit for seeding purposes (a) 
if it docs not comply with the Seed Control Act require- 
ments respecting the sale of seed in Canada; or (b) if it has 
been refused admittance into any other country on account 
of low vitality. Collectors of Customs, under instructions 
which may be issued by the Minister of Customs and the 
Minister of Agriculture, shall draw and forward to a 
Canadian Government seed laboratory for examination 
samples of all lots of such seeds which are entered for 
consumption in Canada. If examination shows that any 
lot of seeds is fit for seeding purposes, the Collector of 
Customs when so informed shall no longer detain the ship- 
ment, and any bond shall be cancelled which may have been 
given by the consignees for their subsequent delivery to the 
Collector ; but if the seeds are found to be unfit for seeding 
purposes, the Collector may permit the importer to re-clean 
or label the seeds under bond at the expense of the 
importer. 

The re-cleaned seed must be again sampled, and if 
examination shows that it is unfit for seeding purposes, or 
if the importer shall decline to re-clean or label any ship- 
ment of such seed, the Collector of Customs shall refuse 
delivery of the shipment and require it to be deported under 
Customs supervision, within three months from the date of 
retusal of delivery. 





ee 


NIGERIA. 





INCREASED IMPORT DUTY ON TRADE 
SPIRITS. 


The Board of Trade have received information through 
the Colonial Office that the duties on Trade Spirits imported 
into Nigeria have been increased with effect from 20th 
November, 1918. The duties now leviable on imported 
Trade Spirit are as follows :— 

Per Imp. Gall. 
s. d. 
Trade spirits, not being sweetened or mixed with 

any article so that the degree of strength cannot 

be ascertained by Tralle’s hydrometer ............ — 
And for every degree or part of a degree in excess 

of a strength of 50 per cent. ascertained as afore- 
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continued. 





Aud for every degree below a strength of 60 per 


cent., ascertained as aforesaid, a reduction of duty 0 14 
Provided that the duty levied shall in no case be 
Se SEED - ddieciiinctanknetntmenakniimeleaaiiibiiiinedntsd dtuenrene 8 9 


The term ‘‘Trade Spirit’”’ is defined in the Customs Tariff 
Ordinance, 1916, as spirits imported for use by natives, and 
not generally consumed by Europeans. 





FOREIGN. 


ALSACE. 


TEMPORARY DUTY-FREE ADMISSION OF 
COTTON TISSUES TO BE PRINTED. 

The ‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for the 26th November 
contains a Presidential Decree, dated the 21st November, 
which provides that unbleached cotton tissues in the piece, 
destined to be printed:in the factories of Upper and Lower 
Alsace and afterwards re-exported, may be temporarily 
admitted free of duty under the conditions laid down by 
Article 5 of the Law of the 5th July, 1836, and Article 13 
of the Law of the llth January, 1892, and subject to the 
following special provisicns : — 

The import declarations are to specify the number of 
pieces, as also the net weight and the length in metres of 
each piece. 

The Customs officials are to stamp or seal each end of the 
individual pieces, and will issue an ‘‘acquit-da-caution’’ by 
which the importer will be bound, under the legal penalties 
in case of non-compliance, to re-export, or deposit in ware- 
house, the sanie tissues within a period of six months. 

The import of tissues in the unbleached state, and the 
re-export of the printed tissues, are to be affected through 
Customs houses which are authorised to deal with transit 
traffic. No account will be taken of discrepancies in weight 
and length when the pieces are presented for re-export with 
the Customs stamps or seals intact. 











BELGIUM. 


CONTROL OF IMPORT, EXPORT 
AND TRANSIT. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of an ‘‘Arreté-Loi,’’ dated the 7th 
November, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ for the 
19th-20th November, which confers upon the King, for the 
duration of the war, full powers to regulate the export, 
transit, and import, by sea or land, of all goods, and of all 
funds, securities, bills, or coin. 

A Royal Decree, dated the 8th November, and published 
in the above-mentioned issue of the ‘‘Moniteur,’’ provides 
that the export and import of goods of all kinds, by sea or 
land, shall only be efiected under licence, issued by, or 
under the authority of, the Minister for Economic Affairs. 
Licences are to be either general or special; their issue 
may be made subject to conditions, particularly as regards 
the destination and distribution of the goods. The Minister 
for Economic Affairs may dispense with export or import 
licences in the case of particular classes of goods, a list of 
which is to be published in the ‘‘Moniteur.”’ 

The Decree also provides for the institution of a ‘Comité 
des Exportations et Importations,’’ which is to advise as 
to the general conditions to which the issue of licences 
shall be subject, and as to the classes of goods which may 
be exported or imported without a licence. The Committee 
is to be located at the Department of Economic Affairs. 

The Decree was to take effect as from the date of 
publication. 





GENERAL 





The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Belgian ‘‘Arreté-Loi,’’ dated the 15th 
November, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge,’’ for the 
19th-20th November, respecting the restriction of the 
traffic in alcoholic liquors in Belgium. The Decree provides, 
inter-alia : — 

ArT. 1. 

The importation, manufacture, transport, purchase for 
resale, sale by wholesale or retail, or exposure for sale, of 
the following products is prohibited except as otherwise 
provided in Art. 2. 

1. Distilled alcohol, and all liquids containing it, subject 
to a tolerance of 2 per cent. of distilled alcohol of 50 deg. 
strength in the case of wines. 

2. Liqueurs, aromatic ~vines and other wines, of an 
alcoholic strength exceeding 15 degrees. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
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3. Liquids made from dried fruits, of an alcoholic 
strength exceeding 15 degrees. 

4. Beers, ciders and other similar liquids of an alcoholic 
strength excceding 8 degrees. : 
ART. 2. 

The restrictions relative to the products enumerated in 
Art. 1 are not applicable when such products are destined: 

1. For medicinal, veterinary or pharmaceutical purposes, 
or for the drug trade. 

2. For scientific purposes. 

3. For industrial purposes. 

4. For exportation. 

do. lor transit. 

A Koyal Decree shall lay down the conditions under which 
the above exceptions will be allowed. 


ArT. 3. 


During the period of the War a similar prohibition may 
be imposed by Royal Decree, for the whole or a part of the 
country, in respect of beers, ciders, and other similar 
liquors of an alcoholic strength exceeding 5 degrees. 


The present ‘‘Arreté-Loi’’ was to become operative as 
from the date of its publication. 

The report accompanying the ‘‘Arreté-LLoi’’ explains that 
the Government do not desire to prejudice the definite 
policy which Parliament may decide to adopt in the future; 
they feel, however, that it is incumbent on them to take 
advantage of the present opportunity, when the consump- 
tion of liquors by the poorer classes has been practically 
suspended by prohibitive measures, enacted in virtue of the 
state of war, and the high prices now ruling, to re-enforce 








and prolong these measures until Parliament can 
formulate its uitimate policy. 
NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORT OF SOAP SUBSTITUTES 
PROHIBITED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from His . Majesty’s 
Minister at The Hague to the effect that the prohibition on 
the export of soap of all kinds from the Netherlands, 
imposed on the 4th November, 1915, has been extended to 
include soap substitutes in any form. 





PARAGDAY. 


CUSTOMS DUTY ON MOTOR CARS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Asuncion to the effect that the Paraguayan Ministry of 
Finance has decided that motor cars imported into Paraguay 
are classifiable under Art. 24 (a) of Law No. 266 (Budget for 
1917-8), and are consequently liable to a duty at the rate 
of 42 per cent. ad valorem. 











SWEDEN. ‘ 
CONTROL OF IMPORTATION OF ARMS AND 
AMMUNITION. 


With reference to the notice at page 64 of the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ for the llth July, on the subject of a 
Swedish Royal Decree controlling the import of, and trade 
in, arms and ammunition, the Board of Trade are in receipt, 
through the Foreign Office, of telegraphic information from 
H.M. Minister at Stockholm to the effect that the period 
of operation of the Decree, which was to have expired on the 
lst October, has been prolonged, as from the 13th November, 
1915, to the 15th April, 1919. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy and translation of a Swedish Royal Decree, cf 
the 29th Octeber, in virtue of which the following articles 
were prohibited to be exported from Sweden, with effect as 
from the 30th October : — 

No. in Swedish 7 
‘Statistical Index 

of Goods.”’ 
257 H. 
ex 291. 


Articles. 
Materials for boxmaking, planed. 
Shells of bivalves and univalves, crushed or 
pulverised. 


~ — ee 
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. —continued. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


ADDITIONS TO THE EXPORT CONSERVATION 
LIST. 

The War Trade Board of the United States have 
announced the addition of the following commodities to the 
Export Conservation List (see the notices in the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ for the 7th and 14th November) :— 

Effective on the 19th October (Ltuling 279):— 

Garden seeds, X-l. 
Vegetable seeds, X-1. 

[Individual licences not required for export to Canada 
and Newfoundland for consignments of 50 lb. and under. | 

Effective on the 28th October (Luling 286) :— 

Asbestos, manufactures of : 
Braided rope packing, X-2. 
Compressed sheet packing, X-2. 
Pipe and boiler covering, containing 80 per cent. 
or more of magnesia, X-2. 
Rope packing, X-2. 
Wick packing, X-2. 
Sago and sago flour, X-l. 
Effective on the 26th October (Ruling 292) :— 
Caramel colouring (a sugar product), X-l. 
Effective on the 11th November (Ruling 311):— 
Chronometers. 

[The notations X-1, X-2, indicate the supplementary 

forms to be used in applying for export licences. | 
REMOVALS FROM THE Exrort CoNSERVATION LiIsT. 


The following articles were removed from the Export 
Conservation List as from the 11th November (Ruling 311): 
Handles, axe, hoe, pick, rake, sledge, shovel and spade, 
made from ashwood, birchwood, hickorywood, and 
oakwood. 


EXPORTATION OF MANUFACTURES CONTAINING 
GOLD. 








With reference to the notice at p. 267 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal’’ for the 22nd August, respecting the expor- 
tation of manufactures of gold from the United States, the 
Board of. Trade are in receipt of a copy of a Ruling of the 
United States War Trade Board (No. 297), dated the 16th 
November, laying down the following revised Regulations 
on the subject :— 

1. On and after 16th November, 1918, applicants for 
licences to export any manufactures containing gold will 
be required to make their application on Form X, as 
heretofore, and attach thereto, duly executed and filled in, 
Supplemental Information Sheet X-29 (a new form), 
together with any other supplemental information sheets 
required for shipment to particular countries, as Form 
X-101, Form X-102, etc. 

2. Licences when Import Agreement is given.—Licences 
may be granted for the exportation of manufactures con- 
taining gold to all destinations, if the applicant shall file 
with the War Trade Board an agreement (Form X-215) 
to the effect that the applicant will import into the United 
States gold equivalent to the bullion value of the gold 
contained in the commodities exported. , 

On 15th January, 1919, and at the end of every three 
months’ period thereafter, each exporter in the United 
States who shall export manufactures containing gold, 
under this section, shall file with the War Trade Board a 
‘eport in writing (Form X-217) of all exportations of 
manufactures containing gold of bullion value more than 
5 per cent. of the value of the commodity, made by him 
during the preceding three months, and all importations 
of gold from any foreign country made by him during such 
period, to which there must be attached a copy of the 
Customs Import Entry or Entries countersigned by the 
Collector of Customs. 

3. Licences when no Import Agreement is given.—Licences 
may be granted for the exportation of manufactures con- 
taining gold without such agreement for import required 
by Section 2 in the following cases: 

(a) When the bullion value of the gold contained in 
the commodity to be exported shall not exceed 
5 per cent. of the tctal value of such commodity ; 


or 

(b) When the destination is Cuba, the West Indies, 
Mexico, Central America, or South America, and 
the bullion value of the gold contained in the 
commodity to be exported exceeds 5 per 
cent., but does not exceed 45 per cent. 
of the whole value of such commodity, but the 
gold bullion value in the aggregate shipments 
by any exporter during a period of three months 
shall not exceed 33} per cent. of the whole value 
of the total shipments by such exporter during 


essay 
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such period. On 15th January, 1919, and at 
the end of every three months’ period thereafter 
each exporter in the United States who shall 
export manufactures containing gold under this 
section shall file with the War ‘trade Board a 
report in writing (form 216) of all exportations, 
or 
(c} When the exporter is within the class set forth in 
paragraph (b) preceding and the applicant (les 
with his application an affidavit by the manufac. 
turer stating that ‘the commodity was manufac. 
tured or in process of manufacture prior to 15th 
September, 1915, neither the agreement (Form 
X-215) to import, nor the report (Form X-216) 
_ referred to in said paragraph (b), need be made, 

4. In filling out reports of exportations of manufactures 
containing gold (Forms X-216 and X-217), exportations of 
commodities containing gold of bullion value not exceedi 
0 per cent. of the value of the commodity should not he 
reported. 

0. All applications for licences to export manufactures of 
gold which also contain platinum, iridium, rhodium, or 
palladium, will be considered only when the regulations 
governing the exportation of the latter-named metals are 
also complied with. 

SPECIAL EXPORT LICENCE FOR SAMPLES. 

The War Trade Board announce (Ruling 323, dated 23rd 
November), that a special export licence, effective 25th 
November, 1918, No. RACS5, has been granted to the Post 
Office Department and to the Customs Service, authorising 
the exportation, without individual export licence, of 
samples of any commodity and advertising matter to be 
used therewith, regardless of whether the same are shipped 
by mail (subject, however, to the Postal Regulations), by 
express, or by treight, in passenger’s baggage or otherwise, 
when destined to any country except Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark proper, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, European 
Holland, Switzerland, Greece. 

Under this licence the term ‘‘samples’’ is construed to 
mean articles or portions thereof intended for use in 
soliciting orders, and is not construed to include any article 
or portion thereof which is itseif intended to be sold as an 
article of commerce. 

It is unnecessary to apply to the War Trade Board for 
permission to ship under special export licence RAC 56, 
and no special document issued by the War Trade Board is 
necessary in connection with such shipments. It is only 
necessary to note on the package, if the shipment is made 
through the mails, or on the export declaration, if the ship- 
ment is made by express or freight, the following :— 

(1) ‘‘Shipped under special export licence RAC 55.” 
(2) The name and address of shipper. 
(3) The name and address of consignee. 

_ (4) A statement of contents. 

Special export licence No. RAC 55 is not a licence to 
trade with the enemy, and does not authorise any shipment 
in contravention of Section 3 of the Trading with the 
Knemy Act. 





GENERAL IMPORT LICENCE ‘“ P.B.F.27.”’ 

With reference to the notices in the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 1U0th October (pp. 471-472), and the 7th 
November (p. 596), respecting the General Licence 
“P.B.F. 27’ tor goods imported into the United States from 
the United Kingdom, etc., a Circular of the Bureau of 
Imports of the War Trade Board, showing the commodities 
not covered by the General Licence in question, such com- 
modities being classified with reference to the paragraphs of 
the United States Tariff, may be seen by British traders 
interested, on application, at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

The General Licence ‘“‘P.B.F. 27” covers the import of all 
cemimodities (except those mentioned in the list embodied 
in the Circular under notice, which require individual import 
licences) from the United Kingdom, France, or Italy, or 
their European or Mediterranean African Possessions of 
Protectorates, provided that the goods sought to be imported 
originated in any of the said countries, Possessions, oF 
Protectorates. 





GENERAL IMPORT LICENCE ‘“ P.B.F.28.” 
Ina Ruling (No. 306), dated the 7th November, the War 


Trade Board announced the issue of a new General Import 
Licence, to be known as ‘‘P.B.F. No. 28,” effective for ship- 
ments made on and after 9th November, 1918. This licence 
covers the importation into the United States of sugar 
from ail destinations when consigned to the Sugar 


Kqualisation Board, care of the United States Food 
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Administration, Washington, D.C., or 111, Broadway, New 
York City. 

American Consuls have been instructed to certify invoices 
covering shipments of sugar consigned to the Sugar 
Equalisation Board without official notification of the licence 
nuiobers, and without notification from the importers them- 
selves that a licence has been granted. The provisions of the 
Trading with the Enemy Act are not affected by this general 
licence, and American Consuls will continue to refuse t9 
certify invoices where there appears to be any enemy 
interest in the shipment. 


—— 
ie 





Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 


RELAXATION OF EXPORT AND IMPORT 
PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxa- 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export and import will 
be brought into force as from Friday 20th December. 
Further relaxations will be announced in subsequent issues 
of the ‘‘Journal.”’ 


A. EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable 
to each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted 
that goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, and 
goods on List B to all destinations outside the British 
Empire, while goods on List C are prohibited only to 
countries neighbouring enemy countries.* 

It will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. 

(Note.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (except printed matter and 
acculmpanied personal effects), are prohibited on List C.] 


HEADINGS TO BE TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST 
TO ANOTHER. 





_ HEADING. FROM. TO. 
Bicycles, component parts Of ....eeeeeeeees A C 
PE: cCciceuadeteeiersasenewrnuns ares A C 
Castings, malleable hematite iron .......... A C 
Compasses for ships and component parts there- 

DE gh b6Ce Gee Ord ede eendeensseneoeesees A C 
ethene wee ees B Cc 
Cotton, manufactures of, the following :— 

Cotton, Yarn made from or containing 

Sea Island Cotton whether grown in the 
United States of America or the West Indies A C 
Typewriter cloth and fine cotton cambrics, 
in the grey, from 40 to 50 inches wide and 
weighing from 14 ounces to 4 ounces per 
BQUATC VATA cece eeeceeeeeeererereceees A C 
PMMOEE GOR  cocsvcccccccvesccsoussseces A C 
Glass for optical instruments .......+..0+.4. A C 
TD sc cn bande sees es erenarecnsenss A C 
Guts other than silkworm gut........:..... A C 
Iron and iron articles containing chrome, cobalt, 

molybdenum, nickel, tungsten or vanadium.. A C 
Nautical instruments and their component 

POTTS .cccccccccccccecccescccsecsccscces A C 
Ochres and mixtures containing ochres...... A C 
Plumbago ...-cccccccccccccccsccccccesccee B C 
Rugs manufactured wholly or partly of wool or 

EP cdcakewe@idn 60a eskOee eee ede edeeunns B C 
Siennas and mixtures containing siennas .... A C 
Telescopes and their component parts ...... A C 
av—_ a er re A C 
Umbers and mixtures containing umbers .... A C 

CHEMICALS. 
Iron oxides of, and mixtures containing iron 

EE chock ienekmeenessadeteeusneeesnees A C 
PPL OCCTC ET TT TELEX Le A B 


Magnesium chloride and sulphate and mixtures 
containing magnesium chloride or sulphate B C 




















GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 


HEADINGS ALTERED. 
DELETE. SUBSTITUTE. 








(A) Albumen other than blood 
albumen. 

(C) Blood albumen. 

(A) Barium sulphate. 

(C) Mixtures containing barium 


(A) Albumen. 


(A) Barium sulphate and mix- 
tures containing barium 


sulphate. sulphate. 
(A) Casings. (A) Hog casings. 
(C) Casings other than hog 
casings. 


(A) Coal tar, all products ob- (A) Coal tar, all products ob- 
tainable from, and deriva- tainable from, and deriva- 
tives thereof (except sol- tives thereof (except solvent 
vent naphtha) suitable for naphtha, cresylic acid and 
use in the manufacture mixtures containing cre- 
of dyes and _ explosives, sylic acid) suitable for use 
whether obtained from coal in the manufacture of dyes 
tar or other sources, and and explosives, whether 
mixtures and preparations obtained from coal tar or 
containing such products or other sources, and mixtures 
derivatives. and preparations contain- 

ing such products or deriva- 
tives. 

(C) Cresylic acid and mixtures 
containing cresylic acid. 

(A) Cocoa, raw, and manufac- (A) Cocoa, raw, and manufac- 
tures thereof. tures thereof except cocoa 
butter. 

(B) Cocoa butter. 

(A) Gum arabic. 

(A) Gum tragacanth. 

(C) Gums not otherwise pro- 
hibited. 

(A) Molasses and feeding-stufis 
containing molasses. 

(C) Articles, mixtures and pre- 
parations containing mo- 
lasses not otherwise pro- 
hibited. 

(A) Horse-shoe nails. 


(A) Gums not otherwise specifi- 
cally prohibited.* 


(A) Molasses and articles, mix- 
tures and preparations con- 
taining molasses. 


(A) Nails manufactured from 
iron or steel wire. 

(A) Nails, wrought and cut, 
iron or steel. 

(A) Pickles. 


(C) Nails not otherwise pro- 
hibited. 

(A) Pickled onions and pickled 
walnuts, bottled separately. 


(A) Vegetables of all kinds, (A) Vegetables, fresh of all 
whether fresh, dried, pre- kinds. 
served, canned or bottled. (B) Vegetables, dried, preserved, 
canned or bottled, except 
pickles. 


(C) Pickles not otherwise speci- 
fically prohibited. 


(A) Wire manufactured of cop- (A) Wires and cables manu- 
per or its alloys. factured of copper or its 
alloys except armoured 
cable. 
(B) Cables, insulated. (B) Armoured cable. 
(B) Wires, insulated. (C) Insulated wires and cables 


not otherwise prohibited. 


* Many commodities which are commonly styled gums in 

trade circles are prohibited under the heading Resins, ete. 
B. IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

A General Licence has been issued to permit of the import 
of any quantity of the following articles. The licence will 
be valid until lst March, 1919:— 

Gum Copal. 


Gum Iauri. 

The General Licence above referred to does not for the 
present relieve importers from the necessity for procuring 
a ‘‘permit to purchase” if the goods are imported from the 
United States. A further intimation in regard to this 
requirement will be made as soon as possible. 





EXPORT OF SPICES: CORRECTION. 


The following correction should be made in the list of 
alterations of headings of export prohibitions which 
appeared on pp. 657-659 of the ‘Journal’? for 21st 


November :— 
SUBSTITUTE. 


DELETE. 
(A) Spices and mixtures Spices, the following :— 
(A) Cloves. 


thereof, but otherwise 
specifically prohibited. (A) Ginger. 
(B) Pepper, black. 


(A) Pepper, white. 

(C) Spices not otherwise 
prohibited, and mix- 
tures containing spices. 
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NEUTRAL COUNTRIES IN 


EUROPE. 
GUARANTEES AGAINST RE-EXPORT 
WITHDRAWN. 

The following is a list of articles which, on and after the 
15th instant, may be exported to neutral countries in Europe 
from the United Kingdom, France, Italy or the United 
States of America without the necessity of obtaining the 
usual guarantees against re-export. 

In due course an Order in Council will be issued removing 
all these articles, except those shown in italics, from the list 
of prohibited exports. 

The articles shown in italics remain on the prohibited list, 
in Sections A, B, or C, according to their present classifi- 
cation, and licences for their export must be obtained 
accordingly from the War Trade Department, although no 
guarantees will be required in respect of them. 

The above arrangement does not, until further notice, 
apply to Switzerland. 

Adding and Calculating Machines. 

Alabaster for Statuary Purposes. 

Artists’ Material, excluding Oils and Turpentine. 
Athletic Goods. 

Bicycles, but not Tyres. 

Bicycle Accessories as follows :— 


EXPORTS TO 


Bells. Pumps. 

Brake Rubbers. Pump Clips and Connections. 
Carriers. Reflectors. 

Clips, trouser, toe. Spanners. 

Goggles. Stands. 

lr'rame Bags. Tool Bags. 

Lamps. Tyre Levers. 

Oilcans. 


Buttons of all kinds, except military buttons, horn buttons, 
and vegetable ivory buttons, for which licences must be 
obtained. 

Cash Registers. 

Cigar and Cigarette Holders. 

China. 

China Clay. 

Clocks, including clocks for time checking. 

Coral. 

Cutlery; all forms. 

Dental Burs. 

Dental Filling Materials. 

Drugs, etc., the following : — 
Acety! Salicylic Acid. 
Aconite. 

Agaric. 
Althaca Root. 


Ferrum liedactum. 
Fola Hyoscyamt. 

Fructus Focnicult. 
Hydrobromic Aeid. 


Amidol and Substitutes. [chthyol. 
Argentamin. Inula Root. 
Arsenobillon. itharsevan. 
Arsenous Acid. Metol. 


Nitrate of Silver. 


Barium Sutphate. 
Opium, Alkaloids of. 


Beta Naphthol. 


Bromine. Paraldehyde. 
Bubylchloralhydrate. Phenacetin. 


Salicylic Acid. 

Saltcake (subject to special 
conditions). 

Sodium Arsenate. 


Cacodylicate. 
Camomile. 

Chromic Acid. 
Diethylbarbituric Acid. 


Digitalis. Sodium Bromide. 
Duboisin Sulphuric. Sodium Nitroprusside. 
Kucaine. Sodium Salicylate. 


Ferrie Compounds. Veronal Sodium. 

Duplicating Machinery and Supplies therefor. 

Dyes and Dyestuffs. 

arthenware. 

Electro-plated, Gilded or Silvered Goods, except those of 
solid silver or gold. 


Fans and Hand Screens. 

Faney Goods of Paper, Ivory, Mother of Pearl, Tortoise- 
shell, Amber and Amberoid. 

Feathers, made up. 

*Films, printed, positive or negative, subject to censorship. 

Flower Seeds, except seeds of oil-bearing plants. 

Flowers, artificial. 

Fountain Pens. 

Fruit, Fresh, Fruit Juice, Unsweetened, except for Holland. 

Furs, dressed, dyed or manufactured. 

Gauge Glasses. 

Glassware. 

Hair Ornaments and Combs. 

Hair Nets of Silk or Hair. 

Hardware (builders’), if of iron or steel. 

Hats of all kinds. 
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Household Furnishings, Fixtures and Equipment, if many. 
factured of wood, iron or steel, except upholstered 
furniture. 


Ink, other than printers’ ink. 


Jewellery, imitation. 

Jewellery, real, mounted with precious stones, excludi 
solid articles of gold or silver, or articles containing 
platinum, 


Laces and Guipure. 

laundry Machinery. 

Ledgers, loose leaf and similar stationery. 

Lighting Fixtures, if of Iron or Steel. 

Marble, raw and manufactured. 

Mats and matting made of guinco and paviera. 

Medicines, proprietary and patent. 

Miuneral Waters, unsweetened. 

Morocco Leather, small fancy goods and all imitation leather 
goods. 

Mosaic Fancy Ware. 

Musical Instruments. 

Office Furniture and Stationery, excluding rubber erasers, 

Opera Glasses for use in theatres. 

Paintings and Pictures of all kinds. 

Pen Nibs. 

Perjumery, including essential oils. 

Phonographs. 

*Phonogiuphic Lecords. 

Photographic Goods, but not chemicals. therefor. 

Pianos. 

Precious Stones (real and imitation). 

Printing Presses. 

Pumice Stone. 

Razors, safety (and blades). 

Kiibbons, silk. 

Salt, tuble. 

Sanitary ware (plumbers’ goods), if of iron or steel or 
earthenware, containing not more than 5 per cent. copper 
or brass. 

Scales and Balances, not including weights of copper or 
brass. 

Screw Spanners for Cycles. 

Sewing Machines tor domestic use. 

Shrubs. 

Slates for writing or drawing, slate pencils. 

Spectacles. 

Theatrical Properties, wigs and Cosmetics, excluding cos- 
tumes and fvotwear. 

Teeth, artificial. 

Tobacco Pipes. 

luilet Preparations (excluding soap). 

Lloothbrushes, beard brushes, and moustache brushes. 

Trimmings of silk. 

Trufties, fresh or preserved. 

Turners’ wares of wood. 

Type setting and type casting machinery, excluding type 
metal. 

Typewrilers, and spare parts, except typewriter ribbons. 

Umbrellas. 


Wall Papers. 
Walking Sticks. 
Wines of all kinds. 
Were Mattresses. 
* Subject to Military Censorship. 





EXPORT OF BOOTS AND SHOKS. 

The Director of the War Trade Department refers to the 
prohibition under the Order of Council of the 19th Novem- 
ber, 1918, upon the export to all destinations of ‘‘ Boots and 
shoes (children’s) with soles or uppers of leather,’’ and gives 
notice that the prohibition applies to the following classes 
of boots and shoes, namely, those for children, boys, girls, 
youths and maids up to and including size 2. 





EXPORT PRICES: 
IRON AND STEEL. 


The Ministry of Munitions have made the following com- 
ments :— 

The following fixed prices shall be charged for deliveries 
for export on and after 18th November, 1918, until further 
notice, except for deliveries under contracts made prior t0 
16th November, 1918, for which Priority Certificates and 
Export Licences have already been obtained. 7 

These prices are for delivery F.0.B. port of shipment for 
net cash against documents, and apply equally to makers, 
merchants, and agents. Makers may, however, allow t 
merchants or agents, a discount not exceeding 1} per cent. 
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A merchant or agent purchasing steel for export shall 
make a declaration in writing to the steel-makers to that 
effect in respect of each such “purchases. 

Fixed Basis 


prices. 
List per ton. 
y «68. ed. 
Ship, Bridge and Tank Plates ............ A 16 10 0 
i FIC IERIET ieae a pe are C 17 10 G 
ID ccnrndnataisodsrcsisatincanacubaos J Is 0 0 
Ship, Bridge, and Tank thin plates ...... B 19 10 O 
Angles and other Sectional Material ...... D 16 2 6 
Small Angles, Tees and Flats ......... leeaae i 20 0 OU 
ES 1. cabal ahneahdavailsdpudiiiichiianesspunes H 16 2 6 
Rounds, Square and Hexagons .............. I lf i0 O 
Smal] Rounds, Squares and Hexagons G 20 0 U 
Rails, 6U lbs. per yard and over ............ 15 10 O 
Do. under 60 Ibs. per yard down to 
and including 50 Ibs. ..........0...cs.. ~ 15612 G 
Do. under 50 Ibs. per yard down to and 
including 45 lbs. per yard ............ 16 10 OU 
Do. under 45 lbs. per yard down to and 
including 40 Ibs. per yard ............... 18 10 0 
Do. under 40 lbs. per yard down to and 
including 30 lbs. per yard ............ 19 0 U 


Do. under 30 lbs. per yard down to and 
including 20 Ibs. per yard ............. 19 10 O 
Do. under 20 Ibs. per yard down to and 


including 14 lbs. per yard ............ 20 UO 0 
Do. under 14 lbs. per yard ............... 2010 U 
Billets per Sch. E. description (A) ....... 13 10 0 
Do. Do. (B) & (C) 15 O DO 
Eziras.—Same as for Home Sales, see 
authorised list. The above 
° prices apply to steel supplied 
either by Steel-makers or 
SINE. tcininnianleeieaiiecrueneddnis 20 0 0 


Bur Ivon.—A drawback is payable to 
the Government on Exports 
of the above materials on 
account of Subsidies. 





PIG IRON 
The following fixed prices shall be charged for deliveries 
for export on and-after 18th November, 1918, until further 
notice, except for deliveries under contracts made prior to 
16th November, 1918, for which Priority Certificates and 
Export Licences have already been obtained. 


These prices are for delivery F.O.B. port of shipment for 
net cash against documents, and apply equally to 
Makers, Merchants, and Agents. Makers may, however, 
allow to Merchants or Agents, a discount not exceeding 
1} per cent. 

A Merchant or Agent purchasing Iron for Export shall 
make a declaration in writing to the Iron Makers to that 
effect in respect of each such purchase. 


Per Ton. 
Hematite Pig Iron. £ sa. 4. 
Kast Coast Mixed, Nos. 1, 2 and 8 ............ 812 6 
A MS TN on. caiaceratsaceenneecece 812 6 
GS Oe I i cba candecsesendacaess 812 6 
we Geet, Mes. 3. Band S .........6..6066006. 817 G&G 
Malleable Hematite Pig Ivon. 
SU GE GING ciceenscenccscuccccvensiensess 10 10 O 
Cast direct from Blast Furnaces, » large Pig, 
IID: <iiinshiilitinididndsianhdemmnneinsevisnanihentiis + 6 
Foundry und Forge Pig Iron. 
Cleveland, No. 3 Foundry ........................ 7 5 0 
SE TID diisntcicncnnensaniigincensnnensoniaces: 7 58 O 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, and Notting- 
SE, Sy wt ED a sccdnasiaceubecvacemaessens 7 2 G 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, and Notting- 
EE sis citusstniendusninentedadonaness 7 0 0 
RAMOGUNEETO BOUGEEY o...65 5. .cccccccesscccescnes. 7 a 
IE MU 5 ios obs cugecutnakaesreesaeeesa 7 7 6 
Northamptonshire, No. 3 Foundry ............ 7 0 0 
Northamptonshire, No. 4 Forge ............... 617 6 
North Staffordshire Foundry ................... 7 7 6 
North Staffordshire No. 4 Forge ............... 7 5 0 
South Staffordshire, Shropshire, and 
Worcestershire Part Mine Foundry ....... 712 6 
i, ON MD MND bi i ccnkssecedasvetseneddsaese 710 O 
SOottee, NG. BS POMMSCY 6.05... .s0ccvecsesesesece. 8 4 0 
Basic Pig Iron. 
SIL: > i dibilesiiidlisehe Send inotesthadetuabinhibohiebed 710 O 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, and Notting- 
BE Wcntnbencbdahvsacsvadsudedsensubeaskatdiaiddetets a 
EE a Pe eee eet en eae 7 7 6 
I uc escatantsupundekenisavinases 7 7 G6 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





Per Ton. 
£ os. d. 
North Staiordgeare ccccccccccccsccccces aE PRA ee 
South Staifordshire, Shropshire, and 
LT AT SELL NOES) Mm PS 


Subject to all usual variations for quality which have been 
sanctioned by the Ministry for the home trade. 

A drawback is payable to the Government on Exports of 
the above materials on account of Subsidies. 





AMERICAN COTTON: GENERAL LICENCE. 

The Cotton Controi Board hereby issue a General Licence 
which holds good until further notice to all spinners to 
purchase American Cotton on the spot; that is to say, 
sipnners may buy spot cotton without obtaining Licences 
from the Cotton Control! Board as at present. 





EXPORT OF BU PE. \LO b ENDS AND FLESH 
SPLITS. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that applications will now receive consideration in approved 
cases for the export of the following goods :— 

1. Limed Buffalo Bends for Picker making. 
2. Flesh Splits under 1 m/im. 





APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. 

The following names are added to the list of persons and 
hedies of persons to whom articles to be exported to China 
may be consigned :— 

Amoy Dispensary, Amy. 
China Dispensary, Tientsin. 
Fenton and Co., John, Peking. 
Fulford and Co., Lid., G. T. (Dr. Williams Medicine Co.). 
Nagase Yoko (D. Nagase and Co., Ltd.), Shanghai. 
Phoenix Oriental Exploitation Co. 
Schen and Co., H. Wk., Shanghai. 
Shanghai Building and Investment Co., Ltd., Shanghai. 
Shanghai Garage Co., Ltd. 
Shereinin and Co., A. G. de, Shanghai. 
Simmons and Co., Theodore, Shanghai. 
Sopher and Co., Theodore,, Shanghai. 
Stevenson, Spencer B., Shanghai. 
Sua Manggis Rubber Co , Ltd., Shanghai. 
‘Tebong Rubber and Tapioca Estate, Ltd., Shanghat. 
Tipper and Co., Tientsin. 
Yckchama Kiito Kwaisha Ltd. (Yamato Yoko), Shanghai. 
Ziangbe Rubber Co., Lid., Shanghai. 
CORRECTIONS. 

The following Corrections are notified in the list of persons 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to 
China may be consigned: 

Ayer Tawah Co., Litd., Shanghai, 
should read 
Ayer Tawah Rubber Plantation Co., Ltd., Shanghai. 
Benjamin, D. H., Shanghai, 
should read 
Benjamin, D. H., and Co., Shanghai. 
David, 5s. J., and Co., Shanghai, 
should read 
David, 8S. J., and Co., Ltd., Shanghai. 
Mogi Yoko, Shanghai, 
should read 
Mogi and Co. (Mogi Yoko), Shanghai. 
Seniagaga Rubber Plantation Co. , Ltd., Shanghai, 
should read 
Samagaga Rubber Plantation Co., Ltd., Shanghai. 
Sennet Ireres, Shanghai and Peking, 
should read 
Sennet Freres. 
Williains, Dr., Medicine Co., 
should read 


Williams, Dr., Medicine Co. (Fulford Co., Ltd., 
G. T 


The following names are Removed from the list of persons 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to 
China may be consigned : — 

Brook and Co., E., Shanghai 
Kastern Garage, Shanghai 
Star Richshaw and Garage Co., Shanghai. 
Tipper and Fenton, Tientsin. 
EXPORTS OF WOOL TO FRANCE. 

The Department of Wool Textile Production at Bradford 
have issued the following notice to the trade, dated 3rd 
December ° 

It is notified for the information of all concerned that the 
French Ministry of Commerce have adopted a system of 
key and sub-certificates in place of the existing system of 
“recommendations” for regulating the supplies of civil 
varns to France. 
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The Ministry of Commerce wiil, under this scheme, issue 
to every approved French buyer ot yarn a ‘‘certificat global”’ 
or key certincate, authorising that buyer to arrange tor the 
importation of............... kilos of yarn containing wool from 
the United Kingdom. Under the authority of this key 
certificate the Krench buyer will issue a ‘‘sous-certificat’’ 
or sub-certificate, tor the quantity for which he desires to 
purchase or have supplied trom a particular English seller. 
fhe French Ministry of Commerce have not issued printed 
forms of sub-certificates, but the french buyers are required 
to copy on their ordinary letter paper a form ot sub- 
certiticate published in the ‘‘Journal Official’? of 22nd 
Uctober, 1918, and to insert the necessary details. One copy 
of each sub-certificate will be sent by the French buyer 
direct to the English seller, and a second copy to the French 
Ministry of Commerce. 

Betore issuing this ‘‘sous-certificat’’ the French buyer will 
doubtless communicate with the English firm to ascertain 
as definitely as possible the prospects of supply within the 
rationing period. The ‘‘certificat global’? issued by the 
French Ministry of Commerce will bear a distinguishing 
number. ‘Lhe ‘‘sous-certificats’’ issued by the French buyer 
will be numbered consecutively, and will also state the 
number of the key-certificate. In the event of an English 
merchant or spinner being unable to supply the quantity 
stated on a particular ‘‘sous certificat’’ arrangements will 
be made to cancel this certificate in order that the French 
buyer may issue a new ‘“‘sub-certificate’’ to some other firm. 
APPLICATIONS FOR Export YARN RaTIONING CERTIFICATES. 

Applications for Export Yarn Rationing Certificates 
against these Irench sub-certificates will be made in the 
usual way on form R.6, the actual sub-certificate (not a copy 
made by the English exporter) being attached to that form 
when it is forwarded to the Secretary of Joint Rationing 
Committee, Department of Wool Textile Production, War 
Office, Bradford. In the event of it not being found 
possible to issue a Y.6 certificate against a particular ‘‘sous- 
certificat’’ the Secretary of the Joint Rationing Committee 
will notify the English applicant, and a period of 7 days (or 
14 days in special approved cases) will be allowed in which 
a fresh application for a new source of supply may be 
submitted against the same sub-certificate. If this renewed 
application is not submitted within that time, the sub- 
certificate will be cancelled and returned to the French 
buyer, who will issue a new ‘‘sous-certificat’’ in the ordinary 
way, but to some other English firm. 

So far as the English exporters are concerned, the above 
are the only alterations necessary in the existing procedure 
for applying for Y.6 certificates for France. 


DEMOBILISATION SECTION. 
RELEASE OF PIVOTAL MEN. 


The following announcement is issued by the Department 
of Demobilisation and Resettlement of the Ministry of 
Labour : — 

The Admiralty, the Army Council, and the Air Ministry 
have issued special instructions as to the immediate filling- 
in of Civil Employment forms A.F.Z. 15 and 16 (for the 
Army), 5.1299 and §.1300 (for the Navy) by officers and 
men. The forms mentioned are those which are filled up 
by officers and men, giving particulars of their civil 
occupation and desires for the future. When filled, they 
are sent to the Ministry of Labour for action. 

In the cases of those officers and men who have promises 
of employment, the forms are sent to the employers named, 
and when those employers have confirmed the statements 
made, the men concerned at once become ‘‘slip’? men for 
early release on general demobilisation. The receipt of a 
‘‘slip’’ by a ship or a unit is not an order for the dispersal 
of the individual, but only an indication that his future 
employment is assured. Orders for release by Trade groups 
will be issued through official channels in due course. 

In the cases of those who have no employment 
promised them or who desire training, the particulars on 
the forms will assist the Ministry of Labour in meeting the 
needs of the officers or men. 

It has been pointed out to the forces that the order for 
the filling in of the forms must not be interpreted as an in- 
dication the general demobilisation is imminent, and this is 
being explained to all concerned. 

The object of the ferms is to enable the Ministry of 
Labour to prepare for the resettlement of officers and men 
in civil life to take the place as quickly and as satisfactorily 
as possible when general demobilisation is ordered. 

The only men being demobilised at present are :— 

(a) Coal-miners, and 
(b) Certain classes of men for shipyard work. 
(c) Demobilisers and pivotal men. 











— 
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PIVOTAL MEN TO BE EMPLOYED ABROAD. 


As announced in the ‘Journal’? of the 28th November, 
the Naval and Military authorities have agreed to release 
a strictly limited number of pivotal men in advance of 
general demobilisation. 


In all cases where such men are required to proceed 
abroad in the interests of British trade, or to foster the 
production of raw materials essential to British industry, 
application for their release should be addressed to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, which has been authorised 
to make a fixed number of recommendations to the Ministry 
of Labour for transmission to the Admiralty or War Office. 


As the number of applications received by the Department 
will probably be considerably in excess ot the quota which 
the Naval and Military authorities are able to release, it 
may not be possible to make recommendations in every case 
submitted, but any names, which it may not be found 
possible to include in the lists of men recommended for 
early release by the Department, will be transniitted to the 
Appointment Department of the Ministry of Labour, who 
will arrange for securing priority of release as soon as 
general demobilisation begins. 

It should be noted that the Department is only concerned 
with the cases of pivotal men to be employed abroad. 
Applications for release of pivotal men in commerce, in 
cases where the men are to be employed at home, should 
be addressed to the authorities indicated in the announce- 
ment which appeared in the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ of 
the 28th November. 

Applications to the Department of Overseas Trade shoul 
be accompanied by the following particulars :— ; 

1. (a) In the case of men in the Army or Koyal Ai 
Force :— ° 

Surname: 

Christian Name (in full): 

Regimental Number: 

Rank : 

Unit: 

Expeditionary Force or Command: 

Name and Address of Employers: 

Nearest railway station to place at which men 
should report: 

Market : 


(b) In the case of men in the Royal Navy :— 
Surname: 
Christian Name (in full): 
Official Number : 
Rank or Rating: 
Branch of Service (R.N., 

R.N.V.R., R.M.A.): 

Ship of Establishment : 
Name and Address of Employers: 
Market: 

2. Particulars as to pre-war employment. 

3. Such particulars as to experience, qualification, and 
future employment as will enable the Department to form 
an opinion as to the degree of priority of release desirable 
in each case. 

Where application is made for the release of more than 
one employee, each application should be made on a separate 
sheet. 


R.F.R., R.N.R., 





WORKMEN FROM OVERSEAS. 


The Minister of Labour recently announced his _ policy 
with regard to passages home for British workmen from 
overseas. He is now in a position to announce that im 
addition to free conveyance under the conditions already 
indicated, the following arrangements have been made. 
These apply to all such workmen who are returning home 
at the expense of the British or of the Australian Govern- 
ment after working continuously on Government contracts. 


A sum of £5 will be paid towards the expenses of resettle 
ment. Further, a sum of between £2 and £5 will be paid 
in respect of the expenses during the sea passage, varying 
according to the distance to be travelled. This latter sum 
will be paid by the Australian Government in accordance 
with the contracts held by workmen who have been brought 
to this country by that Government. In other cases this 
sum will be paid by the British Government. 


British workmen who, since the beginning of the War 
have come from overseas, and have, so far as_ possible, 
worked continuously on Government contracts, are again 
urged to apply to any Employment Exchange for a form 
upon which to make application for early repatriation. 





¢ 





L 


————— 


GOVEF 


I 
STI 


To Co! 

The 
of Ste 
on anc 


Ship, . 
Chequ: 
Boiler 
Ship J 
Angles 
Small 
Joists 
Rails | 
Rails . 
lb: 
Round 
Small 
Rolled 
(a) | 


(b) 


(c) 


Ingots 
(g) 


In 
probl 
durin, 
Presix 
appoi 
trolley 
act a: 

At 
matio 
charg 
organ 
farme 
Divisi 
port ; 
the pl 
Ings | 
servic 


ce 


| 





DECEMBER 12, 1918 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


761 








en 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 
STEEL PRICES FOR HOME DELIVERIES. 


To COME INTO OPERATION ON AND AFTER 1ST FeBRvARY, 1919. 

The Ministry of Munitions have issued the following list 
of Steel Prices for Home Deliveries to come into operation 
on and after Ist February, 1919:— 








£ « ¢. 
Ship, Bridge and Tank Plates ....................... 14 0 0 
Chequer Piates—Mild Steel, Diamond Pattern 15-10 O 
ND ei ds ash ltniedinduiseciatiiteenssinemrveen iene: 15 0 O 
Ship Bridge and Tank Thin Plates .............. 16 O 9 
Angles and Bulb Angles ..................sssseseesess 13.12 6 
Small Angles, Tees and Flats ..................00088. 1610 O 
th nica antl iiheaiaaddd Sain canpinekwennsenmiinnine 1312 6 
Rails 60 lbs. per yard and over ...............6068. i3 7 6 
Rails 50 lbs. per yard and over, but under 60 
EEL. sc cldincnenaieoneschnsiesaeneakenesrinesss 13 10 O 
Round Squares and Hexagons ...................55. i4 5 O 
Small Rounds, Squares and Hexagons ............ 1616 OU 
Rolled Blooms, Billets and Slabs. 
(a) Base price covers all ordinary rolling 
down qualities up to °25 Carbon in- 
clusive, or up to 32 tons per sq. in. 
tensile (including Lloyds ship quality), 
or where the maximum percentage ot 
sulphur or phosphorus is not specified to 
be below -00. ‘lest at Makers’ Works 1s 
TD BRIE siiccenitniies nents nce cvtiness ipiatndaielbts 1 12 6 
(b) For forging small articles such as Shell 
Bases, Baseplates, Fuse Parts, etc., 
where neither, special cropping of the 
ingot nor special analysis is called for, 
tensile not exceeding 32 tons ............... 12 15 0 
(c) Hard qualities (such as wire qualities) 
above -20 carbon to -85 carbon inclusive, 
where no special cropping of the Ingot is 
called for, and where maximum percent- 
age of sulphur and_ phosphorus is 
specified to be -06, and for steel specified 
with tensils strain up to 45 tons per 
A SS. khacadcnandaginrrdeiprensiieith qikeeeninanaeas 1215 0 
Ingots. 
(zg) Ingots for re-rolling—of same quality 
and description as detailed in (a) above 9 5 0 
Ingots for forging—Weight up to 7} 
IID scsircsinnacicridnsensions aaa 13.17 6 
Weight over 74 tons and up to 20 tons 
DED = svaicaniieainieneuhiheinnmdkdauncetwenses 1417 6 
PE OR TP BOND: osisncidsnsveccccesvssscsecs 15 17 6 
| Fixed Basis 
prices. 
Per Ton. 
Rails, under 50 Jbs. per yard down to and in- £ s.d. 
cluding 45 lbs. per yard ...... ........esseeeee 15 2 6 
Do., under 45 Ibs. per yard down to and in- 
cluding 40 Ibs. per yard. .............sccccecess. 17 0 O 
Do., under 40 lbs. per yard down to and in- 
Seis SD Mee. PO FETS 20. sccisicccssccceses es. 17 10 +O 
Do., under 30 lbs. per yard down to and in- 
oo ae errr eeeee 18 0 O 
Do., under 20 Ibs. per yard down to and in- 
Some 14 The, POF FATS nics. csciesvecssecssces. 18 10 0 
ee ae SS Sr rere 19 0 O 


Hollow Bridge Rails 45 Ibs. per yard and over 1510 O 
All the above prices apply to steel supplied either by Steel 
Makers or Re-rollers. 
The above prices may be subject to revision should any 
substantial change take place in the cost of wages or 
materia]. 





AGRICULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION. 

In order to deal with some of the urgent commercial 
problems in connection with agriculture which wil) arise 
during the period of demobilisation and reconstruction, the 
President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
appointed Mr. Lawrence Weaver, C.B.E., formerly Con- 
troller of Supplies in the Food Production Department, to 
act as (temporary) Commercial Secretary of the Board. 

A temporary establishment will be formed by the amalga- 
mation of various branches within the Board, and will be 
charged with all reconstruction measures for the better 
organisation of the commercial side of agriculture, with 
farmers’ supplies (hitherto dealt with by the Supplies 
Division of the Food Production Department), rural trans- 
port and cognate matters. Mr. Weaver will also supervise 
the provision of cottages and other buildings on small hold- 
ings and farm colonies required for the re-settlement of 
service men on the land. 


__--—--- ---- 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE. —continued. 


PRIORITY CONTRACTS—RELAXATION OF 
ORDER. 


The Minister of Munitions hereby gives notice that all 
uncompleted contracts for the Admiralty, War Office, and 
the Ministry of Munitions, which have been placed in 
Classes A or B—including the various grades thereof, P.1, 
P.2, P.3, P.4, P.5, P.6é—under the Order as to Priority, of 
Sth March, 1917, need no longer be given the priority 
attaching to them under the Order, except in cases where 
the contractor is notified in writing, or by official notice in 
the press, that a particular classification is still required 
to be given to any particular contract. 

Contractors must notify the Ordering Department of the 
Adiniralty, War Office, or Ministry of Munitions, responsible 
for the contract in question, of any modification of the 
original date of completion resulting from this relaxation 
of the Order as to Priority. 


TIMBER SECTION. 


HOME-GROWN TIMBER PRICES (AMENDMENT) 
ORDER, 1918. 

The following Home Grown Timber Prices (Amendment) 
Order, 1918, dated the 5th day of December, 1918, made by 
the Board of Trade pursuant to Regulations 2r and 2s3 of 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations, has been issued. 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of the powers conferred upon them by the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations as respects Timber, hereby order 
as follows :— 

1. Paragraph 1 of the Home Grown Timber Prices Order, 
1918, is hereby amended by the addition thereto of the 
words following:—‘‘I.”’ For sleepers delivered free on rail 
or barge loading station the prices set forth in Schedule EK 
hereto annexed. 

2. Schedule D of the Home Grown Timber Prices Order, 
1918, is hereby amended by the deletion therefrom of the 
last seven lines relating to the price of Sleepers, and the 
following new Schedule is added to the said Order. 


SCHEDULE “EE.” 
Schedule of maximum prices for sleepers delivered free 
on rail or barge at loading station :— 











Per Sleeper. 


Other 
Oak. Larch. Wood. 

S ft. by 10 in. by 5in., not less than 
PE  . sciwcctcscscnstnivincdveinn 10 6 9 11 9 O 

& ft. by 10 in. by 5 in., not less than 
SD: . ccbtiecnndosctansensins 9 9 9 4 8 6 

8 ft. Gin. by 10 in. by 5 in., not less 
eS ee 9 9 9 4 8 6 

8 ft. 6in. by 10 in. by 5 in., not less 
eS aaa 9 3 8 9 8 0 


Sleepers of other dimensions, including Crowns and Pit 
Sleepers, to customary specification, 2s. 8d. per cubic foot 
net. 

Cost of creosoting at current rates may be charged extra 
and shall be shown separately on invoices. 





TIMBER CONTROL (AMENDMENT) ORDER, 
1918. 
RELAXATION. 


Pursuant to the above Order notice is given by the 
Controller of Timber Supplies that from 5th December the 
amount of imported softwood which may be purchased with- 
out a permit in accordance with paragraph 15 (a) of the 
Timber Control Order, 1918, shall be an amount not exceed- 
ing a total value of one hundred pounds in any one calendar 
month, and Form ‘‘A” in the Schedule to the Timber 
Control Order, 1918, shall be varied accordingly as follows: 

‘‘f hereby certify that the purchase of imported softwood 
entered against my name is correctly described, and that 
it, together with any other purchases of imported softwood 
during the current calendar month (whether made directly 
or through third parties or from whatever source), without 
permit from the Controller of Timber Supplies, does not 
exceed £100 in total value, and that this purchase is for 
work of National Importance or urgent necessity.”’ 





TIMBER CONTROL ORDER (AMENDMENT 
No. 2) ORDER, 1918. 


The Timber Control Order (Amendment No. 2) Order, 1918, 
dated 5th December, 1918, made by the Board of Trade 
under Regulations 2z, 2r, 2a, and 253 of the Defence of the 
Realm Regulations has been issued as follows :— 

The Board of Trade, deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of the powers conferred upon them by the Defence 
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of the Realm Regulations as respects Timber, hereby order 
as follows :— 

1. Paragraph 2 of the Timber Control Order, 1918, shall 
no longer apply to purchases or sales of, or to agreements 
to buy or sell, imported Hardwood (including plywood) 
within the United Kingdom. 

2. Part If (Home Grown Timber) of the Timber Control 
Order, 1918, is hereby revoked without prejudice to any act 
or matter done or suffered or to any prosecution or pro- 
ceeding instituted or penalty incurred thereunder. 

3. Paragraphs 15 and 16 (Part III General) of the 
Timber Control Order, 1918, shall not apply from the date 
of this Order to Home Grown Timber, and so much of the 
said Paragraphs 15 and 16 as relate to Home Grown Timber 
is hereby revoked, and the said paragraphs shall be read 
and construed accordingly. 

4. This Order may be cited as the Timber Control Order 
(Amendment No. 2) Order, 1918. 





ORDERS CANCELLED. 


THE SEA ISLAND COTTON ORDER, 1918. 

The War Office announces that the Sea Island Cotton 
Order, 1918, has been withdrawn. Under this Order no 
person could, without a permit from the Director of Raw 
Materials, sell or make or take delivery of or payment for 
any West Indian Sea Island or Carolina Sea Island Cotton 
or any article wholly cr party manufactured therefrom ; nor 
could any West Indian Sea Island or Carolina Sea Island 
Cotton be put into process of manufacture without such a 
permit. 








IMPORTATION OF CEREALS, ETC. 

By an Order of the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies, 
dated the 4th December, the notice relating to the importa- 
tion of cereals and cereal flours, starches. glucose, dextrines, 
farina, and other products of cereals, tdpioca, sago, manioc, 
cassava, mandioca, arrowroot, pulse, and all products of 
the same, and potato flour, starches, farina, and such-like 
products, issued by the Royal Commission on Wheat 
Supplies, and dated the 10th April, 1918, together with all 
Notices and Licences issued under and in pursuance there- 
of, are cancelled and revoked. 





CRANES. 

In reference to the Cranes Order, 1916, made by the 
Minister of Munitions and dated the 20th December, 1916, 
the Minister of Munitions hereby orders as follows :— 

1. As from the date hereof the said Order is hereby 
revoked. | 

2. Such revocation shall not affect the previous operation 
of the said Order or the validity of any action taken there- 
under, or the liability to any penalty or punishment in 
respect of any contravention or failure to comply with the 
said Order prior to such revocation, or any proceeding or 
remedy in respect of such penalty or punishment. 


3. This Order may be cited as The Cranes (Revocation) 
Order, 1918. 





MOTOR ENGINES AND VEHICLES. 
In reference to the Motor Engines and Vehicles Order, 
1917, made by the Minister of Munitions and dated the 6th 


January, 1917, the Minister of Munitions hereby orders as 
follows : — 


1. As from the date hereof the said Order is hereby 
revoked. 


2. Such revocation shall not affect the previous opera- 
tion of the said Order or the validity of any action taken 
thereunder or the liability to any penalty or punishment 
in respect of any contravention or failure to comply with 
the said Order prior to such revocation, or any proceeding 
or remedy in respect of such penalty or punishment. 


3. This Order may be cited as The Motor Engines and 
Vehicles (Revocation) Order, 1918. 





CAKE AND PASTRY ORDER, 1917. 


The Food Controller has made an Order revoking the Cake 
and Pastry Order, 1917, and Clause 2 of the Sugar (Con- 
fectionery) Order, 1917. 

It is to be observed that the restrictions on the making 
of fancy bread, which are contained in Clause 3 of the 
Bread Order, 1918, remain in force. 
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THE SHELLAC REVOCATION ORDER. 


In reference to The Shellac Control Order, 1918, made 
by the Minister of Munitions, and dated the 12th March, 
1918, the Minister of Munitions has made an Order, dated 
10th December, as follows: 

1. As from the date hereof the said Order is hereby 
revoked. 

2. Such revocation shall not affect the previous operation 
of the said Order or the validity of any action taken there. 
under or the liability to any penalty or punishment in respect 
of any contravention or failure to comply with the said 
Order prior to such revocation, or any proceeding or remedy 
in respect of such penalty or punishment. 

3. This Order may be cited as The Shellac Revocation 
Order, 1918. 











POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO GREECE. 


Parcels are now accepted for transmission to Greece by 
Post. 





The rates of postage are as follow :— Ss. a. 
For parcels not exceeding 3 lb. in weight ............... 2 4 
For parcels exceeding 3 lb. but not exceeding 7 Ib. ... 3 0 
For parcels exceeding 7 ib., but not exceeding 11 lb.... 3 8 


Parcels cannot be insured, and the maximum dimensions 
are 3 ft. 6 in. in length and 6 ft. in length and girth com- 
bined. One Despatch Note and one Customs Declaration 
must accompany each parcel. The parcels will be despatched 
by various routes as opportunity offers, and the period of 
transit will be uncertain. The other conditions of the service 
are the same as those shown on pages 684 and 685 of the 
Post Office Guide (July Edition). 


FOOD SECTION. 
SUGAR ALLOWANCES. 


Lord Bledisloe, Chairman of the Royal Commission on the 
Sugar Supply, with the ccncurrence of the Food Controller, 
announces forthcoming additional issues of sugar as follows: 

(a2) Ail manufacturers holding sugar Authorities and 
Vouchers will, as from 30th December, have then 
honoured to the amount of double their present 
face value. This will, in most cases, raise the 
consumption of sugar by confectioners and other 
manufacturers to 50 per cent. of the quantity 
used by them in 1915. 

(b) As from 80th December, the allowance to caterers 
for each cooked meal, excluding breakfasts and 
teas, will be raised from one-seventh of an ounce 
to three-fourteenths of an ounce. For the pur- 
pose of this issue the Rationing Order will be 
amended almost immediately, and where a 
caterer has sufficient stocks of sugar in hand, he 
will be allowed thereupon to put his consumption 
at once upon the higher scale, but no additional 
supplies of sugar will be available until after 
30th December. | 

(c) As from Monday, 27th January, 1919, the domestic 
ration will (subject to the present prospects of 
increased sugar supplies being realised) be raised 
from eight ounces to twelve ounces per head per 
week. This increase will apply not only to holders 
of Ration Books, but also to residents in establish- 
ments which draw their supplies im bulk. 

Lord Bledisloe wishes to take this opportunity of stating 
that the announcement recently appearing in certain news 
papers as to the probability of an early reduction in the 
price of sugar was incorrect and unauthorised by the Royal 
Commission. 











CITROUS FRUIT. 

Owing to the reduction in the cost of freight, the Food 
Controller will issue in the course of a few days revised 
schedules to the Citrous Fruit (Prices) Order, reducing the 
prices of Oranges and Lemons as from December 30th. 
Traders are warned against stocking these fruits greatly in 
excess of their holiday requirements. 





CHICKEN FOOD. 

With a view to providing additional supplies of chicken 
food at reasonable prices, the Ministry of Food is arranging 
to render available limited quantities of the materials 
necessary for the manufacture of such food for chicks up te 
six weeks old. Firms desiring to receive allocations should 
apply to the Director of Feeding Stuffs Supplies, New 
County Hall, London, 8.E. 1, for a copy of Form Ch.R.1. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





CANNED FISH (RETAIL PRICES) ORDER, 1918. 

The Food Controller has issued an Order, coming into 
force on the 16th December, entitled the Canned Fish 
Retail (Prices) Order, 1918, which fixes the maximum 
retail prices for the price of different varieties of Canned 
Fish and Fish Products, and requiring the containers to be 
labelled and prices to be exhibited. Other varieties may 
from time to time be added to the Order. 

The Canned Fish at present included in the Schedule 


are Norwegian Brisling, Mousse or Sild, and Canned 
Salmon. 
Price Price 
16th Dec. Ist Jan. 
Variety of Salmon. Container. to 3lst 1919 unul 
. Dee. 1918. further 
notice. 
tin. per tin. per tin. 
s. d. s. d. 
}.—Norwegian Canned Brisling— 
In oil or tomato... ow ao 0 44 QO 44 
ie oe ee 0 74 0 74 
(U.S. Dingley or full size) se ' 1 0 1 0 
2.—Norwegian Canned Mousse or 
Sild— 

In oil or tomato 1/16 0 4 0 4 
Ditto .. Hs - .. 1/8 0 7 0 7 
(U.S. Dingley or full size) - 1 0 104 0 104 

(All to be labelled “*‘ Mousse ”* or ** Sild.”’) 

3.—Canned Salmon. 

Grade I.—The following varie- 
ties: Sockeye, Redsprings, 1s tall $ 6 3 3 
Red = Alaska, Bluebacks, Is flat 2 9 3 «4 
Chinook, and Reds. Is oval 3 O 2 9 

(To be labelled ‘“ Grade 1,” or 4s flat 1 8 L 6 
with the word Salmon and 4s oval 1 9 1 8 
the name of the variety). 

Grade II.—The following varic- 
ties: Medium Red, Cohees, 1s. tall 2 1 10 
Silver or Pinks, and any Is flat 2 1 1) 
variety not included in Grade 4s flat 1 2 1 1 


I. 

(To be labelled “‘ Grade Il.” or * Salmon.”’) 

Retailers holding stocks of proprietary brands, the labels 
of which do not describe the variety of fish in accordance 
with the Order, are advised to obtain particulars of the 
grade from their suppliers before attaching any tab label 
describing the contents as ‘‘Grade I.” 

Such proprietary brands without the addition of a tab 
label may at any time be sold as ‘‘Grade 2.”’ 





PRICE OF APPLES. 

Owing to the removal of restrictions on the importation 
of Apples, the Food Controller has issued an Order, which 
comes into force on 16th December, 1918, revoking as from 
that date the Apples and Perry Pears (Sales) Order, 1918. 
The new Order controls the price of all Apples, whether 
home-grown or imported. . 

The maximum retail price is 9d. per lb., and retailers are 
required to exhibit notices stating this maximum price. The 
maximum price on sale by the First Owner (i.e., the 
importer or grower) is as follows :— 

1. Home-grown Apples. First owner’s price, 58s. 4d. 
per cwt. (Packages may be charged for as provided by the 
Order.) 

2. Imported Apples. First owner’s prices :-— . 
Maximum price at 

the rate of 


When sold in packages. 
Per Barrel. 


s. d. 
1 Nova Scotian Apples, sold in a barrel containing 
Mt BOGS GRA BET TD. on cenccsecsssncscocessesen vets 58 4 
2. Canadian, Maine, Apples, sold in a_ barrel 
containing not less than 130 Ib. ............... 67 8 
3. Virginian and Western States Apples, sold in a 
barrel containing not less than 130 Ib. ..... 67 8 
Per Case. 
4. British Columbian Apples, sold in a case con- 
taining not less than 38 Ib. .............. ew 19 9 
5. Washington Apples, sold in a case containing 
a. kD  errrrerrerrerr rer rerrrrry 19 9 
§. Californian Apples, sold in a case containing 
wpet Leme GR BD TD. cn sscscccsvesesccese seeseeeeeeees 19 9 
7. Oregon Apples, sold in a case containing not 
BE TEP GN | -eictin acd indvavatanepesadbidesecannains 19 9 
Per Cwt. 
8. Any variety of imported Apples, sold otherwise 
than in the packages mentioned above ...... 56 0 


Note.—No additional charge may be made for any package. 

The prices to the importer fixed for imported apples are 
based on the existing freight rates of £1 per barrel and 
5s. per case, together with 5 per cent. for primage. These 
prices may from time to time be modified to meet variation 
in these charges, or other variations in cost. 


—— ee 
——— 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —cuntinued. 


On a wholesale sale of any apples by a person other than 
the first owner, the maximum price is the first owner's 
price, together with the addition of 6s. per scheduled barrel, 
or 2s. per scheduled case, or 10 per cent. on the first owner’s 
price in any other case. Transport charges and market tolls 
may he added and, in the case of home-grown apples, certain 
charges set out in the Order for the use of packages may 
also be made. 








DISTRIBUTION OF LARD. 


The Ministry of Food announce that as from Monday, 
16th December, lard will cease to be rationed; that is to 
say, retailers will no’ longer be restricted as to the quantity 
which they may buy or may sell to their registered 
customers, and will not be required to detach coupons on 
selling. The existing system of lard distribution wiil, how- 
ever, remain in force. That is to say, consumers will only 
be able to purchase lard from the retailers with whom they 
are registered, and caterers and institutions only from the 
authorised supplier with whom they have lodged their buy- 
ing permits. | 





GENERAL SECTION. 





THE MOTOR SPIRIT AND GAS RESTRICTION 
ORDERS SUSPENSION ORDER, 1918. 

An Order with the above title, and dated the 7th Decem- 
ber, has been made by the Board of Trade under Regulations 
2r and 233 of the Defence of the Realm Regulations :— 

In pursuance of the powers conferred upon them by the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations, the Board of Trade 
hereby order as follows :— 

1. The operations of the Motor Spirit and Gas Restric- 
tion Orders, 1918, is hereby suspended from 16th December, 
1918, to 10th January, 1919, both days inclusive. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Motor Spirit and Gas 
Restriction Orders Suspension Order, 1918. 





PASSENGER TRAIN TRAFFIC AT 
CHRISTMASTIDE., 


The following restrictions on the acceptance of Passenger 
Train Traffic unaccompanied by Passengers, have been 
put in force during Christmas period, 1918. 

The Railway Companies give notice that from Monday, 
16th December, to Thursday, 26th December, 1918, both 
dates inclusive, they will not accept the undermentioned 
traflies, unaccompanied by Passengers, for conveyance by 
Passenger Train service :— 

Advertisement frames and plates. 

Animals, wild. 

Bath chairs. 

Bees. 

Bicycles. | 

Birds, live (except day-old chicks, poultry for consump- 

tion, and pigeons for liberation). 

Dogs and cats. 

Flowers (except cut flowers and flowers for hospitals). 

Iowl Houses. 

Fumniture. 

Handcarts. 

Harmoniums. 

Hats. 

Sewing machines. 

Incubators. 

Invalid chairs. 

Mail carts. 

Millinery. 

Motor cycles, 

trailers. 

Organs, including street organs. 

Perambulators. 

Pianos. 

Plants (except vegetable plants). 

Returned empties (except food, milk, cream, or egg 

empties and railway companies’ hampers). 

Returned unsold newspapers and periodicals. 

Tricycles. 


including fore-carriages, side-cars, or 





tAGS AND SHODDIES No. 2 ORDER. 

The Secretary of the War Office calls attention to the fact 
that the Rags and Shoddies No. 2 Order, 1918 (‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal,” 5th December), has the effect of cancelling 
Schedule 2 of the Rags and Shoddies Order, 1918, but 
retaining in force Schedule 1 of that Order. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





IMPORTATION OF DOGS (AMENDMENT) 
ORDER OF 1918 (No, 2). 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, by virtue and in 
exercise of the powers vested in them under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914, and of every other power en- 
abling them in this behalf, do order, and it is hereby 
ordered, under date 5th December, as follows :— 

1. The period of detention and isolation prescribed by the 
Importation of Dogs Order of 1914 (hereinafter referred to 
as ‘‘the principal Order’’) is hereby increased to six calendar 
months, and the principal Order shall be read and have 
effect as if ‘‘six calendar months’’ were substituted for 
‘four calendar months.’’ 

2. In the case of a dog landed after the thirtieth day 
of November, nineteen hundred and eighteen, under the 
authority of a licence granted under the principal Order, 
the licence shall have effect as if ‘‘six calendar months” 
were therein inserted instead of ‘‘four calendar months.” 

3. The Importation of Dogs (Amendment) Order of 1918 
is hereby revoked. 

4. This Order may be cited as the Importation of Dogs 
(Amendment) Order of 1918 (No. 2), and shall be read with 
the principal Order. 





CORNWALL AND DEVON (CONTROL OF DOGS) 
ORDER OF 1918 (No. 11). 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, by virtue and 
in exercise of the powers vested in them under the Diseases 
of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914, the Dogs Act, 1906, and oi 
every other power enabling them in this behalf, do order, 
and it is hereby ordered, under date 5th December, as 
follows : — 

Muzzling of Dogs in Scheduled District No. II. 

1. Where, under the provisions of the Cornwall and 
Devon (Control of Dogs) Orders of 1918 (Nos. 6 to 10), 
hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the existing Orders,’ a dog is 
required to be muzzled, it shall not be deemed to be effi- 
ciently muzzled unless it is muzzled with an effective wire 
cage muzzle. 

2. This Order shall come into operation on the twelfth 
day of December, nineteen hundred and eighteen. 

3. This Order may be cited as the Cornwall and Devon 
(Control of Dogs) Order of 1918 (No. 11), and shall be read 
with the existing Orders. 





SHOP WINDOW AND STREET LIGHTING. 

The Board of Trade announce that they have suspended 
the operation throughout England and Wales of Part IV 
of the Lighting, Heating and Power Order, 1918 (which 
prohibits shop window Lighting) from the 9th December 
through the holiday period. 

Due notice will be given of the reimposition of the 
restrictions. 

A further announcement will be made at an early date 
as to the Scottish Seasonal Holiday. 

In granting this concession the Board desire to emphasise 
that no additional gas or electricity can be granted for this 
purpose. 

For the present in the interests of economy the existing 
arrangement, whereby the consumption of gas and electricity 
for street lighting is reduced fifty per cent. below the 
normal pre-war standard will be continued. Subject to this 
reduction any number of lamps may be lit. 

The Advertisement Lights Orders remain in force. 





EARLY CLOSING OF SHOPS—CHRISTMAS 
SUSPENSION. 


The Home Secretary has made an Order suspending the 
General Early Closing Order for shops under the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations on the Friday, Saturday, Monday 
and Tuesday before Christmas Day. 


TEN SHILLINGS CURRENCY NOTES. 


It has been arranged to print the number which appears 
on the left-hand bottom corner and the right-hand top 
corner of 10s. Currency Notes of the new design, in red 
instead of in black, as from the 16th of December, 1918, or 
as soon thereafter as is found practicable. The series of 
notes with the prefix A will be completed with the number 
in black, and the printing of the number in red will begin 
with the series having the prefix B. The legal tender 
character of the notes previously issued, on which the 
number is printed in black, will not be affected. 


CROSS-CHANNEL TRAFFIC. 


In view of the great congestion prevailing on the Conti- 
nental Railways, and the limited amount of transport 
available, both by land and water, it is still necessary to 








} 
} 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continueg, 





restrict permits to such cases as are proved to be of absolute 
necessity, to the satisfaction of both the British and French 
Military Authorities. 


Applications for permits should be made to the Chief 
Permit Officer, Military Permit Office, 19, Bedford Square 
London, W.C. 1, at least eight clear days before the 
intended date of departure. Intending travellers are advised 
to provide themselves with extra photographs, in order to 
comply with the requirements of the French authorities, and 
avoid delay. 

The public are invited to co-operate with the Authorities 
by undertaking no journey, except for serious reasons. 

_ All British subjects leaving the United Kingdom must be 
in possession of passports (obtainable at the Passport Office 
59, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1). 





PACKING CASE AND LAPPING BOARD ORDER. 

Adverting to the notice which appeared in the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal” of 5th December, relative to the Packing 
Case and Lapping Board Order, the second paragraph of 
Part 1 of the Third Schedule on p. 732 should read as 
follows : —- 

Lapping Board not exceeding (a) For brocades, cambrics, 
3/16 in. thick and 6in. with cashmeres, crepes, crimps, 
undressed edges, or 5 3/4 fine zephyrs, merinos, mus- 
in. with dressed or rounded _ lins, ponjees, voiles, all of 
edges, actual width or a_ soft or medium finish, and 
peg or roller not exceeding where the cloth is 27/28 in. 
1 in. in diameter. wide or cver, or where the 

price of the finished article 
is ls. per square yard or 
over net cost, unpacked, 
calculated on prices ruling 
on ist January, 1918 





KNEMY BUSINESS TO BE WOUND UP. 


An Order, dated 28th November, has been made by the 
Board of Trade requiring the undermentioned business to be 
wound up:— 

559. O. Badock, Stonefall, near Harrogate, Yorkshire, 
Manufacturers of Gut for stringed instruments, and 
Sausage Skin Makers. Controller: John Langham Poland, 
48, Westborough, Scarborough. 


—_— 
——— 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 








PIECE-GOODS MANUAL.—By A. E. Blanco. (P. & 
King & Son, Ltd. 5s.) Published for the benefit of the 
members of the Chinese Maritime Customs Service, deals 
with Textile, Knit Goods, Weaving Terms, etc., and has 
notes on the classification of samples. 

The Pottery and Glass Record. (Thomas Warden 
and Co., Ltd. 1s. nett.) Vol. 1, No. 1, November, 1918. 
This monthly publication has been reconstructed on new 
lines. The first number contains articles dealing with the 
progress made in the trade since 1914. Attention is paid 
also to the artistic side of the industry. 

The Round Table. (Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 2s. 6d. nett.) 
A Quarterly Review of the Politics of the British Empire. 
December, 1918. No. 33. 

Ferro-Concrete. (St. Bride’s Press, Ltd., Gd. nett.) A 
Monthly Review of the Mouchel-Hermetrique Construc- 
tion. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. | 


The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to ‘“‘The Editor.”’ 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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“165 


The following teble shows the value of the external trade of the United Kingdom in November, 1918, compared with 


particulars for a year earlier :— 


Month ended 30th November 


Imports (Value C.I.F.*). 


Exports (Value F.0. B. 1). 


PRODUCE AND 
MANUFACTURES OP TEE 


FoREIGN AND COLONIAL 
































Unitep Kinapom. MERCHANDISE. 
1917. 1918, 1917. 1918. 1917. 1918. 
]—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— £ £ £ £ £ | £ 
A. Grain and Flour . — is 11,546,411 13,133,465 31,095 36,258 | 262,074 | 19,288 
B. Meat, including Animals for Food . 7,815,464 11,020,433 10,864 18,843 | 15,657 , 413,522 
C. Other Food and —* } 
’ (1) Non-dutiable.. 6,243,511 8,721,390 ; ' 103,335 | 199,307 
3} Dutiable 7,170,378 8,595,505 |} 802,463 723,604 106,515 57,692 
D. Tobacco 387,263 1,729,890 293,823 401,083 | 12,517 | 2,645 
Total, Class I. 33,163,027 43,200,683 1,138,245 1,179,788 | 500,098 | 692,454 
I.—Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Un- 
manufactured— | 
A. Coal, Coke, and Manufactured Fuel — — 3,981,828 | 4,327,379 — _ 
B. Iron Ore, Scrap Iron and Steel 1,010,955 1,018,036 6,540 7,817 — |, — 
C. Other Metallic Ores .. s 1,562,014 2,034,585 3,306 332 75,377 86,897 
D. Wood and Timber 2,969,450 2,016,782 54,461 | 56,369 | 5,434 1,979 
E. Cotton.. ‘ 18,578,679 | 16,548,427 — | a 12,900 5,600 
F. Wool .. ; 3,000,654 4,348,540 265,896 | 133,125 | 474,053 328,673 
G. Other Textile Materials . , 2,569,859 4,487,450 38,808 7,363 208,811 | 250,396 
H. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats, and Gums 7,765,277 13,067,056 720,166 67,815 282,629 | 52,522 
I. Hides and Undressed Skins ; 2,341,888 1,859,361 54,449 | 33,342 221,631 | 166,394 
J. Paper-making Materials 606.212 | 979,543 52,479 | 38,145 300 | 7,409 
' KK. Miscellaneous ih 3,169,080 2,657,603 119,195 | 100,730 752,910 | 308,617 
Total, Class II. 43,574,068 | 49,017,383 5,297,128 4,772,417 2,034,045 | 1,207,887 
Be os 
we Articles Wholly or Mainly Saunmatures— | 
A. Iron and Steel and Manufactures thereof . ‘ 1,243,562 710,747 3,173,249 3,183,086 47,462 | 113,552 
B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof 4,705,848 5,378,675 818,115 764,786 332,707 44,984 
C. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements (except | 
Machine Tools), and Instruments 30,823 524,074 341,703 | 414,832 49,191 | 75,138 
D. Electrical Goods and Apparatus (other than | 
Machinery and asemeieaaien Wire) 123,067 90,506 209,217 144,313 3,965 | 9,276 
E. Machinery oi ii ‘a 1,029,510 1,026,811 1,472,375 1,211,590 28.253 | 11,898 
F. Ships (new) .. ‘ — 77 204,968 6,592 © — — 
G. Manufactures of Wood and Timber (including : 
Furniture) na ‘e 112,065 88,268 46,528 32,813 8,774 | 316 
H. Yarns and Textile Fabrics : | 
(1) Cotton 397,588 427,398 | 12,753,783 | 15,455,330 52,252 | 67,386 
(2) Wool | 24,206 15,371 3,536, 81C 5,086,459 9,641 31,611 
(3) Silk 931,345 1,354,742 176,254 218,130 117,979 119,467 
(4) Other Materials 672,326 504,673 1,586,900 751,688 61,549 | 60,842 
I. Apparel 83,360 260,476 1,173,467 | —:1,119,530 4,132 | 3,343 
J. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours 2,806,139 3,394,144 2,135,814 2,016,817 268,626 | 301.311 
K. Leather and Manufactures thereof (including | 
Gloves, but excluding Boots and snes 976,803 1,582,020 372,919 | 104,867 13.528 | 7,936 
L. Earthenware and Glass , 32,830 18,262 322,830 | 327,994 5,309 | 876 
M. Paper. 276,491 276,425 285,049 215,897 6,154 | 514 
N. Railway ‘Carriages and Trucks (not of Iron) ; : ! ) 
Motor Cars, — Carts, &c. 1,454,212 751,830 631,460 | 411,079 © 17,427 | 4,092 
O. Miscellaneous. . 16,833,566 ‘| 7,224,358 5,541,047 3,271,305 197,026 | 164,567 
j j 
Total, Class III. 32,133,741 23,628,857 34,776,488 34,737,108 1,214,369 | 1,617,103 
IV.—Miscellaneous and eemenen Ganteting 
Parcel Post) 882,255 1,022,031 2,170,474 2,529,566 968 206 
TOTAL 109,758,091 116,868,954] 43,382,385 | 43,218,879 3,749,480 ; 2,917,650 


* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight: 


the latest sale value of such goods. 














or, when goods are consigned for sale, 


+ The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and 


are known as the ‘‘free on board’’ values. 


| 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continued. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 49 weeks ended 5th December, 1918: 











Week (49 Weeks Week |49 Weeks 

ended ended § ended ended 

— 5th Dec. | 5th Dec. || 5th Dec. | 5th Dec 
1918. — 1918. 1918. 1918 

IMPORTS. Exports. 

Bales. Bales. Baler. Bales. 
America «. a .., 90,799 = 1,825,727 | — | 176 
Brazilian om tel — 8,989 | — -- 
East Indian... kal — 116.225 | — 300 
Egyptian se ..| 19,440 494.779 | mie 150 
Miscellaneous | 3,669* 140,655¢, ae -~ 
Total | 73,908 2,586,371; — | 625 





*Including 79 bales British West Indian, 55 bales British West African, 


+ Including 6,190 bales British West Indian, 2,210 bales British West 
African, 12,488 bales British East African, and 3,800 bales Foreign East 


African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,” as received from 


the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 7th 
December, 1918, and corresponding weeks of the seven 


previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


| Wheat. | Barley. | Oate. 
i | 
op. d. 8. d. s. d 
Week ended 7th December, 1918 72 4 62 6 51 4 
Corresponding week in— 
Wit .. °° >. ..; o2 jl 33 5 20 9 
i912. _ bal ..| 0 8 29 2 19 3 
1913... me ed .-| Sa 2 26 5 18 6 
1914... se _ i = 2 29 il 25 9 
1915... “a * ..| 52 10 47 10 30 4 
1916 .. = - . 2 65 6 44 } 
1917. _ sf i ae 58 7 43 5 
| par 








*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushei of oats. 





AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF ENGLAND AND 
WALES, 1918. 
PRODUCE OF CROPS. 

Preliminary statement issued by the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries on 4th December, showing the estimated 
total produce and yield per acre of the Potato and Root 
Crops in England and Wales in the year 1918, with com- 
parisons for 1917, and the average yield per acre of the 


ten years 1908-1917. 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


Average Average 
Estimated Estimated of the 
Crops. Total Acreage. Yield per Ten 
Produce. Acre. Years 
1918. 1917. 1918. 1917. 1918. 1917. 1908-17. 
Tons. Tons. Acres. Acres. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Potatoes ....... 4,209,000 3,341,000 633,832 507,987 6.6 6.6 6.3 
Turnips and 
Swedes ........ 12,018,000 12,164,000 909,285 969,131 13.2 12.6 13.1 
Mangold 8,231,000 8,482,000 399,727 387,453 20.6 21.9 19.5 
ENGLAND. 
Tons. Tons. Acres. Acres. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Potatoes .... 3,987,000 3,143,000 596,607 473,342 6.7 6.6 6.3 
Turnips and 
Swedes ....... 11,233.000 11,414,000 856,988 918.318 13.1 12 4 12.9 
Mangold ....... 7,988,000 8,263,000 386,512 375,525 20.7 22.0 19.5 
WALES. 
Tons. Tons. Acres. Acres. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Potatoes ...... - 222 006 198,000 37,225 34,645 6.0 5.7 5.5 
Turnips and 
Swedes ....... 785,000 750.000 52.302 50,818 15.0 14.8 15.4 
Mangold ....... 243,000 219,000 13,215 11,928 18.4 18.4 18.1 


Note.—The yield of Potatoes this vear, 6.6 tons per acre, is equal 
to that of last year, and one-third of a ton above the average. The 
total production amounts to 4,209,000 tons, by far the largest 
ever raised, and 868,000 tons, or more than 25 per cent., above last 
year’s record. Turnips and swedes show a yvicld just over average, 
13.2 tons per acre, and more than half-a-ton above last year; the 
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total production, however, owing to the reduced acreage, alr ounts 
to 12,015,000 tons, and is a little below last year’s total. Mangolds 
with 20.6 tons per acre, are about 1 ton above average, but 11 tons 
below last year; the total production amounts to 8,231,000 tons 
which, although a quarter of a million tons less than in 1917 js | 
apart from last year, the highest since 1912. is 





AGRICULTURAL RETURNS FOR SCOTLAND, 
1918. 

Preliminary statement, dated 10th November, issued by 
the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, showing the estimated 
total produce and yield per acre of Wheat, Barley, Oats 
Beans, and Hay in Scotland in the year 1918, with com. 
parisons for 1917, and the average yield per acre of the 
ten years 1908-1917. 








Estiiated 


Crop. Jotal Produce. Acreage. 


~— a ii 





oe ee 


1918. 











1917, | 1918 | 1997. 
Quarters, | Quarters, | Acres, Actes. 
Wheat .. 402,000 304,000 | 79,059  — 60,93] 
RE Gar 
Barley (including Bere) 689,000 | 705,000 | 152,847 | 159,135 








—— Sey 











Oats 6,457,000 | 5,447,000 | 1,243,816 | 1,041,383 
Reinii 33,200 | 29,700; 7,277 | 6135 

oo Tons. | | Tons. | ae ee 
Hay from Rotation Grass 594,000 | 657,000 | 389,476 f 421 ,502 
Hay from Permanent Grass ... 131,000 | 141,000 | 103,142! 112,16), 





Hay from Timothy Meadows 93,000 | 103,000 | 45,737 | 47,583 


} 
} 








Nore.—The total produce of Wheat, amounting to 402,000 quar- 
ters, exceeds that of last year by 98,000 quarters, or 32.2 per cent. ; 
the area under the crop is greater by 18,100 acres, while the yield 
per acre, 40§ bushels, is .7 bushel above that of last year, and .8 
bushel above the decennial average. Barley, with a total produce 
of 689,000 quarters, shows a decrease of 16,600 quarters, or 2.3 per 
cent. ; the area under the crop is less by 6,300 acres, but the yield 
per acre, 36.1 bushels, is greater by 3 bushel than last year’s, which 
was practically equal to the decennial average. The total produce 
of Oats, 6,457,000 quarters, exceeds last year’s record crop by more 
than a million quarters; the area under the crop is greater by 
202,000 acres, while the yield per acre, 414 bushels, is only } bushel 
under last year’s yield, and exceeds the decennial average by 23 
bushels. ‘Yo these crops falls to be added ‘* mixed corn,” of which 
4,072 acres were returned, but which is not included in the Table. 
On an estimated yield of 40 bushcls per acre, the total produce is 
about 20,000 quarters. ‘I'he total produce of Beans, 33,200 quarters, 
shows an increase of 3,500 quarters, or 11.8 per cent.; the acreage 
is greater by 1,140, but the yield per acre, 364 bushels, is 24 bushels 
under that of last year, and } bushel under the decennial average. 
The total produce of Hay, taking ali kinds together, is $18,000 tons, 
which is less than that of last year by $3,000 tons, or 9.2 per cent, 
Hay from Kotation Grass shows a total produce of 594,000 tons, a 
decrease of 63,000 tons; the area is less by 32,000 acres, and the 
yield per acre, 303 cwts., is .7 cwt. under last year’s yield and 1 cwt. 
under the decennial average. Of the other Hay, the total produce 
of which amounts to 224,000 tons, the ordinary Meadows yielded 
131,000 tons, and the Timothy Meadows 93,000 tons; the former, 
with a decrease of 9,000 acres in area, shows a yield } cwt. above 
last year’s, while the latter, with a decrease of 1,850 acres in area, 
has a yield 2$ cwts. under last year’s. The average yield of the 
two together, which is not shown in the Table, is 30.1 ewts., which 

is practically equal to the decennial average. 

‘The estimates of the Potato and Root Crops will be issued shortly. 





CROP YIELDS IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 
The Board of Agricuiture and Fisheries have received the 
following information from the International Agricultural 
Institute: 





WHEAT. 

The total production of Wheat in Spain, the United King- 
dom, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Canada, the United States, India, Japan, Egypt and Tunis, 
is estimated at 1,073,027,000 cwts., or 18-1 per cent. above 
last year and 7:1 per cent. above the average of the five 
years 1912-16. 

The Australian wheat production for 1918-19 is estimated 
at 43,305,000 ewts., or 29-9 per cent. below 1917-18, and 268 
per cent. below the average of the five years 1912-16. 

RYE. 

The production of Rye in Spain, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Switzerland, Sweden, Ireland, Canada, and 
the United States is estimated at 80,277,000 cwts., or 31-5 
per cent. above last year, and 36-0 per cent. above the 
average for the five years 1912-16. 

Bar tey. 

In Spain, the United Kingdom, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, the United 
States, Japan, Egypt, and Tunis, the production of Barley 
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js estimated at 254,235,000 cwts., or 9°5 per cent. greater 
than last year, and 12-4 per cent. above the average of the 
five vears 1912-16. 


Oats. 
The production of Oats in the United Kingdom, Spain, 
Iualy. Luxembourg, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, 


Canada, the United States, and Tunis, -is estimated at 
707.901,000 cwts., or 1:7 per cent. above the 1917 production, 
and 17-3 per cent. above the average for the five years 
1912-10. : 

MAIZE. 

The production of Maize in Spain, Italy, Switzerland, 
Canada, and the United States, is estimated at 1,391,531 ,000 
cwts., or 12-9 per cent’ below last year’s total, and 0°7 per 
cent below the average of the five years 1912-16. 


LINSEED. 


The production of Linseed is estimated at 21,958,000 cwts., 
or 22:5 per cent. above last year, and 15:1 per cent. below 
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the average of the five years 1912-16, in the following 
countries :—-Italy, Canada, the United States, and India. 


PotTaTogEs. 


The yield of Potatoes in France, Great Britain, Italy, 
Luxembourg. Sweden, Canada, and the United States. is 
estimated at 579,031,000 cwts., or 11-1 per cent. below last 
year’s production, and 4-0 per cent. below the average of the 
five vears 1912-16. 

SucarR Beet. 

The production of Sugar Beet in Sweden, Canada, and the 
United States is estimated at 131,442,000 cwts., or 6:8 per 
cent. above last year’s production, and 6-4 per cent. above 
the average of the five years 1912-16. 


RIcE. 


The Italian Rice production is estimated at 9,842,000 
ewts., or 4:5 per cent. below last year, and 3-6 per cent. 
below the five years’ average, 1912-16. 
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The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries in the interest of British 


Trade :— 


Argentina. —British Chamber of Commerce for the 
Argentine Republic, Calle Reconquista. 46, Buenos Aires. 
(Agent in London—Mr. J. Ballantyne, River Plate 


House, 13, South Place, E.C, 2.) 


Belgium. —-British Chamber of Commerce in Beigium 


(Incorp.). During the war the address will be: c/o 
London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, 
H.C. 4. 


Brazil. ——British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil, Rua da 
Quitanda, No. 143, Rio de Janeiro. 
British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo, 20 Rua 
15 de Novembro, Sao Paulo. 
Branch—25 Rua Santo Antonio, Santos. 


Chile, —British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of 
Chile, Valparaiso. 


China.— 

Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The 
Bund, Shanghai. 

Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 

Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 

Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 

Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 

Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, Harbin. 

Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 

Newchang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchang. 

Peking British Chamber 
Chambers, Peking. 

Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 

Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 


British 


of Commerce, Culty 


Egypt. —-British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
l’Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Cairo, 

(Agents in Suez and London—Messrs. Back and 
Manson, Egypt House, 36, New Broad Street, 
E.C. 2.). 


France.— British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halévy, Paris, [Xéme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 


eee ee * 


BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera 
and Principality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, 
Nice. 


Italy.—British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via 
Carlo Felice, Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for 
British goods). 

Branches— 
235, Via Sicilia, Rome. 
12, Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeglio, 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 


Morocco. British Chamber of Commerce for Morocco, 
Tangier. 


Persia.— British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 
British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 


Persian Gulf.— Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, o/o 
Eastern Bank, Basrah. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal, 4, 
Rua Victor Cordon, Lisbon. 
Branches— 
39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania.—Branch of the British Chamber of Commerce 
of Turkey and the Balkan States. Temporary address— 
c/o the London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 


Russia.— Russo-British Chamber of Commerce, 4, Gorocho- 
vaia, Petrograd. 
Branch—Kondratenko St., No. 17—19, Odessa. 
Agency in Kiev. 


Spain.— British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza 
de Cataluiia, Barcelona. 
Branch—Avenida Conde Pefalver (Gran Via), 20, 
Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia and 
Canary Islands.) 


Tunis. —British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 35 


Tunis. 


Uruguay. — British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle 
Rincon 506, Montevideo. 
N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be znspected at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 
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At HEaDQUABTERS— 
Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 


CANADA— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘“Toroncom’’). 


NEWFOUNDLAND— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 


Melbourne.—Mr. 8. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House, Finders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—The Officer in Charge, H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
‘“‘Combritto’’). 


H.M. Trade Commissioners, 


- —_—_— 


New ZEALAND— 

Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 

(At present on an official visit to the United Kingdom.) 
SouTH AFRICA— 

Johannesburg.—Mr. W. G. Wickham, H.M. Trade Com. 
missioner (at present c/o Trade Commissioner’s Office, 
Cape Town). 

Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs. 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 

Inp1A AND CEYLON— 

Calcutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, McLeod Buildings, 28, Dalhousie Square, 
Calcutta (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Ainscough’’). 

Straits SETTLEMENTS— 

Singapore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen (at present stationed 
at Headquarters). 

British West Inpies anp British Honpvuras— 

Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. 


Imperial Trade Correspondents, 


CanaDa— 

Alberta.—Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Resources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. 

Mr. J. J. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—Mr. W. J. Healy, Free Press Building, 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 
William Street, St. John. 

Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. 

Ontario.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Toronto. 

Quebec.—H.M. 
Montreal. 


Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 


NEWFOUNDLAND— 


H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, Montreal. 
Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


162, Prince 


Trade Commissioner—see list above, 


AUS?TRALIA— 
New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commissioner-—see list 
above, Sydney. 
Queensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier’’ Buildings, 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 


South Australia.—Mr. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Build- 
ings, Greenfield Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 


Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart. 


Victoria.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Melbcurne. 
Western Australia.—(Vacant.) 


New ZEALAND— 
Auckland.—Mr. A. J Denniston, P.O. Box 47, Auckland. 
Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street, Dunedin. 


Wellington—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Wellington. 


SovTa AFrrica— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. 

Mr. J. S. Neave, Library Buildings, Main Street, 
Port Elizabeth (and for East London). 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province —Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 
Johannesburg. 


Rhodesia.—Mr. E. C. Baxter, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo. 


! 


Honorary Trade Correspondents. ; 
Souta AFRIOCA— 
Besutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 
West AFRICA— 
Gambia.—-The Receiver General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Camerovas 
Province. 
East AFRICA— 
British East Africa and Uganda.—The Chief of Customs, 
Mombasa. 
German East Africa.—Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroller 
of Customs, Dar-es-Salaam. 
Nyasaland.—Captain E. Costley-White, Acting Superin- 
tendent of Native Affairs, Zomba. 
East INpIEs-- 
British North Borneo —The Commissioner of Customs 
and Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—H.M. Trade Comissioner—see list 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malay States.—The Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 
Straits Settlements.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Singapore. 
West InpIzs— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonia] Secretary, Bridgetown. 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat. 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.—The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Trinidad.—_H.M. Trade Commissioner—see iist above, 
Trinidad. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
Bermvupa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
British Gurana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 
British Honpvuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 
Cyprus.—The Chief Controller of Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 
FatKiaNp Istannps.—The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 
F131 Istanps.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 
Grrrattar.—The Colonial Secretary. 
Honc-Konc.—Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Chartered Bank 
Building, Hong-Kong. . 
Matta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivus.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Herena.—Mr. A. Hands. 
SrycuHettes.—The Clerk to the Governor. 
ZANZIBAR.—The Chief Secretary to the Government. 


above, 


+ Designated to act in an honorary capacity by the Governor 
of the Colony, Possession or Protectorate in which 
the Correspondents reside. 
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